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Legal	documents	
The	following	is	a	set	of	legal	documents	related	to	past	legal	actions	to	preserve	
Arunachala.	These	were	sent	to	me	as	separate	files	by	a	person	involved	in	these	original	
efforts.	They	are	compiled	here	into	one	file	for	convenience.	Each	document	is	titled	
according	to	the	original	name	of	the	file	(in	quotation	marks).	 	
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“29-7-2000.doc”	

It	is	the	tradition	in	India	to	propitiate	Gods	by	prayer,	prostration	&	valam	(Pradakshina)	
(see	Kazhaga	Vizha	Malar).	
The	name	“Tiruvannamalai”	(Arunachala)	pertains	to	the	Hill	and	not	to	the	place	(see	
Tiruvannamalai	Temple	Souvenir).	Thus	the	hill	has	been	the	centre	of	focus	and	because	of	
the	spiritual	force	of	the	hill	people	have	settled	around	it	since	6th-7th	century	A.D	(see	
Tiruvannamalai	second	volume	—	French-translation).	
It	has	been	the	custom	of	the	people	in	and	around	Tiruvannamalai	for	centuries	to	go	
around	the	hill	(a)	During	the	1st	of	every	Tamil	month	(b)	During	the	commencement	of	
Utharayana	and	Dakshinayana,	(c)	On	the	Tiruvoodal	day	(d)	Tuesdays	(being	Sthala	Vara)	
(i.e.	auspicious	day	to	Annamalaiar)	during	Sashti	(6th	day	after	the	full	moon	day	&	new	
moon	day)	(c)	From	the	5th	day	onwards	of	Karthigai	Deepam	Mahotsava	to	the	2nd	day	
after	the	deepam	(refer	Arul	Nirai	Annamalai	under	Isakki	Swamigal	and	Maharshi	and	
Self-realisation	on	giripradakshina).	
Further	great	saints	like	Guhai	Namasivayar	(16th	century)	Sivaprakasam	(18th	century)5,	
Irai	Swamigal,	Sathguru	Swamigal,	Gnaniyar	(see	Arul	Nirai	Annamalai	under	the	section	
dealing	with	the	lives	of	the	above	saints	—	relevant	portion	marked	in	the	margin)	to	
name	but	a	few	have	been	going	round	the	hill.	Great	saints	like	Sri	Ramana	Maharshi	had	
no	need	to	perform	the	circumambulation	but	to	show	the	world	they	performed	it	(see	
Maharshi	and	Self-realisation).	
The	Girivalam	path	has	been	existing	and	we	have	evidence	to	show	the	same	existed	in	the	
14th	century	by	milestones	put	on	the	path	(see	Tiruvannamalai	inscriptions	volume	1.1	
inscription	Nos.	292-296(?)	reproduced	as	xerox	copies	and	temple	souvenir).	
Further	some	of	the	shrines	along	the	circumambulation	path	date	back	to	the	11th,	12th	
centuries	(see	Tiruvannamalai	volume	2	—	French	edition	translated).	
The	very	purpose	of	devotees	thronging	any	shrine	is	for	having	a	darshan	(Katchi	and	
Parvai)	of	their	beloved	Lord.	While	prostrating	or	circumambulating	or	while	praying	they	
look	towards	the	deity.	Whatever	may	be	the	mode	of	their	obeisance,	the	devotees	direct	
their	glance,	towards	the	Lord	of	their	worship.	Thus	while	circumambulating	the	Hill	
which	is	verily	the	Siva	Linga.	Even	the	great	saints	walk	around,	watching	the	hill	intently.	
Again	the	force	of	Arunachala	is	such	that	It	attracts	the	attention	of	the	devotee	while	
going	around	It	or	when	one	is	in	its	vicinity*	(see	Maharshi	and	His	Message	by	Paul	
Brunton,	p.75,	nothing	equal	to	it	in	all	India	portion	from	Anne	Marshall’s	book	Search	for	
a	guru	in	India).	Going	around	girivalam	having	the	view	of	the	hill	is	implied.	The	hill	
presents	various	forms	at	various	directions.	It	presents	the	forms	of	a	mosque,	Mount	
Kailash	to	name	but	a	few	(see	relevant	photos	and	diagrams	already	presented).	
Further	mere	sight	of	the	Hill	gives	Vedantic	knowledge	which	cannot	be	acquired	even	by	
great	efforts	(refer	introduction	to	Aksharamanimalai	verse	7	beginning	with	Uruth	
theriyellai	uttru	kannutral.	.	.	.	and	Guhai	Namasivayar’s	Venba	beginning	with	
Kanarkkiniya	malai,	Sivaprakasam	Swamigal’s	Sona	Saila	Malai	in	which	he	says,	“The	Lord	
in	His	mercy	has	appeared	as	a	Hill	so	that	the	devotees	from	their	place	of	residence	can	
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have	darshan	of	Him	—	relevant	portion	marked	in	Annamalai	Venba	in	Arunachala	
Puranam	1955	edn,	Temple	Souvenir	respectively).	
Gnana	Sambandha’s	description	of	the	Hill	which	he	saw	is	reproduced	in	his	
Tiruvannamalai	Thevaram	(verse	and	meaning	reproduced	in	Arunachala	Puranam	text)		
The	antiquity	of	the	hill	and	Deepam	festival:—	Mentioned	in	Rig	Veda,	Upanishads,	
Sangam	Literature	(the	references	can	be	found	in	the	xerox	copies	in	the	Temple	Souvenir,	
Arunachala	Puranam	text,	Arunachala	Puranam	1955	edn,	Introduction	to	Arunachala	
Puranam	in	Arunachala	Puranam	by	Raya	cho,	portions	marked).	
Foremost	place	has	been	accorded	in	the	worship	of	agni	in	Rig	Veda*,	Yajur	Veda*,	Sama	
Veda∗,	in	Bible	(old	testament)**	in	Zoroastrian***	.	Thus	the	worship	of	Agni	is	worship	of	
Arunachala.		
∗	Refer	Ramana’s	Arunachala	2nd	edition,	chapter	on	Reference	in	Vedas	and	Upanishads.	
**	Genesis	(Chapter	1,	verse	1)	“God	said	‘let	there	be	light’	and	there	was.		
***	In	Zoroastrian	religion	only	worship	of	Agni	is	followed.	
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“Arunachalam	Committee	Report.doc”	
	

REPORT	OF	THE	EXPERT	BODY	SUBMITTED	TO	THE	HONOURABLE	HIGH	COURT,	
MADRAS	

(Writ	Petition	Nos.7396	to	7400	of	1998,	W.P.No.14915	of	1996	&	W.P.No.17109	of	1997	&	
connected	Miscellaneous	Petitions)	

T.V.	Chandramouli	&	Others		 	 Petitioners	

Vs	

Union	of	India	and	others	 	 	 Respondents.	

	

Members	Present	

1.	Mr	Justice	T.S.	Arunachalam,	

Acting	Chief	Justice	(Retired),	

High	Court,	Madras,	 	 	 	 Chairman	

	

2.	Professor	G.	Ayyasamy,	

Ex-managing	Director,	

Cholan	Bus	Transport	Corporation		 Member	

	

3.	Mr	P.T.	Krishnan,	

Architect	and	Convenor	

INTACH,	Tamil	Nadu	Chapter	 	 Member	

	

4.	Mr.	Sukavaneshwar,	I.A.S.	

S.C.	and	Commissioner	of	Hindu	Religious	

and	Charitable	Endowments,	Chennai	 Member	

	

5.	Dr.B.	Narasimhiah,	
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Retired	Superintendent,	

Archaeological	Survey	of	India	 	 Member	

	

6.	Mr	V.R.	Chitrapu,	I.F.S.	

Principal	Chief	Conservator	of	Forests	 Member	

	

7.	Mr.	Thanga	Kaliyaperumal,	I.A.S.	

The	District	Collector	of	Tiruvannamalai	 Secretary	

(The	Report	was	made	by	Mr.	Justice	T.S.	Arunachalam,	Chairman)	

A	prelude	on	the	constitution	of	this	Expert	Body,	its	purpose	and	the	work	assigned	to	it,	
will	be	an	apt	initiation,	for	this	report.	A	group	of	writ	petitions,	some	of	them	in	public	
interest	category,	were	clubbed	together	and	during	a	preliminary	hearing	on	those	writ	
petitions	(W.P.	Nos.7396	to	7400	of	1998	and	W.P.	No.14915	of	1996	and	W.P.No.17109	of	
1997)	and	the	connected	Writ	Miscellaneous	Petitions,	on	4-5-1999,	the	Honourable	High	
Court	deemed	it	fit	and	proper	to	appoint	this	Expert	Body,	assisted	by	a	council	which	
could	include	the	Revenue	Administration,	Municipal	Administration,	Temple	
Administration,	Town	Planning	Authorities,	Local	Bodies,	Environmentalists,	the	residents	
of	the	locality,	the	various	Ashrams	and	institutions	to	suggest	a	detailed	proposal	for	the	
preservation	of	the	heritage	town	of	Tiruvannamalai	and	the	Giripradakshina	salai.	

2.	The	prayer	in	the	aforestated	writ	petitions,	require	a	short	mention	being	made.	The	
prayers	in	Writ	Petitions	Nos.	7396	to	7400	of	1998,	initiated	at	the	instance	of	T.V.	
Chandramouli,	is	for	issue	of	a	writ	of	mandamus	or	any	other	appropriate	writ	or	order	
directing	the	Union	of	India,	the	State	of	Tamil	Nadu	the	District	Collector,	
Tiruvannamalai,	the	Tiruvannamalai	Municipality,	Anaipidaram	village	panchayat,	
Athiyandal	village	panchayat,	Adi	Annamalai	panchayat,	Vengikal		village	panchayat,	
Adaiyur	Village	panchayat	and	the	Executive	Engineer,	State	Agricultural	Engineering	
Department,	Tiruvannamalai,	to	forthwith	remove	all	encroachments,	including	
hutments	and	dwellings,	which	have	been	put	up	(a)	upon	and	around	the	Arunachala	
Hill	and	the	Giripradkashana	path,	from	Annamalaiswami	Ashram	to	Pachaiammankoil,	
in	a	clockwise	direction,	(b)	in	the	land	lying	between	the	Hill	and	Giripradakshina	path,	
and	c)	50	meters	beyond	the	Giripradakshina	path,	and	(d)	the	encroachments	in	the	
various	tanks.	

3.	A	mandamus	was	also	prayed	for,	to	forbear	the	Union	of	India,	the	State	of	Tamil	Nadu,	
the	Secretary	to	Government	of	Tamil	Nadu,	Environment	and	Forest	Department,	the	
District	Collector,	Tiruvannamalai,	the	Tiruvannamalai	Municipality,	the	several	village	
panchayats	mentioned	earlier,	the	Tamil	Nadu	Housing	Board,	Nandanam,	Chennai,	and	
the	Director	of	Town	and	Country	Planning,	Annasalai,	Chennai,	from	putting	up	
construction	of	any	kind,	or	permitting	or	allowing	any	person	from	putting	up	any	
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construction	upon	and	in	and	around	Arunachala	Hill	and	along	the	Giripradakshina	
path,	more	particularly	from	Annamalaiswami	Ashram	to	Pachaiammankoil	in	a	
clockwise	direction	and	from	in	any	manner	permitting	any	construction	activity	
exceeding	a	height	of	six	metres	in	the	remaining	portion	of	Giripradakshina	path	and	
construction	activities	up	to	50	metres	beyond	the	path.	

4.	Another	prayer	was	for	issue	of	a	mandamus	to	the	Union	of	India,	to	declare	
Tiruvannamalai	Hill	Town.	Arunachaleswarar	temple	and	the	Giripradakshina	path	as	
monuments	of	national	importance.	A	subsidiary	prayer	was	for	issue	of	a	mandamus	to	
direct	the	Commissioner,	Hindu	Religious	and	Charitable	Endowments,	Chennai,	the	
District	Collector,	Tiruvannamalai	and	the	Tiruvannamalai	Municipality	to	forthwith	
remove	all	encroachments	in	and	around	Arunachaleswarar	Temple,	Tiruvannamalai,	
including	shops	constructed	on	the	outer	wall	of	Arunachaleswarar	Temple	and	further	
for	taking	immediate	steps	for	renovating	Arunachaleswarar	temple,	performance	of	
Kumbabishekam	and	for	regulation	of	pooja	timings.	

5.	The	prayer	in	Writ	petition	No.14915	of	1996	preferred	by	six	petitioners,	led	by	Tamil	
Nadu	State	Agricultural	Association,	Tiruvannamalai,	on	the	basis	of	an	affidavit	sworn	
to	by	Thiru.	T.	Thirunavukarasu	Mudaliar,	the	fifth	petitioner	therein,	is	for	an	issue	of	a	
writ	of	certiorari	or	mandamus,	to	call	for	the	records	and	quash	G.O.Ms.Estt.716,	
Revenue	Department,	dated			1-8-1996	and	direct	the	respondents	in	the	writ	petition	to	
proceed	and	complete	the	Collectorate	Office	at	its	original	site	(in	the	vicinity	of	Sri	
Ramanashramam).	

6.	Arunachala	Giripradakshina	Samiti	represented	by	its	Secretary,	S.	Ravi,	is	the	petitioner	
in	Writ	Petition	No.17109	of	1997	and	the	prayer	therein	is	to	forbear	the	Collector	of	
Tiruvannamalai	District	and	the	State	of	Tamil	Nadu,	their	men,	agents	or	subordinates	
from	permitting	carrying	on	of	any	construction	activity	in	the	circuit	path	of	
Tiruvannamalai	Hill	to	a	radius	of	two	kilometres	around	the	Hill	by	issue	of	a	
mandamus.	

7.	It	has	to	be	narrated	at	this	juncture,	that	the	Government	Poramboke	lands	located	in	
S.F.Nos.533/1,	533/2,	534.535/1,	1662/1,	1862/2A,	1882/3B	1863	and	1864/2	in	
Tiruvannamalai	Town	covering	an	area	of	30.38	acres	on	the	Chengam	Road,	was	
selected	for	construction	of	the	Collectorate.	Certain	objections	were	raised,	for	situation	
of	the	Colectorate	on	that	location,	and	ultimately,	the	Government	of	Tamil	Nadu,	by	its	
G.O.	No.716,	Revenue,	dated	1-8-1996,	stated	that	consequent	to	grave	protests	of	the	
public,	in	general,	and	Ramanashramam,	it	was	deemed	not	feasible	to	continue	
construction	of	the	Collectorate	building	on	the	site	aforestated,	which	was	initially	
chosen	and	approved.	It	was	in	this	background	that	Writ	petition	No.14915	of	1996,	
found	its	place	in	the	writ	jurisdiction	of	the	Honourable	High	Court.	

8.	In	its	order	dated	4-5-1999,	the	Honourable	High	Court	has	noticed,	on	the	basis	of	
material,	placed	before	it,	that	the	Giripradakshina	Salai,	around	Tiruvannamalai	Hill,	to	
a	length	of	16	kilometres	from	Annamalaiyar	temple	and	back	to	its	starting	point,	
proceeding	along	Tiruvoodal	Street,	Chengam	Road,	part	of	Peygopura	Street	and	
Somavarakula	Street,	has	to	be	cleared	of	all	encroachments	and	unauthorized	
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constructions	and	therefore	there	was	need	for	formulation	of	a	comprehensive	scheme	
for	the	whole	area	of	Tiruvannamalai	Town	and	for	the	Giripradakshina	Salai.	The	
Honourable	High	Court	was	made	aware	by	the	Tiruvannamalai	Municipality,	that	the	
Government	of	Tamil	Nadu,	with	a	view	to	conserve	and	develop	the	historical	and	
priceless	monuments,	constituted	a	working	group	and	consequently	a	plan	was	
submitted	by	the	Asian	Information	Marketing	and	Social	Research	Private	Limited,	who	
are	the	country’s	leading	consultancy	and	research	organization.	The	said	organization	
had	submitted	a	development	plan	not	only	for	Tttiruvannamalai,	but	for	two	other	
heritage	towns	as	well,	namely,	Kanyakumari	and	Tiruchendur.	There	was	no	
controversy	before	the	Honourable	High	Court,	that	encroachments	in	Tiruvannamalai,	
more	particularly	in	and	around	Arunachala	Hill,	is	almost	a	daily	event	and	no	concrete	
steps	stood	taken	for	prevention	of	the	same.	It	was	underlined	before	the	Honourable	
High	Court,	that	without	proper	planning,	buildings	were	allowed	to	be	constructed	in	
and	around	the	hill,	as	well	as	in	the	town	proper,	in	a	haphazard	manner,	affecting	the	
sanctity,	of	the	spiritually	renowned	town	of	Tiruvannamalai.	Such	construction	
activities,	apart	from	blocking	the	view	of	Arunachala	Hill,	also	led	to	causation	of	health	
hazards	to	local	residents	and	the	pilgrims.	It	was	hazily	suggested	to	the	Honourable	
High	Court,	that	apart	from	preservation	and	maintenance	of	the	heritage	town	of	
Tiruvannamalai,	the	Girivalam	Path	and	their	upkeep,	protection	of	the	Holy	Hill,	the	
caves	therein,	and	the	theerthas	must	also	deserve	the	attention	of	the	Expert	Body.	

9.	The	Honourable	High	Court,	through	its	aforestated	order,	observed	that	the	Expert	Body	
shall	hold	public	sittings,	hear	the	public	in	regard	to	their	objections,	suggestions,	plans	
or	other	details,	take	them	into	consideration	and	submit	a	report,	after	undertaking	a	
feasibility	study.	The	Secretary	to	this	Body	was	directed	to	make	aware	to	all	concerned,	
through	public	notices,	of	the	constitution	of	this	Expert	Body,	using	posters	in	local	
areas	and	by	publication	in	the	dailies	for	wider	consumption.	The	Secretary	was	further	
directed	to	call	for	representations	from	all	those	interested,	within	four	weeks	of	
publication	of	public	notices.	Thereafter	a	date	for	public	hearing	had	to	be	fixed.	

10.	In	accordance	with	the	order	of	the	Honourable	High	Court,	the	Secretary	to	the	Expert	
Body	caused	publication	of	the	matters	stated	above,	in	a	few	dailies	and	had	public	
notices	exhibited	in	and	around	Tiruvannamalai,	inclusive	of	several	areas	in	the	
panchayats	shown	as	respondents	in	the	writ	petitions,	and	which	panchayats	are	
situated	in	the	Giripradakshikna	Salai.	Several	representations	were	received	by	the	
Secretary	to	the	Body,	and	it	was	found,	that	a	substantial	portion	of	those,	though	
signed	by	different	members	of	the	public,	contained	the	same	substance.	Several	Xerox	
copies	of	the	same	representation	stood	signed	by	different	persons,	of	the	same	
locality.	Similarly,	a	number	of	persons,	christening	themselves	as	devotees	of	
Arunachala,	or	some	individually	as	devotee	of	Arunachala,	have	sent	in	to	the	Body,	
literally	similar	representations.	All	these	representations	were	carefully	sorted	out	by	
the	District	Collectorate	to	exclude	repetition	and	a	file	consisting	of	the	
representations,	which	needed	the	attention	of	the	Expert	Body,	was	placed	before	it.	
After	due	notice	to	the	public	and	the	Members	of	the	Consultative	Committee,	on	18-7-
1999,	the	Consultative	Committee,	met	in	the	forenoon	and	the	Expert	Body,	had	its	
public	sitting	at	2.00	p.m.	on	the	same	day.	In	the	morning	session,	two	representatives	
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of	the	Asian	Information	Marketing	and	Social	Research	Private	Limited,	participated	
and	handed	over	a	Xerox	copy	of	their	draft	report	on	Heritage	Development	Plan	for	
Tiruvannamalai	Town,	submitted	to	the	Directorate	of	Town	and	Country	Planning,	
Chennai.	We	will	have	occasion	to	refer	to	the	relevant	portions	of	this	draft	report	at	
the	appropriate	stage.	

11.	During	the	public	sitting,	most	of	the	members	of	the	public	who	had	sent	in	their	
representations,	were	present	to	highlight,	in	person,	their	views,	before	the	Expert	
Body.	The	representations	received	can	be	categorized	under	three	heads	-	-	“Objective	
Suggestions”,	“Claim	of	individual	rights”	and	“General	and	Miscellaneous	Suggestions”.	
Most	of	the	petitions	received	and	the	oral	representations	made	before	the	Body,	
related	to	the	injustice	that	would	occur,	if	pattadars	owning	lands	in	Tiruvannamalai	
Town	proper	and	in	and	around	the	Giripradakshina	Salai,	were	not	permitted	to	
exercise	their	right	to	construct	buildings,	on	the	sites	they	had	legally	acquired.	
Questions	were	also	addressed,	if	the	sanctity	of	the	hill	and	the	town	would	not	be	
affected	by	the	buildings	already	in	existence	for	several	years	and	if	new	constructions	
alone	would	be	an	impediment	to	the	sanctity	of	the	town	and	the	Arunachala	Hill.	It	
was	also	suggested	during	the	public	hearing,	that	a	demarcation	would	have	to	be	
made	between	patta	lands	and	poromboke	lands,	vis-a-vis	permission	for	construction.	
Objections	were	raised	to	the	statement	of	Thiru	Chandramouli,	a	non-resident	of	
Tiruvannamalai,	in	the	writ	petitions,	that	the	Giripradakshina	route	commenced	from	
Ramanashramam.	It	was	underlined	by	many	of	the	representees	that	the	
Giripradakshina	route	commenced	from	Rajagopuram	of	Arunachaleswarar	Temple	
and	ended	in	the	same	venue,	after	passing	through	the	town,	Chengam	Road	and	
Kanchi	Road.	The	chorus	was	that	individual	rights	should	not	be	allowed	to	be	affected	
by	prescribing	any	limitations	for	constructions	and	it	was	further	queried	if	the	
choultries	already	in	existence	in	the	main	roads	of	Tiruvannamalai	could	be	treated	as	
obstructions	and	demolished	on	that	score.	Representees,	one	after	the	other	
emphasized	that	in	between	the	Hill	and	the	Giripradakshina	Salai,	commencing	from	
its	bifurcation	on	Chengam	Road,	till	its	end	on	Kanchi	Road,	construction	on	
poromboke	lands	could	be	prohibited,	but	pattadars	could	not	be	restricted,	from	
raising	constructions	of	their	choice.	Some	of	the	representees	mentioned,	that	it	would	
be	futile	for	the	pilgrims	who	proceeded	on	Giripradakshina,	to	expect	clear	view	of	the	
hill	throughout	the	path	and	if,	in	the	gaps	between	the	buildings,	the	Hill	stood	visible,	
that	should	suffice	to	satisfy	their	spiritual	thirst.	It	was	pointed	out,	that	the	Hill	
Arunachala,	2868	feet	high,	was	visible	even	from	a	distance	of	seven	kilometres	and	
that	should	satisfy	the	nostalgic	memories	of	the	perambulating	pilgrims.	Some	of	the	
oral	representations	did	indicate,	that	reasonable	restrictions	on	construction	activity	
even	inrespect	of	patta	lands	could	be	thought	of,	to	preserve	the	sanctity	of	the	town	
and	the	Hill.	None	spared	the	temple	authorities,	who	have	permitted	either	directly	or	
indirectly,	construction	of	shops	and	public	toilets	abutting	the	outer	walls	of	the	
temple,	(let	alone	the	toilet	inside	the	temple)	In	the	public	hearing,	it	was	brought	to	
the	notice	of	this	Body,	that	on	the	Girivalam	path,	there	was	mushrooming	of	wayside	
temples,	which	appear	busy	on	full	moon	days	and	other	festival	days,	but	stand	
neglected	otherwise.	It	was	pointed	out	that	such	mushrooming	was	the	result	of	
undesirable	persons,	trying	to	earn	substantial	sums	of	money,	playing	upon	the	
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vulnerability	of	the	pilgrims.	Some	suggested	that	these	wayside	temples,	not	full-
fledged	constructions,	and	totally	unauthorized,	must	be	erased	without	a	second	
thought,	while	the	other	cross-section,	was	of	the	view,	that	no	new	temples	of	that	
category,	should	be	a	lowed	and	those	in	existence	could	be	left	alone.	Some	of	the	
aggrieved	members	of	the	public,	pointed	out,	that	the	eastern	side	of	Arunachala	Hill	
and	the	pathway	leading	to	it,	were	full	of	constructions,	most	of	them	unauthorized.	It	
was	sad,	they	stated,	that	the	Municipal	authorities	had	not	only	provided	water	supply,	
through	bore	wells,	but	also	with	the	help	of	the	Electricity	Board,	had	provided	them	
with	power	supply,	as	well.	Some	extreme	views	were	also	tiraded	that	if	trees	along	
the	road	tended	to	hide	the	Hill,	could,	their	removal	be	suggested?	On	the	aspect	of	
benevolent	breeze	from	the	herbal	trees	adding	to	the	health	of	those	who	proceed	
around	the	Hill,	the	answer	was	that	it	was	rather	dubious.	Similarly,	it	was	pressed	for	
acceptance,	that	construction	of	buildings	on	the	Girivalam	path,	would	directly	reduce	
the	crime	rate	and	therefore	stoppage	of	constructttion	of	buildings,	should	not	be	
encouraged.	If	this	Body	were	to	recommend	removal	of	encroachments,	a	prayer	was	
made,	that	the	Government	should	be	asked	to	compensate	those	encroachers	or	
provide	them	with	alternate	sites.	It	was	stated,	that	the	pilgrims	now	perambulating	
around	the	Hill,	have	better	comforts,	due	to	excellent	lighting	all-round	and	tarring	of	
the	road.	Of	course,	there	was	a	discordant	note	too,	that	most	often	substantial	number	
of	lights	were	not	burning	and	during	certain	seasons,	the	melting	of	the	tar	on	the	road	
was	a	great	hazard	for	walking,	leave	alone	the	danger	caused	to	the	pilgrims	by	the	
endless	stream	of	vehicular	traffic,	on	most	of	the	days,	though	on	full	moon	days	and	
Karthigai	Deepam	Day,	vehicular	traffic	stands	prohibited,	on	the	Girivalam	path.	A	
couple	of	members	of	the	public	suggested,	that	the	present	Girivalam	path	could	be	
totally	discarded	and	a	new	path	could	be	carved	out	on	the	basement	of	the	Hill,	so	that	
objections	raised	now,	regarding	putting	up	of	constructions	could	then	vanish.	The	
spontaneous	objection	to	any	change,	in	the	Girivalam	path	was	the	immediate	outcome,	
stating	that	the	traditional	Girivalam	path	accepted	from	time	immemorial,	has	a	
spiritual	sanctity,	and	that	cannot	be	meddled	with,	to	suit	the	whims	and	fancies	of	
certain	persons,	who	do	not	appear	to	be	concerned	either	with	the	heritage	or	the	
sanctity	of	Tiruvannamalai	and	Mount	Arunachala.	Most	of	the	representees	suggested,	
that	all	those	constructed	buildings,	now	in	existence,	if	they	do	not	tend	to	affect	the	
sanctity	of	the	town	or	the	Hill,	should	be	allowed	to	remain,	be	it	authorized	or	
unauthorized	-	situated	either	onpatta	lands	or	poromboke	lands.	One	of	the	patta-
holders	on	the	Girivalam	path,	submitted	with	all	vehemence	that	there	cannot	be	a	
distinction	between	constructions	in	patta	lands	inside	the	town,	or	on	the	Girivalam	
path.	Both	categories	of	people	must	be	treated	equally.	Yet	another	suggestion	was	
that	existence	of	more	buildings	in	the	town	added	to	its	beauty	and	that	was	how	
Coimbatore,	Madurai	and	Tiruchirappalli	have	been	described	as	beautiful	towns.	There	
was	a	representation	on	behalf	of	the	building	artisans	that	stoppage	of	constructions	
had	made	the	jobless	and	the	constructions,	at	least	to	a	limited	extent	to	earn	their	
livelihood	and	exhibit	their	craftsmanship,	should	be	allowed.	It	was	generally	pointed	
out	that	encroachments	were	due	to	political	reasons	and	if	it	was	the	political	concept	
that	every	person	must	have	a	place	to	stay,	how	a	blanket	order	of	stay,	by	the	High	
Court,	preventing	wholesale	constructions	could	be	justified.	Some	of	the	members	of	
the	public	brought	to	our	notice,	that	in	spite	of	the	order	of	stay	by	the	Honourable	
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High	Court,	some	constructions	were	still	in	progress.	We	immediately	directed	the	
District	Collector,	the	Municipal	Administration	and	the	Revenue	Authorities,	to	
promptly	inspect	the	whole	area	and	authoritatively	prevent,	disobedience	of	the	order	
of	the	Honourable	High	Court.	

12.	The	objective	suggestions	include	removal	of	encroachments	on	the	National	Highway	
and	poromboke	lands.	All	building	that	interfered	with	the	vision	of	Arunachala	Hill	and	
its	top,	be	it	on	patta	or	poromboke	lands,	must	either	be	totally	removed	or	restricted	
to	that	extent,	that	the	vision	of	the	Hill,	must	either	be	totally	removed	or	restricted	to	
that	extent,	that	the	vision	of	the	Hill,	does	not	stand	affected.	The	mushroomed	temples,	
trusts	and	ashrams	in	between	the	Hill	and	the	Girivalam	path	and	which	are	
encroachments,	must	be	mercilessly	removed.	Rare	were	the	suggestions	that	for	
environmental	protection	on	the	left	of	the	Girivalam	path,	medicinal	herbs	should	be	
raised	and,	if	advisable,	farmhouses	could	be	permitted.	On	the	Girivalam	path,	all	
roadside	shops	selling	cassettes,	lottery	tickets	and	unhygienic	eatables	should	not	be	
permitted.	Agriculture	can	be	permitted	on	the	left	of	the	Girivalam	path	and	to	help	the	
agriculturists	to	reside	therein,	construction	of	small	farmhouses	can	be	allowed.	
Orphanages	and	welfare	institutions,	if	in	existence	now,	could	be	exempted	from	strict	
rules.	On	the	Girivalam	path,	at	periodic	intervals,	the	Tiruvannamalai	Municipality	
should	maintain	hygienic	water	facility,	apart	from	providing	neatly	maintained	toilets.	
On	festival	days,	information	centres	can	be	organized	en-route	the	Girivalam	path,	to	
help	the	pilgrims.	The	need	to	preserve,	peace	and	tranquillity	in	the	environs	and	to	
facilitate	the	pilgrims	to	have	a	clear	view	of	the	Hill	all-round,	the	imminent	
requirment	of	the	path	being	cleared	of	vehicular	traffic	and	maintaining	it	dust,	noise	
and	pollution	free	should	attract	the	attention	of	the	authorities.	Shade-giving	trees	will	
have	to	be	planted,	to	protect	the	circumambulators	from	heat	during	summer.	The	
main	bus	station	in	the	Girivalam	path,	shifted	to	its	present	venue,	some	years	ago,	
from	another	situation,	is	a	cause	of	great	discomfort	and	relocating	it	elsewhere	should	
get	priority.	The	status	of	World	Heritage	should	be	accorded	to	Tiruvannamalai	town,	
the	Hill,	the	Temple	and	the	area	between	Pradakshina	path	and	the	Hill.	Canals	feeding	
the	ponds	should	be	cleared	and	the	tanks,	ponds	and	lakes	have	to	be	fenced.	Bypass	
roads	may	have	to	be	developed	or	ring	roads	formed	to	leave	the	Giripradakshina	path	
free	from	disturbance.	Forests	will	have	to	be	developed	in	and	around	the	Hill	and	rare	
plants	and	animal	life	will	have	to	be	protected.	All	vacant	lands	between	the	base	of	
Arunachala	Hill	and	Girivalam	path	and	a	substantial	area	beyond	it	must	be	acquired	
by	the	Government	and	declared	as	National	Reserve	Forest	area.	The	Archaelogical	
Survey	of	India	may	also	have	to	take	over	maintenance	and	upkeep	of	temples,	
mandaps,	stone	inscriptions,	tanks,	etc.	Development	of	a	new	satellite	township,	to	
reduce	congestion,	pollutttion	and	environmental	degradation,	in	the	vicinity	of	the	
Holy	Hill	would	require	immediate	attention.	Industrial	activity	should	not	be	
permitted	with	a	radius	of	30	kilometres	from	the	Hill.	Interests	of	the	local	residents	
should	dictate	drawing	up	of	a	master	plan,	taking	into	account	provisions	for	drinking	
water,	sanitation,	maintenance	of	roads,	streets,	lakes,	ponds	and	proper	drainage.	
Basic	amenities	to	the	pilgrims,	such	as	car-parking	spaces,	drinking	water,	toilets,	
shelters	and	lodging	houses	at	reasonable	rents,	cannot	be	overlooked.	A	Special	
Committee	will	have	to	be	formed	to	look	into	the	proper	upkeep	of	all	that	has	been	
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mentioned	above.	Objective	suggestions	also	include	banning	of	seasonal	burning	and	
cutting	of	trees	on	the	Hill,	for	the	sacred	Hill	Aruanchala	offers	a	perfect	ecological	
foundation	with	a	potential	sponge	in	the	center	of	a	plain	and	the	sponge	needs	to	be	
allowed	to	cultivate	the	trillions	and	trillions	of	plant	roots,	in	order	to	function	as	
conservator	of	moisture.	Re-forestation	of	Arunachal	Hill,	will	be	an	apt	future	heritage.	
To	achieve	this,	encroachments	on	the	slopes	of	the	Hill	should	be	prevented.	Firewood	
hunting	and	grazing	should	be	banned.	Re-growth	of	the	forest	must	be	encouraged.	
Environmental	pollution	caused	on	full	moon	and	other	festival	days	by	throwing	of	
away	plastic	cups,	which	themselves	become	small	mountains,	noise	pollution	caused	
through	loudspeakers	or	mikes,	be	it	for	sale	of	lottery	tickets	or	commercial	products,	
a	great	nuisance,	will	have	to	be	put	an	end	to.	There	appears	to	be	lack	of	proper	
authority	to	enforce	the	law,	to	prevent	such	activity	and	this	aspect	has	to	be	taken	
care	of	with	great	promptitude.	Renovation	of	tanks	on	the	Girivalam	path	was	
emphasized.	Creating	awareness	in	the	public	on	Eco-silent	zones,	empowering	of	
authorities	to	uphold	the	same	and	taking	of	active	steps	towards	re-forestation,	were	
underlined.	

13.	Under	the	category,	general/miscellaneous,	we	find	individual	complaints	of	
encroachments	on	patta	land	by	others.	Offering	of	help	to	any	authority	constituted	to	
maintain	cleanliness	and	beauty	of	the	town	also	surface.	

14.	Thirty-five	members	of	the	public	were	heard,	on	18-7-1999	and	those	were	all	the	oral	
representations	sought	to	be	made	before	the	Expert	Body.	The	copies	of	
representations,	objections	and	suggestions	received	from	the	public	after	exclusion	of	
repetitions,	formed	part	of	separate	volume	marked	Annexure	-	A,	which	is	appended	to	
this	report.	Similarly,	the	sum	and	substance	of	the	representations	of	the	members	of	
the	public	recorded	on	18-7-1999	in	the	presence	of	the	Expert	Body,	is	appended	in	a	
small	volume	marked	Annexure-B.	A	list	containing	the	names	of	members,	who	formed	
the	assisting	Consultative	Council,	is	also	attached	as	Annexure-C.	

15.	After	conclusion	of	public	hearing,	it	was	the	uniform	opinion	of	this	body,	that	except	
in	small	patches,	there	was	no	help	forthcoming,	on	preservation	of	the	heritage	and	
sanctity	of	Tiruvannamalai	town,	the	Arunachala	Hill	and	the	need	for	deep	thought	on	
the	ecology,	geology,	watershed	and	pollution	angles	which	will	be	significant	
considerations,	not	only	for	the	present,	but	for	the	scores	of	years	that	are	bound	to	
follow.	Concentration	of	building	and	commercial	activity,	in	a	part	of	Tiruvannamalai	
town,	leaving	a	larger	part	unexplored,	has	also	not	attracted	the	public	attention.	That	
for	public	good,	private	rights	will	have	to	yield	to	a	reasonable	extent,	had	not	
attracted	the	thought	process	of	the	representees.	How	best	the	Girivalam	path	could	be	
protected	and	its	sanctity	preserved,	inclusive	of	the	need	for	visibility	of	Arunachala	
throughout	the	perambulating	path,	did	not	seriously	merit	the	attention	of	the	
representees,	though	in	a	very	small	measure	some	infinitesimal	suggestions	did	
surface.	

16.	Before	undertaking	an	inspection	tour	of	the	town	and	the	Girivalam	path,	it	was	felt	
necessary	by	this	Body	that	it	must	acquaint	itself,	with	the	draft	report	on	heritage	
development	plan,	provided	by	the	Asian	Information	Marketing	and	Social	Research	
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Private	Limited,	apart	from	seeking	the	help	of	The	National	Remote	Sensing	Agency,	
Hyderabad	and	the	Institute	of	Remote	Sensing,	Anna	University,	Chennai,	to	have	a	
broad	perspective	of	land	use	and	watershed	in	and	around	Tiruvannamalai.	In	that	
process,	we	were	also	furnished	by	the	Institute	of	Remote	Sensing,	Anna	University,	its	
identification	of	research	areas,	using	remote	sensing	and	GIS	(Geographical	Index	
Survey)	in	Tamil	Nadu,	with	special	reference	to	Tiruvannamalai	District,	on	being	
sponsored	by	the	Department	of	Rural	Development,	Government	of	Tamil	Nadu	and	
Tamil	Nadu	Water	Supply	and	Drainage	Board.	The	summary	of	its	research	and	
recommendations	will	form	part	of	our	consideration	at	the	appropriate	stage.	

17.	To	have	a	clear	understanding	of	the	locality,	the	nature	of	encroachments	and	other	
visible	problems,	which	will	facilitate,	suggestion	of	remedies,	we	deemed	it	fit	to	have	
an	inspection	of	several	parts	of	Tiruvannamalai	town,	the	eastern	slope	of	Mount	
Arunachala	and	the	entirety	of	the	Girivalam	path,	on	30th	October,	1999,	in	the	
forenoon.	In	the	afternoon,	we	heard	the	views	of	certain	members	of	the	assisting	
committee,	who	volunteered	to	make	suggestions	and	thereafter	closeted	ourselves,	to	
consider	the	outcome	of	the	representations	made,	our	views	thereon,	based	on	
collected	material	and	visual	inspection,	to	formulate	a	report	covering	all	aspects,	to	be	
forwarded	to	the	Honourable	High	Court.	

18.	To	discharge	the	challenging	and	onerous	task	placed	before	us,	we	deem	it	fit	to	
consider	the	requirements,	of	Tiruvannamalai,	the	Arunachala	Hill	and	the	Girivalam	
path	vis-a-vis	preservation	of	their	sanctity	under	several	heads,	viz.,	epigraphical	
backdrop,	the	geological	angle,	Arunachala	being	and	ecological	complex,	natural	water	
maintenance	system	in	the	hoard	past	and	all	than	is	now	in	existence	and	the	future	
requirements,	“the	Giripradakshina	Salai	and	its	requirements”	and	“our	observations	
in	general	and	the	possible	remedial	measures.”	

19.	LITERARY	AND	EPIGRAPHICAL	EVIDENCE:	The	earliest	literary	evidence	about	
existence	and	importance	of	Tiruvannamalai	Hill	can	be	traced	in	Keno	Upanishad,	
which	refers	to	it	as	a	column	of	fire.	The	Shivalinga	in	Tiruvannamalai	is	one	among	the	
five	Shivalingams	known	as	Panchabootha	Lingas.	The	prithvi	or	the	sand	lingam	in	
Kancheepuram,	the	Appu	or	water	lingam	in	Tiruvanaikaval	the	Vayu		or	air	lingam	in	
Kalahasthi,	the	Akasha	or	ether	lingam	in	Chidambaram	and	the	Theyu	or	fire	lingam	in	
Tiruvannamalai	are	those	Panchabootha	Lingams.	These	five	elements	are	eternal	
elements	of	Shiva	and	they	make	up	for	the	composition	of	our	existence.	The	
Shivalingam	is	understood	as	Roopa-aroopa,	namely	the	form	of	formless	one.	Adi	
Shankaracharya	stated	in	Sivananda	Lahari	as	hereunder:	

	O	all-pervading	Lord.	I	worship	You.	

	If	as	a	fruit	of	that	worship.	

	You	grant	me	the	privilege.	

	Of	becoming	a	Brahma	or	Vishnu.	

	I	shall	have	to	assume	the	form	of	swan.	
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	Or	even	a	boar	to	see	You	again.	

	And	after	failing	in	that	effort.	

	How	can	I	bear	the	sorrow?	

	Therefore	grant	me	O	Lord.	

	Without	delay	eternal	bliss.	

20.	The	origin	of	the	Hill	—	Mount	Arunachala,	though	well	known,	will	deserve	a	brief	
mention	in	this	context.	On	the	greatness	of	Arunachala,	the	description	of	Suta		to	the	
holy	men	of	Naimisaranya	and	all	that	Brahma	narrated	to	Sanaka,	to	the	same	question,	
form	the	literary	background.	Brahma	said	that	from	the	Supreme	effulgence,	which	is	
the	eternal	Shiva,	Narayana	(Vishnu)	and	He	were	born,	in	accordance	with	his	desire.	
Out	of	egoism,	they	engaged	in	an	argument	and	started	a	fight,	on	who	was	greater.	
Seeing	the	terrible	rage	into	which	they	had	fallen	while	quarrelling,	the	Lord	reflected:	
Why	should	there	be	a	destructive	fight	between	themselves	too,	as	to	who	was	
greater?	If	He	did	not	reveal	Himself	immediately	to	both	and	stop	their	fight,	the	world	
will	cease	to	exist”.	Shiva,	the	ocean	of	grace,	decided	to	reveal	Himself	in	definite	form	
somewhere	in	the	world,	so	that	even	a	mean	human	being	can	attain	Him,	the	moment	
he	thought	of	Him.	Having	so	decided,	the	eternal	Shiva	manifested	Himself,	as	a	column	
of	fire,	the	light	of	consciousness,	before	Brahma	and	Vishnu.	The	column	transcended	
all	the	worlds	and	its	limits,	could	not	be	perceived.	Both	became	confused	and	
unnerved,	on	seeing	that	blazing	column	of	effulgence.	A	voice	arose	in	the	air	
indicating	that	he	who	found	out	the	beginning	or	the	end	of	this	column,	was	the	
greater	of	the	two.	The	mythology	narrates	that	both	Vishnu	and	Brahma	taking	the	
forms	of	a	boar	and	a	swan,	were	unable	to	trace	the	terminals	of	this	pillar	of	fire.	
However,	Vishnu	accepted	on	His	return	weary	and	tired,	that	He	was	unable	to	see	the	
lower	terminal,	and	meditated	to	regain	the	surface	of	earth.	Brahma,	on	the	contrary,	
though	unable	to	find	the	top	extremity,	saw	a	flower	in	full	bloom,	falling	slowly	
downwards,	in	the	midst	of	the	burning	light,	of	the	flame.	The	Karthigai	flower	called	
out	to	Brahma,	and	exclaimed	that	it	was	falling	from	the	head	of	Shiva.	Brahma	told	the	
Lord,	that	in	his	flight	upwards,	he	found	the	top	of	the	glorious	flame	and	he	had	the	
Karthigai	flower	as	a	witness	of	this	event.	Lord	Shiva	became	greatly	enraged	and	
punished	Brhama,	for	his	deed,	in	that	he	would	never	be	honoured	in	this	world	by	
having	a	temple	in	his	name.	The	column	of	fire	grew	and	grew	and	was	shown	to	be	
Shiva	Himself,	without	beginning	and	without	end.	Shiva	then	spoke,	that	since	He	had	
manifested	in	the	form	of	a	Blazing	Linga	in	the	field	of	battle,	this	place	should	be	
known	as	Lingasthana	and	that	the	column	of	fire	without	root	or	top	shall	thenceforth	
be	diminutive	in	size,	for	the	sake	of	the	vision	and	worship	of	the	world.	Since	the	
flaming	Linga	rose	high,	resembling	a	mountain	of	fire,	this	shall	be	the	famous	reddish	
Arunachala	Hill.	The	Lord	then	ordained,	that	a	mere	sight	or	thought	of	this	Hill	would	
suffice	to	neutralize	all	karma	and	even	to	bestow	the	state	of	gnana.	He	also	stated	that	
by	living	within	a	radius	of	24	miles	of	this	Hill,	one	would,	even	without	initiation,	
attain	oneness	with	Him.	Mount	Arunachala	is	therefore	considered	to	be	Adhi	Lingam	
or	primal	form	of	Shiva,	the	Supreme	Lord,	the	true	and	absolute	self.	It	is	believed	that	
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in	Mount	Kailash,	the	Lord	dwells,	but	Arunachala	is	Lord	Shiva	Himself.	Since	
Arunachala	is	Shiva	Himself,	Pradakshina	around	Arunachala,	has	the	pride	of	place	in	
the	list	of	all	commendable	actions.	Mythology	further	states	that	Goddess	Parvathi	
achieved	supreme	grace	by	obtaining	oneness	with	Lord	Shiva,	only	after	having	
performed	numerous	pradakshinas.	

21.	Numbers	of	indirect	references	occur	in	some	of	the	Sangam	literatures,	relating	to	
Arunachala	Hill,	its	origin	and	the	Karthigai	Deepam	festival.	The	earliest	direct	
description	of	Arunachala	HillI	is	found	in	Thirumandiram	(Tantra	2-	Verses	372	to	
380).	Again,	Thevaram,	a	Tamil	Saiva	Classic,	contains	number	of	songs	on	Arunachala.	
However,	complete	details	on	many	aspects	of	the	Hill,	the	temple,	Giripradakshina	and	
various	legends,	can	be	found	at	the	earliest	only	in	Arunagiri	Puranam,	the	sixteenth	
century	literary	marvel.	According	to	its	composer,	Tiruvannamalai	Hill	has	supposedly	
existed	in	all	the	four	Yugas.	This	Hill	was	of	fire	in	Krithayuga,	was	a	gem	in	Trethayuga,	
was	of	gold	in	Dwaparayuga	and	emerald	in	Kaliyuga.	In	other	words,	in	Kaliyuga,	the	
Hill	is	reddish	in	colour,	known	as	reddish	Arunachala	(Chekka	Sivantha	Malai,	
Tiruvannamalai).	In	the	sixth	and	seventh	centuries,	in	the	hymns	of	Karaikkal	
Ammaiyar,	Appar	and	Gnanasambandar,	references	to	this	Hill,	have	been	made.	It	was	
in	the	ninth	century,	that	Manickavasagar	had	composed	his	poems.	Eminent	sages,	
including	Adi	Shankara,	according	to	the	holy	legends,	had	visited	Tiruvannamalai	and	
composed	songs	illustrating	the	spiritual	importance	of	this	place.	

22.	Of	the	119	inscriptions	found	and	listed	by	the	Archaeological	Survey	of	India,	the	
earliest	dated	inscription	is	about	850	A.D.	Culverts	and	plate	inscriptions	are	pieces	of	
strong	evidences	in	tracing	the	history.	Records	available	not	only	reveal	the	religious	
and	spiritual	aspects	of	Tiruvannamalai,	but	also	furnish	details	of	the	socio-economic	
status	of	the	area,	the	political	events	and	the	development	of	temples	and	theerthas	in	
Tiruvannamalai.	Absence,	of	inscriptions	prior	to	850	A.D.	or	non-availability	of	
references,	does	not	prove	the	absence	of	social	or	cultural	activities,	nor	does	it	show	
the	absence	of	the	temple.	In	fact,	we	have	positive	reference	about	the	existence	of	
terracotta	architecture	from	Periapuranam	(Visit	of	Manickavasagar)	and	other	minor	
texts.	One	should	bear	in	mind	that	the	pre-granite,	terracotta	architecture	and	
structures	are	highly	erodable	due	to	weathering.	It	is	an	accepted	fact,	even	
scientifically,	that	Mount	Arunachala	is	the	oldest	Hill	—	oldest	Natural	Shrine,	many	
millions	of	years	older	than	Himalayas.	Granites	of	Tiruvannamalai	are	found	to	be	of	
Archaean	age	(2.5	billion	or	260	crore	years	old)	and	the	mountain	belt	of	
Tiruvannamalai	is	one	of	the	areas	of	little	or	no	tectonic	activity,	i.e.	Seismologically	the	
belt	has	not	changed	drastically	its	characteristics	for	over	a	long	period.	The	Hill	
consists	of	igenous	rocks	containing	mostly	charnockites.	The	very	formation	of	the	Hill	
is	peculiar	to	its	weathering	as	well	its	strength,	which	originates	from	the	upheaval	of	
magma.	

23.	All	these	details	about	the	Hill,	its	sanctity,	mythological	or	otherwise,	have	been	
included	in	this	report	in	some	detail,	since	there	has	been	ruthless	encroachments	on	
the	eastern	slope	of	the	Hill,	supposedly	under	the	control	of	the	Arunachala	temple	
authorities	and	the	Government.	The	sad	feature	is	that	these	encroached	constructions	
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have	electricity	connections	and	bore	well	facilities,	offered	by	the	local	Municipality	
and	the	Electricity	Board.	We	were	told	that	an	order	was	passed	by	the	Electricity	
Board	directing	provision	of	power	supply	to	encroached	poromboke	lands	in	respect	
of	which	house	tax	has	been	levied	by	the	local	body	and	also	to	the	occupants	who	
possess	ration	cards.	This,	proceeding	is	appended	as	Annexure-D.	This,	of	course,	is	a	
matter	of	great	sorrow.	During	our	discussion,	the	local	authorities	present	brought	to	
our	notice	that	after	issue	of	B	Memos,	even	in	objectionable	poromboke	areas,	
property	tax	has	been	collected	by	the	Municipality.	It	was	emphatically	mentioned	to	
us	that,	as	far	as	the	objectionable	lands	were	concerned,	encroachments	should	have	to	
be	removed	lock,	stock	and	barrel,	but	unfortunately,	putting	a	premium	on	illegality,	
power	supply	and	water	resources	have	been	provided.	To	crores	and	crores	of	
devotees,	throughout	the	globe,	Arunachala	Hill	is	Lord	Shiva	Himself	and	any	activity	
on	the	Hill,	like	setting	fire	to	timber,	cutting	of	wood	and	even	removal	of	stones,	
would	make	their	hearts	bleed.	If	that	were	the	sanctity	attached	to	the	mountain,	it	will	
be	the	duty	of	all	concerned,	not	to	allow	desecration	of	the	Mountain	and	its	
surroundings.	While	considering	the	other	heads,	we	will	ponder	more	on	this	aspect.	
We	have	stated	earlier,	that	the	pillar	of	fire	took	a	diminutive	form	as	Arunachala	Hill,	
for	which,	the	rain	pouring	clouds	perform	abishekam,	the	trees	that	grow	on	the	slopes	
offer	flowers	and	the	sun	and	the	moon	offer	arathi	and	deepam.	For	the	sake	of	mortals,	
Lord	Shiva,	the	very	embodiment	of	compassion,	took	the	form	of	Linga	on	the	eastern	
side	of	the	Hill,	so	that	His	devotees	could	perform	abishekam,	aradhana	and	pooja	to	
their	hearts’	content.	That	is	how	the	Arunachaleswarar	temple	came	into	existence.	
Does	it	not	then	stir	one’s	conscience,	that	the	desecrations	are	unconscionable	and	
obnoxious!	

24.	GIRIPRADAKSHINA	ROAD:	The	Giripradakshina	Road	or	the	Parikrama	Road,	as	it	is	
called,	and	which	is	being	used	by	the	devotees	of	Arunachala,	for	over	several	
centuries,	which	practice	still	continues,	has	enormous	sanctity	attached	to	it,	that	its	
preservation	should	rank	primordial.	To	our	surprise,	during	the	public	sitting,	a	couple	
of	lone	voices	were	heard	about	the	lack	of	proof	to	establish	the	present	Girivalam	path	
as	the	age-old	circumambulating	route.	Before	applying	our	mind	to	the	antiquity	and	
existence,	of	the	Giripradakshina	path,	as	it	pervades	now,	let	us	have	a	brief	resume,	of	
the	importance	of	Giripradakshina	and	how	it	originated.	Adi	Shankara,	in	his	
bestowing	of	1008	names	to	Arunachala,	has	included	Giripradakshina	Priya	as	one	of	
them.	In	other	words,	it	signifies	that	Arunachala,	the	Presiding	Deity	of	Tiruvannamalai,	
is	the	Lover	of	Giripradakshina.	In	the	Sahasranama	archana,	“Om	Giripradakshanaya	
Namaha”	finds	a	place	(Refer:	Ramana’s	Arunachala	—	Ocean	of	Grace	Divine).	It	is	
custom	accredited	and	accepted	that	Lord	Arunachala	Himself,	who	is	so	fond	of	the	Hill,	
goes	around	the	Hill	twice	a	year	with	His	Consort	Unnamulai.	Materials	are	available	to	
confirm,	that	Shri	Ramana	Maharshi,	in	answer	to	a	question	from	a	devotee	as	to	what	
was	the	greatness	of	the	Hill,	around	which	several	people	go	frequently,	recounted	the	
following	story:		

It	seems	Amba	who	was	doing	tapas	went	around	the	Hill	on	the	day	of	Karthigai	star	in	
the	first	quarter	of	the	night.	Immediately	after	the	darshan	at	the	Hill	beacon	of	
Deepam.	She	was	chanted	on	Lord	Shiva:	
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	It	is	also	a	matter	of	record	that	Shri	Ramana	Maharshi	used	to	perform	Pradakshina	of	
the	Hill	several	times	during	the	year.	His	Holiness	Kanchi	Mahaswamigal	
(Paramacharya),	had	performed	Pradakshina	and	exclaimed	Arunachala	Shiva,	as	
Aruna	Jata.	Many	Siddhas,	Sages	and	Mahatmas	continue	this	Parikrama.	Arunachala	
Purana	has	described	the	greatness	of	Giripradakshina	as	hereunder:	

	To	go	around	the	Hill	is	good.	The	word	Pradakshina	has	very	precise	meaning.	The	letter	
pra	stands	for	removal	of	ailings	of	sins.	Da	stands	for	____________	

	The	Hindu	mythology	refers	to	Goddess	Parvathi,	on	the	advice	of	sage	Gautama,	
worshipping	Arunachala	by	circumambulating	the	Hill,	in	the	company	of	her	friends	
with	the	aim	of	getting	her	desires	fulfilled.	It	is	an	age-old	belief,	crowned	by	complete	
and	absolute	faith,	that	the	Lord	of	Arunachala	Hill,	a	magnetic	attraction,	glorious	as	He	
is,	is	a	repository	of	compassion	and	circumambulating	the	Hill	on	foot,	meant	relief	
from	suffering.	It	is	a	matter	of	common	knowledge	that	the	pilgrims	who	go	around	the	
Hill,	either	walk	slowly,	totally	quiet,	or	proceed	chanting	the	name	of	the	Lord	as	
“Namasivaya”,	“Arunachala”,	“Siva	Siva”	and	so	onand	so	forth.	It	is	also	an	established	
practice	for	those	who	circumambulate,	to	look	at	Arunachala	during	the	process,	from	
all	possible	places	and	sighting	of	the	panchamuka	of	the	Hills	has	been	a	rewarding	
experience.	The	mountain	is	stated	to	be	full	of	medicinal	herbs,	the	resultant	breeze	
from	which	causes	a	healthy	effect	on	all	those	who	proceed	around	the	Hill.	It	cannot	
be	gainsaid	that	one	obtains	a	better	perspective	of	the	Hill,	when	he	moves	further	
away	from	the	foot	of	the	Hill.	It	is	from	such	distance	that	the	physical	features	of	the	
Hill	are	easily	and	clearly	seen.	It	is	in	this	context	as	well,	that	the	Giripradakshina	path,	
which	is	now	being	used	by	the	pilgrims	and	believed	to	have	been	used	as	such	from	
time	immemorial,	has	an	added	significance.	We	have	earlier	mentioned	about	the	
panchamukam	or	the	five	faces	of	the	Lord,	which	are	Satyajatham,	Vamadevam,	
Tatpurusham,	Esanam	and	Agoram.	The	sunrise	and	sunset	in	the	successive	peaks,	
exhibit	the	majesty	and	imposing	splendour	of	the	Lord	in	all	His	glory.	

25.	Before	further	describing	the	Girivalami	path,	it	would	be	better	to	answer	those	hazy	
objections	raised	on	the	lack	of	proof	of	the	present	Giripradakshina	Salai,	being	the	one	
which	has	antiquity	attached	to	it.	Nandhi	is	seen	in	all	Shivasthalams,	opposite	to	the	
Presiding	Deity.	We	have	already	mentioned	that	Arunachala	Hill	is	Lord	Shiva	Himself	
and	as	a	proof	positive,	we	have	several	Nandikeswarars	facing	the	Hill,	throughout	the	
Girivalam	path	and	that	is	one	indication	of	the	ancient	nature	of	the	circumambulating	
route.	Apart	from	these	Nandhys,	there	are	several	Lingams	in	the	Girivalam	path,	
which	again	confirm	the	habit	or	custom	of	those	perambulating	pilgrims	worshipping	
en-route	the	Ashta	Lingas	(We	have	one	more,	Surya	Lingam,	making	it	nine).	The	
several	theerthas	on	the	Girivalam	path,	which	according	to	the	puranic	days,	were	365	
in	number,	have	mostly	vanished	leaving	only	a	few	tens	of	them,	even	which,	are	in	
dilapidated	and	non-usable	condition.	It	is	the	belief	that	in	the	365	theerthas,	which	
were	in	existence	in	the	past,	the	devotees,	that	included	Devas,	Sages,	Saints,	Sadhus	
and	Mahathmas,	used	to	take	a	bath	in	one	theertha	every	day,	thus	covering	in	a	year	
all	the	365	theerthas.	The	visibility	of	the	Hill	from	these	theerthas	and	the	situation	of	
the	Nandhys,		is	one	further	confirming	indication,	that	the	existing	Girivalam	pathhh	is	
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one	which	had	been	used	by	pilgrims,	for	centuries	together.	A	path	touching	all	the	
sacred	places	and	structures	could	not	have	been	changed	and	that	is	one	more	strong	
reason	to	accept	that	the	present	Girivalam	path	is	the	one	that	has	been	in	existence	
for	a	long	period.	The	benefit	of	going	around	the	Hill	in	a	clockwise	direction,	along	the	
prescribed	path	touching	the	different	shrines,	stands	highlighted	in	a	number	of	
literary	pieces	in	the	last	500	years,	to	speak,	of	the	minimum.	Further,	existence	of	
three	inscribed	milestones	bearing	street	names	in	the	present	Giripradakshina	path,	
establishes	the	existence	of	this	path	at	least	for	the	last	700	years.	In	one	of	the	
milestones,	we	find	the	following	inscription:	

	Swasthisri	Vikrama	Pandian	Thiruveedhi	

	Vangam	Vahuppu	

	In	the	other	two	stones,	the	following	inscription	is	found	

	Swasthisri	Vikrama	Pandian	Thiruveedhi	

	Aram	Vahuppy	

In	all	the	three	stones,	below	the	inscriptions	above	stated,	we	find	two	fishes	and	a	
whip,	which	is	the	seal	of	Pandiya	Dynasty.	The	first	stone	is	situated	on	the	left	side	of	
the	Girivalam	path	and	the	other	two	are	planted	one	on	each	side.	The	photographs	of	
these	milestones	are	appended	as	Annexure-E.	Information	is	available	that	
Vajrangatha	Pandian	was	the	first	to	have	the	road	around	the	Hill	paved.	It	was	he	who	
ordered	the	construction	of	numerous	shrines	and	digging	of	sacred	theerthas.	
Mythology	shows	that	Kaladhara	and	Kandasali	were	cursed	by	Sage	Durvasa,	to	be	
born	as	a	cat	and	a	horse,	for	having	picked	up	flowers,	intended	as	ritual	offerings	to	
Lord	Shiva,	and	for	having	either	inhaled	or	trampled	over	them.	In	his	mercy	on	
imploration	for	forgiveness,	the	sage	stated,	that	they	would	regain	their	original	form,	
after	circumambulating	Arunachala.	The	cat	dwelled	in	the	forest	surrounding	
Arunachala,	while	the	horse	was	selected	by	King	Vajrangatha	as	his	favourite	mount.	
Once	when	the	king	was	hunting	in	the	vicinity	of	the	Hill	Arunachala,		he	noticed	the	
handsome	cat,	which	he	determined	to	take	alive	and	to	achieve	his	object,	gave	it	a	
chase.	The	cat	escaped.	After	the	cat	and	the	horse	had	completed	the	pradakshina,	both	
fell	down	dead	only	to	emerge	as	the	original	Gandharvas,	to	the	great	astonishment	of	
the	Pandiya	King.	When	the	king	knew	about	the	benefit	of	pradakshina	on	barefoot	and	
his	not	having	obtained	any	benefit	since	he	had	gone	mounted	on	the	horse,	he	
renounced	his	kingdom	and	went	around	Arunachala,	thrice	a	day	and,	as	stated	earlier,	
it	was	he	who	was	responsible,	for	paving	of	the	road	around	the	Hill,	constructon	of	
temples	and	digging	of	sacred	theerthas.	

26.	We	have	earlier	noticed	certain	objections	raised	by	some	of	the	representees	
regarding	the	point	of	commencement	of	Giripradakshina,	which	according	to	them	
could	not	be	from	Sri	Ramanashramam.	It	was	their	plea	that	Giripradakshina	should	
customarily	begin	from	Sri	Arunachaleswarar	temple	and	end	in	the	same	venue.	It	is	
fairly	clear	that	the	Giripradakshina	Road	is	a	circular	orbit	and	for	completion	of	
Giripradakshina,	one	must	return	to	the	spot	from	where	he	commenced	his	onward	
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march.	It	was	stated	by	many	of	the	representees	that	Girivalam	usually	commenced	
from	Sri	Arunachaleswarar	temple.	We	visualize,	that	if	any	pilgrim	opts	to	commence	
his	pradakshina,	from	any	other	milestone	and	return	to	the	same	venue,	it	cannot	be	
stated	that	it	does	not	constitute	Pradakshina.	The	bent	of	mind	of	a	particular	pilgrim	
may	be	the	decisive	factor.	We	have	no	difficulty	in	arriving	at	the	conclusion,	that	the	
usual	custom	appears	to	be	to	commence	Girivalam	from	the	temple	of	Sri	
Arunachaleswarar	and	return	to	the	same	venue.	If	we	commence	the	Pradakshina	from	
Sri	Arunachalewarar	temple,	marked	as	No.43	in	the	plan	appended	as	Annexure-F,	the	
Pradakshina	route	will	cover	Sivaganga	Tank	(44),	the	Indira	Lingam	(45),	the	Agni	
Lingam	(50),	Seshadri	Ashram	(51),	Dakshinamoorthi	Shrine	(52),	Ramanashramam	
(1),	Pali	theertham	(2),	Ganesha	temple	(3),	Agasthiya	Theertham	(4),	Palakottu	(5),	
Drowpathi	temple	(6),	Yama	Lingam	(7),	Ganesha	Shrine	(8),	Sone	theertham	(9),	
Niruthi	Lingam	(10),	Unnamulai	Amman	shrine	and	Unnamulai	theertham	(11	and	12),	
Hanuman	shrine	(13),	Vedapari	Mandapam	(15),	Gautama	Ashramam	(16),	Suriya	
Lingam	(17).	(This	Lingam	is	not	one	of	those	Ashtalingams.	It	is	believed	that	the	Sun	
God	prayed	to	Lord	Shiva	from	this	spot),	Varuna	Lingam	(18),	Adi	Annamalai	temple	
(19),	Manickavasagar	temple	(20),	Vayu	Lingam	(21),	Kubera	Lingam	(24),	
Panchamuka	shrine	(25),	Esanya	Lingam	and	Esanya	Mutt	(28	and	29)	and	Durgai	
Amman	temple	(32),	before	ending	in	Sri	Arunachaleswarar	temple	(42)	on	return.	
Indira	Lingam,	one	of	the	Ashtalingams,	was	worshipped	by	Indira,	the	Digbalaka	of	the	
east.	Agni	Lingam,	marked	as	No.50	in	the	plan,	was	worshipped	by	Agni,	the	God	of	fire	
and	Digbalaka	of	southeast.	Yama	Lingam	(7)	was	worshipped	by	Yama,	the	God	of	
death	as	well	the	guardian	angel	of	the	southern	direction.	Niruti	Lingam	(10)	was	
worshipped	by	Niruti,	one	of	the	Ashta	Dikbalakas,	the	guardian	of	southwest.	Niruthi	
was	the	chief	of	the	demons.	Varuna	Lingam	(18)	is	believed	to	have	been	worshipped	
by	Varuna,	the	guardian	angel	of	the	west,	at	this	point.	Vayu	Lingam	(21)	was	
worshipped	by	Vayu,	the	Digbalaka		of	the	northwest.	Kubera	Lingam	(24)	was	
worshipped	by	Kubera,	the	God	of	wealth	and	Digbalaka	of	the	northern	direction.	
Esanya	Lingam	(28)	is	the	place	of	worship	of	Lord	Arunachala	by	Esanya,	the	
Digbalaka	of	the	northeast	direction.	It	is	apparent	that	these	eight	Lingas	around	the	
Hill,	one	at	each	of	the	eight	directions,	were	installed	and	worshipped	by	the	respective	
Digbalakas	(guardians	of	those	directions)	and	the	situation	of	these	Lingas	is	one	other	
strong	indication	of	the	antiquity	of	the	present	Girivalam	path.	

27.	The	authorities	of	Sri	Arunachaleswarar	Devasthanam,	Tiruvannamalai,	have	placed	
before	us	a	booklet	marked	as	Appendix-G,	which	contains	details	of	the	Ashta	Lingas,	
the	theerthas,	streams	(sunaigal)	and	caves	existing	in	the	Girivalam	path.	Thirty-one	
theerthas	are	situated	in	Tiruvannamalai	town,	Alapiranthan	village,	Athiyandal	
panchayat,	Adi	Annamalai	panchayat,	Gosalai	panchayat,	Adaiyur	panchayat	—	all	
around	the	Girivalam	path.	They	are	listed	under	the	head	Theerthangal”	in	the	booklet.	
It	is	seen	from	the	chart	in	the	booklet	that	Sri	Arunachaleswarar	temple	is	in	
possession	of	pattas	for	the	Ashta	Lingams.	Certain	encroachments	have	been	noted	in	
the	tabular	statement	and	underneath	the	tabulation,	it	is	shown	that	steps	are	being	
taken	for	removal	of	encroachments.	Annexure-G	also	contains	list	of	Mandaps	on	the	
Girivalam	path,	16	in	number,	of	which	13	are	under	the	control	of	Sri	
Arunachaleswarar	temple,	while	3	of		them,	namely,	Reddigal	Karungal	mandapam,	
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Singa	mandapam	and	Goutama	Rishi	mandapam	are	under	the	control	of	private	parties.	
These	mandapams,	obviously,	were	established	to	help	the	perambulating	pilgrims,	to	
take	rest	if	needed	during	their	Pradakshina	of	the	Arunachala	Hill.	These	mandapams	
again	confirm	the	ancient	nature	of	the	present	Girivalam	path.	

28.	Before	consideration	of	ways	and	means	to	preserve	the	sanctity	of	the	Girivalam	path,	
as	it	exists	today,	and	which,	in	our	opinion,	has	existed	from	time	immemorial,	it	will	
be	necessary	to	refer	to	in	passing	the	existence	of	an	inner	path,	abutting	the	mountain,	
which	was	used	by	the	Rishis,	Saints	and	Sages.	To	traverse	on	this	path,	one	has	to	be	
prepared	to	tread	over	the	rough	ground	scattered	with	sharp	stones,	thorns	and	
occasional	appearances	of	snakes.	It	is	believed	that	his	was	densely	forested	area	in	the	
not	far	off	past.	As	we	have	stated	earlier,	the	majority	of	lakes,	theerthas	and	the	
mandapams	lie	along	the	outer	path	and	so	the	Ashta	Lingas.	There	is	no	doubt	that	at	
present,	the	Girivalam	path	is	a	fully	tarred	road	with	sufficient	light.	It	is	further	well	
known	that	this	Pradakshina	route	is	open	to	heavy	traffic	resulting	in	noise,	dust	and	
air	pollutions.	This	abundant	traffic	also	threatens	peaceful	Pradakshina	walk	by	the	
pilgrims,	who	are	ever	afraid	of	the	traffic/accident	hazards,	affecting	their	
concentration.	These	are	days	when	trains	run	over	platforms,	buses	into	wayside	
buildings	and	aircrafts	land	in	agricultural	fields.	Therefore,	if	roads	intended	for	
vehicular	traffic,	are	crowded	with	vehicles	of	various	types,	that	cannot	be	termed	as	
unusual.	But	a	remedy	has	to	be	sought,	to	help	the	pilgrims	on	the	Girivalam	path,	to	
peacefully	perambulate,	having	their	thoughts	concentrated	on	Arunachala,	without	
being	disturbed	even	in	the	least.	We	had	occasion	to	mention	earlier	that	on	full	moon	
days,	Karthigai	Deepam	day	and	Mahashivarathri	day,	vehicular	traffic	is	prohibited	on	
the	Girivalam	path.	We	know	by	our	experience	that	pilgrims	in	lakhs	use	the	Girivalam	
road	on	such	occasions,	making	it	almost	impossible	even	for	two-wheelers	to	inch	their	
way	on	that	road.	On	other	days,	we	learn	that	a	few	thousands	of	pilgrims	perform	
Girivalam	and	if	that	be	so,	prohibition	of	traffic	on	a	few	days	alone	will	not	be	a	
solution	to	the	problem,	the	pilgrims	face	during	their	Giripradakshina.	It	is	further	
accepted	that	most	of	the	devotees	walk	barefooted,	looking	as	often	as	possible	at	
Arunachala	Hill.	The	encroachments	in	the	Girivalam	path	compromise	the	solitude	of	
the	pilgrim’s	path,	thereby	robbing	them	of	the	opportunity	to	move	in	peaceful	
contemplation.	The	widening	or	re-metalling	of	the	road,	has	tended	to	the	advantage	of	
vehicles,	but	it	is	disadvantageous	to	the	pilgrims.	In	our	view,	it	would	not	only	be	
proper,	but	very	helpful	too	if	a	sufficiently	wide	‘Gravel	Shoulder’	(unmetalled	gravel	
pavement)	is	made	available	along	the	entire	stretch	of	Girivalam	path,	which	would	
allow	the	pilgrims,	to	walk	peacefully	without	stepping	into	the	main	road.	This	
unmetalled	pavement	while	proceeding	clockwise	around	the	hill,	can	be	situated	on	
the	left	of	the	present	tarred	road.	We	find	that	sufficient	lands,	poromboke	as	well	as	
patta,	are	available,	to	execute	this	work	of	providing	unmetalled	gravel	pavement	road,	
if	we	may	so	call	it.	To	achieve	this	objective,	it	will	be	necessary	for	the	Government	to	
acquire	such	of	those	patta	lands	required	for	this	public	purpose.	This	has	to	be	in	
addition,	to	an	outer	bypass	ring	road,	which	would	commence	in	the	vicinity	of	the	
railway	level	crossing	situated	on	the	Tindivanam-Tiruvannamalai	Road	and	end	on	the	
Chengam	Road,	a	few	kilometres	away	from	the	branching	of	the	Girivalam	path	from	
that	Road.	This	formation	of	an	outer	ring	road	is	bound	to	reduce	the	density	of	traffic	
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inside	Tiruvannamalai	town,	most	parts	of	which,	are	integral	parts	of	Giripradakshina	
path.	It	is	our	considered	opinion	that	the	railway	level	crossings	on	the	Tindivanam-
Tiruvannamalai	Road	and	Villupuram-Tiruvannamalai	road,	act	as	artificial	partitions	
prohibiting	developmental	activity,	resulting	in	all	commercial	and	construction	
activities	getting	restricted	to	a	small	part	of	Tiruvannamalai	town,	in	and	around	Sri	
Arunachaleswarar	temple	and	the	Girivalam	path.	If	flyovers	or	subways	are	planned	
and	constructed	over	or	under	these	railway	level	crossings,	activities	of	improvement	
are	bound	to	spread	over,	to	the	other	parts	of	Tiruvannamalai,	naturally	leaving	the	
traditional	Tiruvannamalai	town	intact,	helping	those	who	believe	in	aithiha	and	the	
resultant	consequences	that	flow	there	from.	A	mention	has	earlier	been	made	about	
laying	of	a	sufficiently	wide	‘Gravel	Shoulder’	(unmetalled	gravel	pavement).	As	it	stand	
today,	it	will	easily	be	possible	to	lay	such	a	pathway	from	the	branching	of	the	
Girivalam	path	from	Chengam	Road,	till	it	touches	the	junction	of	Polur	Road.	
Thereafter,	on	crossing	Esanya	Lingam,	we	have	the	bus	station,	which	occupies	a	
sufficiently	a	large	extent	of	land.	It	is	situated	on	the	Girivalam	path	and	due	to	a	large	
cluster	of	passengers	proceeding	in	and	out	of	the	bus	station,	surroundings	of	which	
are	densely	crowded	with	commercial	establishments,	it	is	a	veritable	nuisance	for	
circumambulating	pilgrims	to	pass	peacefully	through	this	area,	with	all	their	thoughts	
glued	on	Lord	Arunachaleswarar.	We	were	informed,	that	this	bus	station	was	situated	
elsewhere	some	years	ago,	before	it	found	its	present	location.	Keeping	in	view	the	
uniqueness	of	Arunachala,	its	significance,	natural,	spiritual	and	religious,	and	its	
relevance	to	the	modern	world,	we	recommend	shifting	of	the	bus	station,	to	a	location	
on	the	Tindivanam-Tiruvannamalai	Road,	some	distance	away	from	the	existing	railway	
level	crossing,	towards	Tindivanam	side.	As	an	alternative,	shifting	of	the	bus	station	to	
the	Vellore	road	where	the	new	Collectorate	is	expected	to	function	shortly	can	be	
considered,	if	this	will	be	more	viable.	If	this	change	of	location	were	to	be	done,	we	
have	to	naturally	concern	ourselves	about	the	movement	of	pilgrims,	inside	
Tiruvannamalai	town,	at	least	for	those,	who	will	be	in	need	of	transportation.	We	were	
told	that	certain	mini	buses	are	operating	to	a	few	destinations	within	Tiruvannamalai	
town	and	if	an	addition	to	this	fleet	of	mini-buses	is	made,	that	can	be	a	solution.	By	
shifting	of	the	bus	station	and	by	provision	of	sub-ways	or	flyovers,	if	as	we	expect,	
construction	and	commercial	activities	spread	over	to	other	parts	of	Tiruvannamalai	
town,	the	Giripradakshina	salai	commencing	from	Sri	Arunachaleswarar	temple,	will	be	
fairly	free,	for	those	pilgrims	who	have	to	pass	through	some	of	the	main	streets	in	
Tiruvannamalai	on	their	Parikrama	of	the	Arunachala	Hill.	We	were	also	told	that	the	
National	Highway	from	Pondicherry	to	Bangalore	via	Krishnagiri,	is	expected	to	pass	
through	the	heart	of	Tiruvannamalai.	This	proposal	may	have	to	be	shelved	and	the	
National	Highway	should	proceed	along	the	outer	ring	road	suggested	by	us,	thereby	
leaving	the	Girivalam	path	free	from	hindrance	of	heavy	traffic.	It	will	also	be	possible,	
to	consider,	if	a	less	broader	unmetalled	gravel	pathway	can	be	carved	out	in	the	town	
portion	also,	to	help	the	pilgrims	to	use	the	Girivalam	path,	without	hindrance	from	
vehicular	traffic.	The	feasibility	of	this	carving	of	an	unmetalled	road	inside	town,	will	
need	deep	study,	which	will	have	to	be	undertaken	by	the	local	town	planning	
authorities.	
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29.	During	our	inspection,	we	noticed	that	the	existing	constructions	in	and	around	the	
temple,	tend	to	prevent	even	the	visibility	of	the	temple	tower.	This	is	a	rather	sad	
feature.	We	recommend	that	on	the	four	streets,	viz.	North	&	south	Otha	Vaada	Streets,	
Peygopura	Street	and	part	of	Chinna	Kadai	Street,	surrounding	the	temple,	future	
constructions	can	be	allowed	only	to	a	height	of	6.6	metres.	In	other	words,	
construction	of	ground	and	first	floors	and	nothing	more	can	be	allowed.	If	renovation	
or	reconstruction,	after	demolition	of	some	existing	buildings,	are	requested,	
permission	should	be	restricted	only	to	a	height	of	6.6	metres,	irrespective	of	the	height	
of	those	buildings	at	the	earlier	point	of	time.	Unauthorized	constructions	on	
Government	poromboke	lands	will	have	to	be	removed.	This	may	pose	certain	
difficulties,	for	we	have	been	made	aware,	that	even	in	Tiruvannamalai	town	proper,	for	
encroachments	in	poromboke	lands,	B	memos	have	been	issued,	though	permission	to	
construct	have	not	been	granted.	Town	planning	is	an	important	concept	and	
haphazard	raising	of	buildings,	cannot	be	allowed.	Unauthorized	constructions	will	
have	to	be	erased.	It	was	brought	to	our	notice,	by	some	members	in	the	council	
assisting	us,	that	constructions	put	up	without	obtaining	permission	and	in	violation	of	
the	rules	framed,	ultimately	get	regularized	in-groups,	on	political	intervention	and	
such	an	action	should	not	be	permitted.	We	are	certain,	that	regularization	of	illegal	
constructions	will	amount	to	putting	a	premium	on	unlawful	activity	and	that	should	be	
put	an	end	to.	Law	should	be	obeyed	and	non-obedience	should	not	be	allowed	to	fetch	
rewards.	We	share	the	anxiety	expressed	by	some	of	the	members	of	the	council	that	
regularization	of	illegal	activity	would	even	stifle	the	exercise,	we	are	now	involved	in.	
The	Honourable	High	Court,	which	is	seized	of	the	matter,	will	be	the	ultimate	authority,	
to	decide	on	this	aspect	as	well,	for	our	duty	stops,	with	submission	of	a	report	on	our	
assessment,	of	the	representations	made	and	the	views	expressed,	by	the	members	of	
the	public.	Construction	activity,	in	the	other	areas	of	the	town,	excluding	the	four	
surrounding	streets	of	the	temple	mentioned	earlier,	could	be	permitted	to	the	height	of	
nine	metres.	This,	of	course,	excludes	the	Girivalam	path,	commencing	from	Sri	
Ramanasramam-Housing	Board	Quarters-Forest	Office	belt	on	the	Chengam	Road	and	
ending	in	the	location	of	Esanya	Lingam,	or	the	branching	of	the	road,	from	that	locality	
to	Avalurpet.	We	have	carefully	considered	the	scope	for	permitting	construction	
activity	between	the	Hill	and	the	Girivalam	road,	and	our	conclusion	is	that	allowing	of	
any	construction	in	this	area	would	affect	the	sanctity	of	this	spiritual	sthala,	apart	from	
hampering	the	view	of	Arunachala	Hill,	which	is	an	integral	part	of	the	Giripradakshina	
We	learnt	during	our	inspection,	that	a	few	constructions	in	between	the	Hill	and	the	
Girivalam	road,	were	totally	unauthorized,	though	they	may	be	situated	on	patta	lands.	
Of	course,	some	of	them	exist	on	poromboke	lands.	If	those	constructions	on	patta	or	
poromboke	lands	are	unauthorized,	they	have	to	be	removed	after	due	notice,	in	the	
former	case	and	intimation	in	the	latter	case.	Many	of	the	buildings,	which	are	in	
existence,	after	the	branching	of	Adi	Annamalai	temple	road,	from	the	Girivalam	path	
and	which	are	stated	to	be	on	patta	lands	and	not	over	a	height	of	six	metres,	may	not	
have	to	be	disturbed.	They	appear	to	be	old	constructions	and	most	of	them,	we	are	told,	
were	built	with	the	permission	of	the	local	panchayat.	Non	permitted	buildings	may	run	
the	risk	of	erasure	but	study	of	individual	cases	will	have	to	left	to	be	authorities	
concerned,	whose	work,	of	course,	may	have	to	be	monitored	by	a	committee	of	
eminent	citizens	of	Tiruvannamalai	and	senior	officials	of	the	Government,	as	the	



Establishing	Arunachala	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	
	

NOT	FOR	PUBLIC	DISTRIBUTION	 	 Page	24	

Honourable	High	Court	may	choose	to	constitute.	A	Cattle	farm	in	this	area	stated	to	be	
unauthorized	has	to	be	looked	into.	We	also	find	on	the	Kanchi	Road,	situated	on	the	
Girivalam	path,	constructions	on	poromboke	lands	(initially	temporary	settlements),	
which	have	been	regularized	later	to	accommodate	Srilankan	Refugees,	and	some	
Government	offices.	These	buildings	do	affect	the	sanctity	of	the	Pradakshina	path.	It	
will	always	be	possible	for	the	Government	to	shift	the	Srilankan	Refugee	camp	from	its	
present	location	to	another	place,	without	affecting	the	sanctity	of	Tiruvannamalai	town	
and	the	Pradakshina	path.	The	Government	and	other	buildings,	which	exist	on	this	
road,	may	have	to	be	shifted	else	where	are	in	any	event,	the	height	of	those	buildings	
should	be	limited	to	6.6	metres.	It	is	unfortunate	that	recently	after	initiation	of	some	of	
these	Writ	Petitions	a	commercial	showroom	has	come	up	on	the	Kanchi	Road,	which	is	
stated	to	be	on	patta	land.	The	restrictions	on	the	height	of	the	buildings,	which	we	have	
suggested	earlier	will	have	to	naturally	apply	to	this	construction	as	well.	We	are	not	
particularizing	by	mentioning	the	names	of	the	owners	of	unauthorized	constructions	
in	poromboke	or	patta	lands,	for	we	are	of	the	firm	opinion,	that	the	local	authorities	
will	have	to	ascertain,	after	due	enquiry,	about	the	permission	or	lack	of	it,	for	those	
constructions,	and	thereafter	issue	notices	or	intimations	and	take	further	steps	for	
removal	or	modification	of	those	constructions.	The	construction	activity,	if	permitted	
between	the	Girivalam	path	and	the	Hill,	is	bound	to	affect	the	watershed	management	
as	well.	Erosion	of	soil	is	yet	another	danger.	On	the	scope	for	construction	activity,	in	
the	area	beyond	the	Girivalam	path,	and	on	its	left,	we	consider	that	after	a	distance	of	
100	feet	from	the	Girivalam	Road,	construction	of	farm-houses	to	a	limited	area	can	be	
permitted	with	farming	activity	occupying	a	larger	area.	That	will	help	the	management	
of	watershed.	Portions	of	the	lands	abutting	the	Girivalam	path	on	its	left,	clockwise	
may	be	required	for	expansion	activities	and	if	patta	lands	are	situated	in	that	belt,	they	
may	have	to	be	acquired	by	the	Government	in	the	interests	of	the	public	in	general.	We	
are	definite	that	in	the	Giripradakshina	path,	commencing	from	Sri	Ramanasramam-
Housing	Board	Quarters-Forest	Office	belt	on	Chengam	Road,	construction	of	hotels,	
lodges,	shrines,	government	Officers/Quarters,	Housing	Board	Constructions,	theatres,	
cinema	houses,	hospitals,	dispensaries,	kiosks	selling	drinks,	eatables	etc.,	and	any	
marketing	outlet	should	not	be	permitted.	Even	temporary	commercial	activity	existing	
on	the	Girivalam	path,	on	full	moon	days	and	other	festive	days	will	have	to	be	
prohibited.	They	are	responsible	for	dust	and	noise	pollution.	Heaping	up	of	throwaway	
material	is	another	health	hazard.	We	have	already	mentioned	that	the	peace	and	
tranquillity	of	the	pilgrims	perambulating	on	this	part	will	be	affected	by	these	acts	of	
nuisance.	The	Girivalam	path	referred	to	above,	must	also	be	announced	as	‘No	Horn	
Zone’	and	the	speed	limit	of	the	vehicles	should	be	minimized,	with	suitable	supervisory	
provisions	to	have	those	rules	enforced.	The	Girivalam	path	must	be	provided	with	
outlets	catering	hygienic	drinking	water	and	sufficient	toilet	facilities,	neatly	
maintained,	must	also	be	provided.	The	mandapams,	which	have	been	in	existence	for	a	
long	time,	and	which	are	now	dilapidated	should	be	renovated	to	help	the	pilgrims	to	
rest	on	their	onward	journey	whenever	needed.	Some	of	the	mandapams	that	have	
been	encroached	upon	and	used	as	eating	houses	or	lodges	should	be	made	free	from	
trespass.	All	the	theerthas	and	streams	which	are	now	in	existence,	will	have	to	be	
desilted	and	renovated	so	that	they	can	serve	as	bathing	tanks	as	in	the	past,	as	well	
satisfy	the	water	needs	of	the	town.	We	will	have	occasion	to	refer	to	this	aspect	over	
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again	when	dealing	with	the	water	needs	of	Tiruvannamalai	and	the	sources	from	
which	such	needs	can	be	met.	We	have	mentioned	earlier	about	the	mushrooming	of	
temples	on	the	Girivalam	path,	some	with	permission,	and	many	without	permission,	
which	are	used	as	money	spinning	venues,	playing	upon	the	sentiment	vulnerability	of	
the	pilgrims.	All	unauthorized	temples	that	have	mushroomed,	will	have	to	be	
mercilessly	removed.	Unauthorized	extensions	of	authorized	constructions,	which	tend	
to	affect	the	sanctity	of	Tiruvannamalai	town	and	its	surroundings	will	also	have	to	be	
erased.	The	Hindi	Religious	and	Charitable	Endowments	Department	has	an	active	role	
to	play	in	this	regard.	We	agree	with	the	views	expressed	by	some	of	the	representees,	
that	industrial	activity	cannot	be	permitted	within	a	radius	of	30	kilo	metres	from	the	
town	limits	of	Tiruvannamalai.		

30.	The	eastern	slope	of	Mount	Arunachala	and	the	road	leading	to	it	are	flooded	with	
unauthorized	constructions.	We	were	told	by	the	authorities	who	accompanied	us,	
during	our	visual	tour,	that	some	of	the	constructions	on	patta	lands	were	permitted.	An	
Original	suit	bearing	No.67	of	1936	was	filed	in	the	Court	of	the	Subordinate	Judge,	
Vellore,	by	the	Trustees	of	Sri	Arunachaleswarar	temple	against	the	Secretary	of	State	
for	India	in	Council	and	represented	by	the	Collector	of	North	Arcot	District	at	Vellore,	
to	declare	that	the	temple	was	the	absolute	owner	of	the	eastern	slope	of	the	Hill,	1750	
acres	in	extent,	with	trees,	temples	etc.,	described	in	detail	in	the	plaint	schedule,	since	
the	defendant	by	G.O.	dated	9-5-34	and	published	in	the	District	Gazette	has	constituted	
the	said	property	into	a	Reserve	Forest.	Directions	to	the	defendant	to	restore	
possession	of	the	property	aforestated,	and	to	pay	yearly	mesne	profits	till	surrender	of	
possession,	were	also	prayed	for.	It	was	in	this	suit	that	Shri	Ramana	Maharshi	was	
examined	as	witness	on	behalf	of	the	temple	administration.	Ultimately,	the	suit	was	
decreed	in	terms	of	a	compromise	on	13-7-1940,	whereby	the	temple	authorities	
accepted	the	title	of	the	Crown	to	the	suit	property.	The	Government,	however	granted	
the	said	property	to	the	Devasthanam	for	the	purposes	mentioned	in	the	judgement,	
which	are	as	hereunder.		

(a)	The	Devasthanam	shall	enjoy	the	income	from	manjambul	of	thatch	grass.	The	
scigneurage	fee	charged	by	the	Devasthanam	for	the	removal	of	the	thatch	grass	
shall	not	be	lower	than	the	rates	prevailing	in	the	adjoining	reserved	and	Panchayat	
forests.	

(b)	The	Devasthanam	shall	have	the	right	to	utilize	for	temple	purposes	all	the	dead	
timber	found	o	n	the	suit	property	and	shall	also	have	the	right	to	cut	10	(ten)	green	
trees	every	year	for	the	use	of	the	temple	without	obtaining	the	permission	of	the	
Revenue	Divisional	Officer	or	the	Collector.	The	Devasthanam	shall	get	the	previous	
sanction	of	the	Revenue	Divisional	Officer	or	the	Collector	if	more	than	10	trees	are	
required	for	the	temple	in	any	year.	

(c)		The	Devasthanam	shall	have	the	right	to	graze	temple	cattle	on	the	slope	and	to	
utilize	minor	forest	produce	for	the	use	of	the	temple.	

(d)	The	Management,	control	and	improvement	of	all	the	existing	religious	theerthas	
and	mantapams	mentioned	in	the	annexure	shall	vest	in	the	Devasthanam.	
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(e)	The	Devasthanam	shall	have	no	power	to	lease	either	in	the	suit	hill	and	use	the	
income	thereof	except	with	the	permission	of	the	collector	and	shall	not	construct	
new	theerthams,	ashrams,	or	mantapams	without	the	previous	consent	of	the	
Collector.	

(f)	The	Devasthanam	shall	not	denude	the	slope	of	the	hill	of	its	timber	or	exceed	any	of	
the	conditions	of	the	grant.	

(g)	The	Devasthanam	shall	act	in	conformity	with	the	directions	of	the	Collector	and	in	
strict	obedience	thereto	in	regard	to	working	out	their	rights	under	the	terms	of	the	
compromise.	

(h)	The	Devasthanam	shall	withdraw	all	further	claims	including	the	claim	for	mesne	
profits		against	the	Government	and	the	rights	of	the	parties	shall	be	governed	by	
their	compromise.	

(i)	The	Devasthanam	shall	pay	the	sum	of	Rs.294-3-6	representing	the	cost	incurred	by	
the	Government	in	the	suit	and	bear	its	own	costs.	

(j)	The	Devasthanam	shall	give	facilities	to	the	officers	of	Government	duly	authorized	
by	the	Revenue	Divisional	officer	or	the	Collector	to	inspect	the	forest	at	any	time	to	
see	if	the	conditions	of	the	grant	are	kept	up.	

(k)	The	Government	shall	have	power	to	resume	the	forest	and	terminate	the	grant	for	
breach	of	any	of	the	conditions.	

(l)	The	Devasthanam	shall	have	no	other	right	in	the	forest	except	those	expressly	
specified	herein.		

(m)	Nothing	in	this	grant	shall	affect	the	leases,	if	any,	already	granted	by	the	
Government,	of	partitions	of	the	suit	property.	

(n)	The	Devasthanam	shall	pay	annually	a	sum	of	Rs.25/-	to	the	Government	as	
consideration	for	the	grant.	

It	is	clear	from	this	compromise	decree	that	possession	of	eastern	slope	of	the	Hill	got	
vested	in	the	Devasthanam	on	the	terms	listed	in	the	decree.	The	Devasthanam	has	the	
right	to	utilize	for	temple	purposes	all	dead	timber,	apart	from	the	right	to	cut	ten	green	
trees	every	year	for	the	use	of	the	temple	without	obtaining	permission	of	the	Revenue	
Divisional	Officer	or	the	Collector.	Permission	will	be	required	from	those	authorities	
only	if	the	quantity	of	green	trees	to	be	cut	exceeded	ten	in	any	year.	The	temple	was	
given	the	right	to	graze	temple	cattle	on	this	slope	and	utilize	minor	forest	produce	for	
use	in	the	temple.	The	management,	control	and	improvement	of	then	existing	religious	
theerthas	and	mandapams	stood	vested	with	the	Devasthanam.	Of	course,	it	did	not	
have	the	power	to	lease	sites	and	use	the	income	there	from	without	the	permission	of	
the	Collector.	It	was	specifically	stated	in	the	decree	that	the	Devasthanam	shall	not	
denude	the	slope	of	the	hill	of	its	timber.	We	were	informed	that	thereafter	the	
Devasthanam	was	put	in	possession	and	control	of	the	eastern	slope	of	Arunachala	Hill,	
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where	we	now	find	unauthorized	occupations.	Needless	to	state	that	there	had	been	
negligence	on	the	part	of	the	temple	authorities	in	not	having	prevented	encroachments	
on	the	Hill	and	its	foundation.	It	was	sought	to	be	explained	by	the	temple	authorities,	
that	without	the	permission	of	the	Collector,	they	could	not	have	acted.	If	the	temple	
authorities	could	not	denude	the	slope	of	the	Hill	of	its	timber,	it	should	have	controlled,	
by	enforcing	its	power,	burning	of	timber	and	cutting	and	removal	of	the	same	by	
unwanted	elements.	If	the	temple	authorities	have	the	right	use	the	timber,	graze	its	
cattle	etc.,	it	is	apparent	that	hose	areas	on	the	Hill	must	be	available	for	its	exclusive	
use	without	being	hampered	by	encroachments.	In	any	event	illegal	activity	must	have	
been	brought	to	the	notice	of	the	District	Collector.	Except	some	of	those	antiquated	
spots	on	the	Hill,	like	Skandasramam,	Virupaksha	Cave,	Guhai	Namasivaya	temple,	
Alamarathu	Cave,	Mulaipal	theertham,	etc.,	all	other	constructions,	apparently	are	
unauthorized.	It	is	unfortunate	that	bore	water	facilities	and	electric	power	supply	have	
been	provided	by	the	authorities,	to	these	encroachers.	If	Mount	Arunachala	is	Lord	
Shiva	Himself,	as	is	staunchly	believed,	all	these	encroachments	do	desecrate	its	
sanctity	and	will	have	to	be	mercilessly	evacuated.	Apart	from	this,	any	further	
construction	on	the	Hill	slope	on	any	site,	must	be	prohibited.	Those	constructions	on	
the	foot	of	the	Hill,	on	lands,	to	which	pattas	have	been	issued,	may	not	be	easily	
possible	of	being	cleared,	but,	if	as	we	have	visually	seen,	they	are	the	cause	for	the	
blocking	of	natural	drains	by	erosion	of	soil	through	which	water	from	the	Hill	springs	
flow,	to	the	theerthas	and	tanks,	there	will	be	need	to	provide	such	of	those	occupants	
with	alternate	accommodation	or	compensation.	If	the	natural	drain	will	not	get	affect	
or	erosion	of	soil	in	these	places	cannot	be	an	impediment,	may	be,	that	these	buildings	
on	patta	lands	if	authorized	can	be	allowed	to	continue.	It	is	a	matter	for	inspection	and	
taking	of	appropriate	decision	by	the	authorities	concerned.	Unauthorized	
constructions	cannot	have	any	lien.	

31.	Destruction,	of	the	natural	forest,	which	had	covered	the	Hill,	and	notified	as	Reserve	
Forest,	due	to	exploitation	by	unwanted	element,	has	resulted	in	disastrous	
consequences.	It	is	an	accepted	truth,	that	the	Hill,	which	has	a	natural	forestation,	
attracts	rain	and	if	it	stands	denuded	of	that	forest,	the	result	is	bound	to	be	directly	
opposite.	In	its	present	state,	the	Hill	is	an	epicentre	of	intense	heat	radiation	resulting	
in	a	column	of	hot	air,	which	prevents	precipitation	of	rain	clouds	passing	over	that	area.	
A	well	forested	hill,	will	also	have	a	major	stabilizing	influence	on	the	day	and	night	
temperature.	The	cutting	of	trees	on	the	hill,	even	to	the	extent	of	missing	of	stumps	and	
roots,	has	completed	the	desecration.	The	Hill,	which	is	covered	by	long	grass	called	
Manjam	grass,	which	is	used	for	roof	thatching,	is	harvested	and	auctioned	by	the	
Devasthanam	periodically	on	the	eastern	slope	and	the	remaining	portion,	is	under	the	
control	of	Revenue	or	Forest	Department.	After	harvest	of	Manjam	grass,	the	entire	field	
is	set	on	fire,	destroying	the	micro	organisms,	plants	and	reptile	life.	This	burning	helps	
the	grass	cutters,	for	its	essential	for	new	growth,	in	the	next	season.	Setting	of	fire,	
which	is	a	phenomenon	known	widely,	has	continued	uncontrolled,	spoiling	the	
continued	use	of	productive	lands.	The	natural	regeneration	of	the	hill	is	prevented	by	
this	burning	activity.	Burning	in	the	Hill	should	be	put	an	end	to,	without	fear	or	favour,	
by	the	authorities	concerned.	



Establishing	Arunachala	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	
	

NOT	FOR	PUBLIC	DISTRIBUTION	 	 Page	28	

32.	The	next	menace	is	by	the	woodcutters,	who	go	unchecked	over	the	Hill,	ruthlessly	
chopping	off	timber	and	carrying	away	head-loads	of	firewood	for	personal	or	
commercial	consumption.	Thus,	the	naturally	fertility	and	the	vigour	of	the	earth,	
facilitating	growth	of	shrubs	and	saplings,	are	denied	the	chance	of	re-asserting	itself.	
Goat	grazing,	unauthorized,	as	well,	is	one	other	menace,	which	has	the	effect	of	
affecting	the	ecology.	The	continued	destruction	of	vegetative	power,	results	in	the	
fertile	top	soil	of	the	hill	suffering	heavy	erosion.	Thus,	there	is	nothing	to	check	copious	
run	off	of	monsoon	showers,	and	further	there	is	no	comprehensive	water	management	
scheme,	to	take	advantage	of	nature’s	gift.	We	are	made	to	understand	that	recently,	
large	sums	were	spent	to	desilt	the	drainage	system	of	Tiruvannamalai	town,	which	
stood	clogged	by	earth,	washed	off	from	the	hill.	

33.	It	is	a	matter	of	record	that	the	water	table	has	fallen	drastically	in	or	about	ten	years.	
Deepening	of	surface	wells	did	not	yield	water	as	expected	and	they	were	dry	during	
the	major	part	of	the	year.	The	outcome	will	be	adverse	for	agricultural	operations.	If	
this	problem	is	sought		to	be	solved	through	deep	bore-wells	the	ground	water	resource	
will	further	get	depleted	due	to	absence	of	surface	measures,	to	conserve	this	important	
resource.	As	we	noticed	earlier,	numerous	tanks	and	theerthas,	which	are	the	sources	of	
water	supply,	are	ill-maintained	and	badly	silted.	Tiruvannamalai	town	experiences	a	
permanent	water	shortage.	Since	there	are	no	rivers	in	the	vicinity,	Tiruvannamalai	and	
the	surrounding	areas	are	dependent	on	the	rains,	for	its	water	requirements	
throughout	the	year.	We	know	that	rainfall	replenishes	surfaces	percolation	tanks	and	
re-charges	ground	water	resources.	Since	the	rain-fall	has	been	in	severe	decline,	the	
need	is	to	restore	the	environment,	to	its	former	order.	Re-forestation	of	Arunachala	
Hill	would	not	only	be	an	ideal	solution,	but	would	also	be	a	long	term	comfort.	
Piecemeal	action	by	targeting	areas,	for	deepening	of	hundreds	of	wells,	or	seeking	
Municipal	water	supplies	can	ultimately	be	of	no	consequence,	to	the	already	
increasingly	desertified	environment.	Adaptation	of	essential	ecological	principles	
could	alone	be	the	remedy.	In	passing,	we	should	also	mention	that	the	work	of	re-
foresting	Arunachala	Hill	is	bound	to	open	up	gainful	employment	avenues.	
Environmental	restoration	though	take	some	time,	will	rejuvenate	the	rural	economy.	
Soil	conservation	and	water	management	should	be	given	top	priority.	Dams	and	bunds	
may	be	needed	to	check	the	high	velocity	runoff	from	the	steep	ravines	of	the	hill,	so	
that	rain	water	could	be	conserve	din	surface	reservoirs	around	the	base	of	the	hill.	
Modest	earthwork	in	suitable	places,	on	the	foundation	of	expert	survey,	taking	
advantage	of	the	natural	topography,	would	conveniently	serve	the	purpose	and	major	
constructions	may	not	be	necessary.	The	Principal	Chief	Conservator	of	Forests,	who	is	
a	member	if	this	Expert	Body,	clarified	to	us	that	the	hill	is	still	rich	in	seed,	shrub	and	
sapling	capacity.	Nature	would	certainly	regenerate	itself	and	all	that	has	to	be	done	is	
to	study	the	suitability	of	a	given	area,	before	deciding	the	species	of	forestation	that	
could	be	adopted.	The	soil	still	retains	its	capacity	to	regain	its	original	bio-diversity.	It	
appears	essential,	that	the	entire	area	of	the	Holy	Mountain	must	be	strictly	protected	
from	any	form	of	agro-economic	exploitation.	The	regenerated	region	could	bring	into	
the	forest	wild	life	and	a	large	group	of	birds,	inclusive	of	migratory	species.	Media	and	
people’s	participation	must	be	encouraged.	It	may	not	be	out	of	place	to	suggest	that	in	
the	interest	of	heritage	conservation	of	the	Hill	and	the	town,	the	entire	Mount	
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Arunachala,	inclusive	of	the	eastern	portion	now	under	control	of	the	temple	
authorities	should	be	brought	under	the	control	of	the	Forest	Department	and	
designated	as	Reserve	Forest.	The	reserve	forest	boundaries	must	be	clearly	
demarcated.		

34.	Overlapping	of	certain	thoughts,	in	the	classified	heads,	appears	inevitable.	

ECOLOGICAL	ANGLE.	The	heritages	of	Tiruvannamalai	comprise	both	natural	and	man	
made	elements.	The	Arunachala	Hill	is	one	of	the	oldest	geological	formations	in	the	
sub-continent	and	its	fiery	birth,	according	to	Hindu	Mythology,	is	said	to	have	been	
Lord	Shiva	asserting	His	presence	on	earth.	Goddess	Parvathi,	in	order	to	attain	oneness	
with	Lord	Shiva	performed	pradakshina	around	the	Hill	and	its	is	this	path	that	
devotees	follow	even	today	as	part	of	their	religious	rituals.	While	the	Arunachala	Hill	
with	its	geological	and	spiritual	significance	makes	up	the	natural	heritage,	the	famous	
13th	Century	Tiruvannamalai	temple,	the	Girivalam	and	the	various	shrines,	wells	and	
tanks	which	are	part	of	an	ancient	water	conservation	system	designed	to	harness	the	
surface	run	off	from	the	hill	represents	the	man	made	heritage.	Natural,	Religious	and	
man	made	heritage	were	thus	inextricably	linked	in	the	traditional	settlement	of	
Tiruvannamalai.	In	recent	years	these	links	have	been	considerably	eroded	by	
incompatible	development	and	it	is	now	sought	to	re-establish	them	in	order	to	save	
the	heritage	of	Tiruvannamalai.	

35.	In	order	to	achieve	this,	it	is	necessary	to	address	the	larger	issues	related	to	
environment	and	the	growth	and	development	of	Tiruvannamalai	town	in	order	to	
ensure	the	sustainability	of	the	micro-level	improvements	that	need	to	be	carried	out.	
The	one	issue	on	which	there	was	a	consensus	during	the	public	hearings	was	that	the	
ecological	balance	of	the	hill	and	the	surrounding	areas	needed	to	be	restored	and	
preserved.	Any	recommendation	will	therefore	need	to	start	by	defining	the	limits	of	
this	ecosystem	clearly.	After	due	consideration	it	was	decided	to	use	the	watershed	as	
index	for	defining	this	limit	sine	it	is	this	flow	of	water	on	land	that	determines	the	
character	and	relationships	of	all	life	forms.	

36.	Satellite	images	of	the	town	and	surrounding	areas	obtained	from	the	National	Remote	
Sensing	Agency	at	Hyderabad	provided	accurate	data	regarding	this.	Ine	was	a	
geocoded	image	of	1:50,000	scale	taken	on	19th	Nov.’98	which	specifically	shows	the	
vegetation	and	water	bodies	(This	is	annexure	H).	A	black	and	white	image	(annexure	I)	
of	1:12500	scale	taken	on	18th	Feb	’99	was	also	obtained	to	understand	in	detail	the	
land	use	and	extent	of	urbanization.	The	images	were	interpreted	with	the	assistance	of	
the	Institute	of	Remote	Sensing,	Anna	University.	

The	analysis	revealed	the	following	physical	features	and	relationships.	

1.	There	is	a	ring	of	inter	connected	reservoirs	about	one	to	one	and	a	half	km.	From	the	
base	of	the	hill	which	receives	the	run	off	from	the	hill.	

2.	There	is	an	inner	ring	of	ancient	wells	and	tanks	constructed	along	the	base	of	the	hill	
(including	Tiruvannamalai	Town)	which	are	part	of	an	ancient	water	conservation	
system.	



Establishing	Arunachala	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	
	

NOT	FOR	PUBLIC	DISTRIBUTION	 	 Page	30	

3.	Construction	activity	is	slowly	spreading	to	the	base	of	the	hill	on	the	north,	west	and	
southern	sides	–	a	print	area	ideally	suited	for	water	harvesting	to	harness	the	run	off	
from	the	hill	and	consequently	increase	the	ground	water	level	in	the	nearby	wells.	

4.	There	is	a	strong	relationship	between	the	hill,	the	ancient	water	conservation	
structures	at	its	base	and	the	rich	of	reservoirs	further	away	which	needs	to	be	
protected	in	order	to	manage	water	resource	effectively.	

This	assumes	special	significance	in	view	of	the	fact	that	Tiruvannamalai	Town	is	
dependent	totally	on	surface	water	to	meet	its	water	requirements.	The	per	capita	
consumption	is	also	very	low	(32	ipcd).	Any	development	along	the	Girivalam,	which	
runs	through	this	ecologically	sensitive	area	is	bound	to	adversely	affect	its	water	
harvesting	potential.	With	this	in	mind	the	following	development	controls	are	
suggested	for	the	zones.		

a)	Zone	between	the	Girivalam	path	and	the	hill	

i)	To	stop	all	further	construction	in	this	area.	

ii)	In	case	there	are	patta	lands	other	than	agricultural	land	which	are	not	built	upon	in	
this	stretch	they	may	be	acquired	and	handed	over	to	the	forest	department	for	
afforestation.	

iii)	Agricultural	lands	in	this	zone	should	not	be	converted	to	any	other	use.	

iv)	All	structures	which	are	encroachments	on	poromboke	and	revenue	lands	should	be	
removed	and	the	lands	restored	to	its	natural	state.	

b)	Zone	between	the	Girivalam	path	and	the	reservoirs	

i)	This	area	should	be	retained	predominantly	as	farm	lands	in	order	to	allow	the	
surface	run	off	to	re-charge	the	ring	of	reservoir.	

ii)	Buildings	should	be	restricted	to	farm	houses	only	with	a	maximum	area	of	3000	sq.	
ft	with	the	plot	coverage	not	exceeding	10%	and	a	height	not	exceeding	6m.	Only	one	
farm	house	is	permitted	per	farm.	

iii)	Sub-division	of	farmlands	is	to	be	discouraged.	A	minimum	size	of	2	acres	per	farm	
should	be	insisted	upon	when	approving	plans	for	construction	of	farmhouses.	

iv)	No	building	should	be	constructed	within	100	feet	of	the	Girivalam	path,	on	its	left	
while	proceeding	clockwise	around	the	hill.	

v)	No	other	users	including	commercial	activities	whether	permanent	or	transient	are	
to	be	permitted.	

vi)	No	earthwork	should	be	permitted	which	will	in	anyway	alter	the	existing	surface	
drainage	pattern.	
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vii)	Similarly	construction	of	new	roads	should	take	into	account	and	preserve	the	
existing	pattern	of	surface	drainage.	A	land	use	map	indicating	the	details	attached.	

c)	The	eastern	slope	of	the	hill	

This	area	has	undergone	major	changes	over	the	last	several	years.	A	densely	built	up	
residential	area	has	come	up	on	the	lower	slopes	opposite	the	western	gopuram	of	the	
temple.	There	is	further	encroachment	in	the	form	of	temporary	huts	above	this	area.	
As	a	result	of	this	unplanned	development	the	natural	drainage	system	along	this	slope	
has	been	destroyed.	Residents	who	have	built	their	houses	on	the	hill	slope	complain	of	
flooding	and	water	stagnation.	There	has	also	been	steady	soil	erosion	from	the	hill	and	
the	base	of	the	gopuram	is	buried	under	1m	of	soil.	If	this	continues	the	structural	
stability	of	the	gopuram	itself	will	be	affected.	The	entire	development	on	this	slope	is		
fragile	and	needs	to	be	stabilized.	

i)	It	is	therefore	necessary	to	construct	proper	surface	drains	in	the	residential	area	on	
the	hill	slope	and	ensure	its	connectivity	to	the	town	drains	below	and	the	natural	
systems	above,	on	the	hill.	

ii)	To	revive	the	existing	storm	water	drainage	system	in	the	town	and	ensure	that	
water	flow	into	the	old	tanks	in	the	town	are	not	interfered	with.	

iii)	To	restrict	the	height	of	buildings	in	the	lower	slope,	below	the	nala	to	one	floor	only	
(12	“o”)	considering	the	fragile	nature	of	the	slope.	

iv)	To	remove	encroachments	on	temple	lands	and	hand	over	the	land	to	the	forest	
department	for	afforestation.	

37.	The	development	pressures	on	the	hill	arises	from	the	fact	that	Tiruvannamalai	town	is	
sandwiched	between	the	Arunachala	Hill	on	the	west	and	the	railway	line	on	the	east.	
The	space	in-between	has	been	fully	built	up	and	with	the	railway	line	containing	
further	growth	to	the	east,	development	has	started	backing	up	around	the	hill	and	on	
to	its	eastern	slope	which	was	closest	to	the	town	centre.	

38.	While	in	the	previous	paragraphs	we	have	discussed	certain	restrictions	on	
construction	in	order	to	re-establish	the	links	between	the	natural	and	man	made	
heritage,	thereby	rendering	certain	zones	unavailable	for	commercial	exploitation	it	is	
necessary	to	also	find	a	solution	to	the	development	needs	of	the	town	in	order	to	make	
heritage	related	regulations	sustainable.	

39.	The	pressure	on	the	hill	and	the	ecologically	sensitive	surrounding	areas	can	be	
relieved,	by	providing	new	areas	for	growth	on	the	east	and	north	of	the	existing	town.	
If	subways	or	flyovers	are	constructed	at	strategic	locations	across	the	railway	line	
making	the	area	to	the	east	of	it	easily	accessible	and	thereby	contiguous	to	the	town,	
development	will	easily	spill	over	to	the	east.	Further	impetus	can	be	added	by	shifting	
the	bus	terminal	(which	is	already	in	a	heavily	congested	area)	and	government	offices	
to	the	new	areas	to	kick-start	the	process.	The	new	development	could	be	focused	
around	the	new	Collectorate	building	to	the	North	by	shifting	the	bus	stop	also	in	that	
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direction.	In	the	alternative,	the	bus	station	could	be	shifted	to	Tindivanam	Road	after	
cutting	across	the	railway	line.	The	pattern	of	development	envisaged	is	indicated	in	the	
land	use	map	enclosed.	A	green	belt	incorporating	the	reservoirs	will	form	boundary	of	
the	first	stage	of	development.	The	second	stage	would	commence	beyond	the	green	
belt.	

40.	Thus	in	the	course	of	time	there	will	be	a	new	sector	built	on	modern	principles	and	
responsive	to	present	day	demands	on	commerce,	traffic,	utilities	and	services	and	an	
old	sector	–	a	Tiruvannamalai	which	represents	religious	and	cultural	traditions.	

41.	With	this	in	mind	it	is	necessary	to	look	at	the	building	regulations	applicable	to	the	
town.	The	visual	focus	of	the	town	is	the	13th	century	Arunachaleswarar	temple	with	
its	four	gopurams.	The	prevailing	height	restriction	of	nine	meters	for	a	one	km.	Radius	
from	the	temple	is	arbitrary	and	does	not	take	the	street	layouts	and	vistas	into	
consideration	Nine	meters	is	too	high	a	limit	for	structures,	close	to	the	temple	as	they	
rise	above	the	walls	and	obstruct	views	of	the	gopurams.	Though	there	are	some	
already	constructed	to	that	height,	it	is	not	too	late	to	impose	a	restriction	of	6.6	m	for	
all	buildings	which	fall	within	and	has	access	from	the	four	mada	streets.	No	other	
structure	except	parapet	walls	of	0.6m	height	may	be	permitted	above	the	6.6m	limit.	
This	will	help	the	temple	and	its	gopurams,	to	retain	their	position	as	the	visual	focal	
points	of	the	town.		Beyond	the	made	streets	the	9m	limit	could	continue	to	apply	
except	along	the	eastern	slope	of	the	hill	dealt	with	earlier.	In	the	new	development	
areas	beyond	the	green	belt	–	in	our	opinion	–	15m	high	buildings	may	be	permitted.	
However,	on	this	height	ceiling	in	the	new	development	areas,	the	authoritative	
pronouncement	of	the	Honourable	High	Court	may	be	necessary	to	correlate	it	with	
Town	Planning	Rules	and	Regulations	and	the	clamour	to	build	taller	buildings.	

42.	The	Girivalam	path	is	presently	part	of	the	main	road	network	connecting	
Tiruvannamalai	with	other	towns	in	the	east,	west	and	north.	The	spiritual	sanctity	of	
the	path	cannot	co-exist	with	the	materialistic	needs	of	commercial	travel.	The	recent	
proposal	of	converting	the	Krishnagiri-Pondicherry	link	into	a	national	highway	will	
further	worsen	the	situation.		A	bye-pass	road	is	suggested	connecting	all	the	four	major	
arteries	as	shown	in	the	drawing	to	draw	the	traffic	away	from	the	Girivalam	path	
which	will	then	become	a	minor	road	serving	only	local	traffic.	A	separate	‘Gravel	
Shoulder’	(gravelled	pedestrian	walk)	along	the	outer	circumference	of	this	road	as	
hinted	earlier	should	be	developed	for	use	by	the	devotees	for	effectively	segregating	
the	pedestrian	traffic	from	vehicular	movement.	Drinking	water	and	toilet	facilities	may	
be	provided	at	select	areas	along	this	path	for	the	convenience	of	the	pilgrims.	No	
commercial	activity	whatsoever	including	soft	drink	kiosks	are	to	be	allowed	
considering	the	sanctity	of	the	Girivalam	path	except	the	part	which	traverses	the	town	
areas.	In	the	drawing,	Annexure-J,	the	present	settlements	have	been	shown	red	in	
colour.	The	green-belt,	which	is	coloured	blue,	is	the	lungs-space	and	naturally	no	
construction	activity	can	be	permitted	in	this	region.	As	the	report	indicates,	this	green-
belt	incorporating	the	reservoirs,	will	form	the	boundary	of	the	first	phase	of	
development.	The	second	stage	will	commence	beyond	the	green-belt.	In	the	drawing,	
area	beyond	the	green-belt,	and	a	small	area	inside	the	town	and	south	of	the	Girivalam	
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path,	marked	with	stripes	in	pink,	denote	the	urbanisable	area.	This	area	will	afford	
extensive	development	of	Tiruvannamalai	town,	without	affecting	the	traditional	
Girivalam	route.	In	this	drawing	(Annexure-J),	the	blue	markings	at	several	places	
denote	the	available	tanks,	about	which,	we	have	dealt	with	in	extenso,	in	our	report.	
Time	and	again,	in	the	report,	we	have	referred	to	water	harvesting	and	the	area	
reserved	for	that	purpose,	between	the	Hill	and	the	Girivalam	path,	stand	marked	
brownish	yellow,	the	drawing	(Annexure-J).	We	have	dealt	with	agricultural	farms,	
which	can	be	permitted	beyond	the	Girivalam	path	and	the	said	area	is	in	the	green	
coloured	portion	in	the	drawing	(Annexure-J),	which,	as	can	be	noticed,	is	in	the	outer	
circle,	to	Mount	Arunachala.	In	this	drawing,	the	Girivalam		route	is	marked,	in	ash	
colour	and	the	road	connecting	the	Girivalam	path	are	also	marked	in	the	same	colour.	
However,	the	Girivalam	path	is	clearly	distinguishable,	as	it	encircles	Mount	Arunachala,	
which	has	been	clearly	demarcated	in	this	drawing.	The	outer	ring	road	or	bypass	road,	
by	whatever	name	it	may	be	called,	may	have	to	be	located	as	indicated	in	this	drawing	
under	the	head	“proposed	road	for	Krishnagiri-Pondicherry	National	Highway”.	This	
important	proposed	road	is	marked	in	squares	white	and	ash	colour,	and	it	is	evident	
that	it	commences	south	of	Tindivanam	Road,	proceeds	northwards,	cutting	across	the	
Tindivanam	Road,	Avalurpet	Road,	Polur	Road	and	Kanchi	Road,	before	traversing	
down	south	and	joining	Chengam	Road,	farther	away	from	the	bifurcation	of	the	
Girivalam	path	from	the	said	road.	The	drawing	shows,	the	bus	station	in	its	present	
situation	and	possible	places	for	its	relocation	either	north	of	the	Tindivanam	Road,	or	
near	the	proposed	Collectorate,	cutting	across	the	Polur	road.	For	a	still	clearner	
understanding	of	our	report,	(Annexure-K),	another	drawing	is	appended.	The	green-
belt	marked	in	blue	is	that	area,	where	no	new	constructions	can	be	permitted.	In	the	
area	marked	orange,	which	denotes	the	four	roads	surrounding	the	temple,	it	is	our	
opinion,	that	the	height	of	the	buildings	will	have	to	be	restricted	to	6.6	metres.	In	the	
area	marked	pink,	which	is	at	the	foot	of	the	hill,	subject	to	all	that	we	have	stated	in	the	
report,	single	storied	buildings	alone	can	be	permitted.	

43.	We	had	occasion	to	mention	that	Arunachala	Hill	is	like	a	natural	sponge	holding	water	
by	virtue	of	its	rich	foliage	which	sustained	by	ground	water	from	porous	rocks,	springs	
and	rivulets.	In	addition	to	the	rich	foliage	of	the	annual	cattle	fair,	adding	to	the	
ecological	complex,	which	draws	a	lot	of	manure.	The	vegetation	on	the	hill	and	
adjoining	areas,	is	essentially	a	sub-tropical	shrub,	jungle	type,	with	some	arboreal	
forms.	There	is	enough	support	to	establish	the	medicinal	values	of	the	flora	of	the	hill	
and	those	who	go	around	the	hill	do	gain	better	health	and	cheer	due	to	wind	draft	from	
the	hill.	The	greenery	affords	enough	moisture	and	also	draws	rain	pouring	clouds	to	a	
certain	extent,	which	is	a	blessing	in	an	arid	zone,	like	Tiruvannamalai.	The	greenery	of	
the	hill	provides	enough	oxygen	to	photo	synthesis,	thus	serving	the	environment,	as	a	
lung’s	space.	We	have	already	referred	to	the	damage	to	the	ecological	complex,	caused	
by	wood	cutters,	grazers	and	fire	setters,	who	kill	many	saplings,	which	could	have	
grown	into	big	trees,	thereby	preventing	the	arboreal	forms	on	the	hill	as	well	
preservation	of	the	humidity	immediately	above	the	soil	level.	The	slopes	of	the	Hill,	
which	are	now	barren	without	humidity,	is	not	only	an	eye-sore,	but	is	a	pointer	to	the	
increase	in	the	rate	of	erosion	of	the	soil,	consequent	to	the	lack	of	strong	roots,	which	
normally	develop	into	bigger	trees.	The	hill	soil,	consequent	to	the	lack	of	strong	roots,	
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which	normally	develop	into	bigger	trees.	The	hill	soil	has	now	become	highly	spongy,	
resulting	in	easily	getting	washed	down,	during	monsoon,	blocking	the	natural	drainage	
system.	The	soil	erosion,	if	allowed	to	continue,	can	affect	the	bigger	boulders	in	the	hill,	
posing	a	serious	danger	to	the	inhabitants	at	the	foot	of	the	Hill.	Improvement	of	
fertility	on	the	mountain,	would	reduce	siltation	of	ponds	below	the	mountain,	and	the	
dislocation	caused	by	flow	of	floods	during	rains.	In	conclusion,	we	may	state	that	the	
insensitive	and	indiscriminate	human	activity	witnessed	on	the	slope	of	the	Hill,	in	the	
last	few	decades	will	not	only	rob	us	of	opportunity	to	study	the	evolution	of	mountain	
formation	in	its	proper	perspective,	but	also	lead	to	geological	degradation	of	the	area.	
Geological	antiquity	of	the	area,	coupled	with	other	geological	process	details,	do	
dictate	preservation	of	the	area	as	a	heritage	site.	

44.	We	have	noticed,	that	encroachments	and	developments	have	commenced	at	the	base	
of	the	mountain	and	hence	the	reversing	trend	should	also	commence	from	the	base.	
From	an	ecological	perspective,	the	change	of	slope	represented	at	the	base	of	the	hill	is	
a	significant	opportunity	for	re-generating	the	mountain	and	for	reducing	the	negative	
impact	of	the	steeper	slope	above.	At	the	base,	the	general	slope	is	changed	from	convex	
to	concave	and	as	such,	it	is	the	first	place	where	on	the	onrush	of	water	and	sediment	
can	be	slowed	and	stored.	Vegetation	provides	a	most	effective	or	aesthetic	means	of	
achieving	this	object.	The	construction	of	buildings	and	extensive	paved	areas	are	the	
worst	possible	use	of	the	land,	viewed	from	an	environmental	perspective,	since	water	
and	sediment	speed	is	greatly	increased	by	the	hard	non-absorbent	surfaces.		

45.	At	the	risk	of	repetition,	we	reiterate	that	the	Arunachala	Hill,	with	its	rich	flora,	has	
acted	as	a	natural	water	maintenance	system	over	the	ages.	Society,	in	the	past,	had	
maintained	the	water	harvesting	efficiently,	by	digging	over	300	ponds	and	temple	
tanks,	thereby	charging	the	water	table	within	an	area	of	50	sq.	metres.	The	Arunachala	
Hill	also	had	a	number	of	natural	springs	and	ponds.	Conservation	of	water	in	this	
natural	pattern,	resulted	in	maintenance	of	greenery	in	and	around	the	Hill,	supporting	
agriculture	and	in	taking	care	of	supply	of	good	drinking	water,	to	serve	the	interests	of	
people.	The	unique	const-free	self-maintaining	formation	of	springs,	rivulets,	wells	and	
ponds	do	play	a	vital	role	in	the	development	of	social	and	cultural	life	around	the	Hill.	
As	we	have	noticed	earlier,	mindless	encroachments	in	and	around	the	Hill,	to	some	
extent,	with	a	benevolent	nod,	from	the	officials,	have	resulted	in	blockage	of	many	
natural	springs	in	the	Hill	and	drying	of	ponds	in	and	around	the	town.	These	
encroachments	have	prevented	flow	of	water	through	rivulets,	which	brought	down	
natural	and	medicinal	water,	to	the	people	in	the	town,	and	which	now	stands	diverted	
to	the	drainage.	The	365	theerthas,	which	acted	as	storage	of	medicinal	and	drinking	
water	have,	more	or	less,	become	non-functional	due	to	encroachment	and	the	ground	
water	which	flows	along	the	gradient	towards	the	plains,	carry	more	of	sewerage.	

46.	The	Arunachala	Hill,	the	temple,	the	surrounding	town	and	the	adjoining	fields	form	an	
organically	sustaining	complex	system,	which	is	now	disturbed	by	the	ignorance	of	
people	or	vested	interests.	With	all	the	emphasis	at	our	command,	we	state	that	apart	
from	the	spiritual	aspect,	to	which	we	have	made	a	reference	earlier,	the	heavily	built	
structures	at	the	foot	of	the	Hill,	affect	the	natural	flow	of	water	and	divert	the	original	
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course	of	the	rivulets.	The	accumulated	water	is	not	allowed	to	be	absorbed,	thereby	
preventing	re-charge	of	ground	water.	It	is	further	sad	that	a	number	of	theerthas	have	
been	converted	into	building	sites,	which	are	contrary	to	the	concept	of	water	
harvesting.	It	is	a	matter	of	common	knowledge,	that	vast	extents	of	poromboke	lands	
were	granted	pattas,	for	some	reason	or	the	other	and	the	resultant	constructions	have	
worsened	the	misery	of	this	heritage	area.	If	this	situation	is	allowed	to	remain,	
commercial	interest	will	dominate,	leading	to,	losing	sight	of	the	spiritual	order	or	the	
Hill.	These	activities	are	bound	to	reduce	the	pilgrimage	value	of	Tiruvannamalai	town,	
which	is	its	main	support,	and	this	can	be	suicidal	to	the	local	inhabitants.	

47.	Certain	other	salient	features	may	also	have	to	be	kept	in	mind.	Apart	from	affecting	
free	flow	of	human	movement,	vibrations	of	heavy	vehicles	proceeding	on	the	present	
roads	within	Tiruvannamalai	town	are	bound	to	adversely	affect	the	innumerable	
monuments	in	and	around	Tiruvannamalai	and	therefore	formation	of	an	outer	ring-
road	will	certainly	tend	to	minimize	these	affectations.	A	doubt	did	linger	if	after	the	
Court	decree	in	O.S.No.67	of	1936	on	the	file	the	Sub	Court,	Vellore	in	terms	of	which	
the	Devasthanam	was	given	rights	on	the	eastern	slope	of	the	hill,	that	portion	of	the	hill	
would	cease	to	be	Reserve	Forest.	We	do	not	think	that	the	eastern	slope	of	the	hill	
could	be	excluded	away	from	the	Forest	Department	and	if	any	notifications	or	orders	
are	required,	either	by	the	Government	or	by	the	District	Collector,	steps	may	have	to	
be	taken	in	that	direction.	The	eastern	slope	of	the	hill	must	be	under	the	control	of	the	
Forest	Department,	which	has	powers	to	prosecute	offenders,	whereas	the	
Devasthanam	may	have	either	to	approach	the	police	or	initiate	private	complaints.	The	
time	honoured	custom	of	circumambulating	the	hill	on	barefoot,	is	not	without	
significance.	The	physical	contact	of	the	barefoot	with	the	mother	soil,,	which	has	its	
own	chemicals,	has	its	own	salutary	effects.	It	has	been	acclaimed	that	if	the	hill	is	Lord	
Shiva	himself	in	form	of	Lingam,	the	base	level	of	the	mountain,	extending	almost	up	to	
the	Giripradakshina	pathway,	is	yoni	and	therefore	it	stands	to	reason	that	any	
construction	on	this	yoni	portion	is	desecration.	We	have	already	mentioned	the	need	
for	forestation	of	the	area	in	between	the	hill	and	the	Girivalam	road.	It	should	also	be	
not	forgotten,	that	shade-giving	trees,	which	have	sanctity,	too	have	to	be	planted	on	
the	Girivalam	path.	Needless	to	add	that	clean	maintenance	in	and	around	the	
Giripradakshina	path	is	the	minimum	requirement,	keeping	in	view	the	vast	influx	of	
pilgrims,	which	is	bound	to	increase	as	years	roll	by.	Due	to	lack	of	proper	control,	
pollution	of	water	bodies	and	uncontrolled	bore	well	digging	appears	to	be	the	order	of	
the	day.	Such	activity	will	have	to	be	prevented	with	an	iron	hand.	

48.	During	the	course	of	our	public	hearing,	the	need	for	temple	renovation	and	
performance	of	kumbabishekam	did	surface.	Now,	we	are	told	that	steps	have	already	
been	taken	for	renovation	of	the	temple,	which	is	in	progress	and	the	Kumbabishekam	
of	Sri	Arunachaleswarar	temple	is	expected	to	be	performed	in	the	near	future.	Shops	
abutting	the	temple	walls,	in	all	probability	erected	with	the	permission	of	the	temple	
authorities,	will	have	to	be	removed,	to	preserve	the	sanctity	and	the	beauty	of	
thisancient	monument.	Toilets	built	abutting	the	temple	walls,	and	those	inside	the	
temple	premises	are	acts	of	desecration	and	without	a	second	thought,	the	temple	
authorities	will	do	well	to	erase	them,	even	without	expecting	any	orders	from	the	
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Court	or	any	other	authority.	It	is	not	known	as	to	how	this	eye-sore	did	not	attract	the	
attention	of	the	temple	authorities	for	quite	a	length	of	time.	Thiru	Sukhavaneswar,	one	
amongst	us	in	the	Expert	Body	has	suggested	through	Annexure	L,	initiation	of	action,	
for	recording	in	the	village	adangals	issue	of	pattas	to	Ashta	Lingas.	He	has	also	
suggested	that	we	direct	issue	of	pattas	to	23	theerthas	spread	over	the	girivalam	path,	
apart	from	8	already	enjoying	such	status.	Similar	direction	for	kallaankuthu	
poromboke	on	which	the	temple	is	situated	and	for	718	acres	and	70	cents	of	land	on	
the	eastern	slope	of	the	hill	is	also	the	subject	of	Annexure	L.	These	suggestions	are	
relevant	but	are	beyond	the	purview	f	the	task	assigned	to	us.	The	temple	authorities	
will	have	to	take	the	appropriate	steps	for	redressal	of	their	woes.	Other	
recommendations	in	Annexure	L	have	responses	in	this	report.	Subsequent	to	the	
public	sitting,	the	Tiruvannamalai	Traders	Sangam	held	a	public	meeting	on	1-3-1999	
and	communicated	the	following	recommendations,	for	the	scrutiny	of	this	Body:	

1)	All	further	constructions	on	the	hill	should	henceforth	be	prohibited:	

2)	On	the	Girivalam	path,	encroachments	on	poromboke	lands	will	have	to	be	
prevented	in	future	and	permission	to	build	should	not	be	accorded:	

3)	In	the	forest	area	under	the	centrol	of	the	Forest	Department	en-route	the	Girivalam	
path,	no	construction	activity	should	be	allowed:	

4)	Between	the	base	of	the	hill	and	the	Girivalam	path,	construction	in	patta	lands	up	to	
a	height	of	15	metres,	should	be	allowed	and	such	constructions	will	have	to	abide	by	
the	Municipal	and	Panchayat	Rules.	

5)	The	existing	prohibition	on	construction	activity	on	the	left	side	of	the	girivalam	path,	
will	have	to	be	totally	quashed	and	building	activity	subject	to	the	rules	of	the	
Municipality	and	Panchayats,	must	be	permitted.	

6)	Devotees,	must	be	assisted	by	the	authorities	for	creation	of	a	new	Girivalam	path,	
adjacent	to	the	base	of	the	Hill.	

7)	Thiru	Chandramouli	must	withdraw	his	writ	petition	for	the	benefit	of	the	public	of	
Tiruvannamalai.	

The	Note	appended,	to	the	resolutions	indicates	that	the	members	of	the	public,	
representatives	of	all	political	parties,	labourers	engaged	in	construction	activity,	
organizations	like	Exnora	and	Lions	Clubs,	Traders	Organizations	and	agriculturists,	
participated	and	decided	in	unison,	to	pass	the	aforestated	resolutions	and	forward	the	
same	to	the	Expert	Body.	The	demand	through	resolutions,	for	permission	to	construct	
in	the	ecologically	sensitive	areas	around	the	Girivalam	can	be	attributed	to	the	non	
availability	of	infrastructure	for	develoment,	anywhere	else.	If	the	bye-pass	
road/National	Highway	with	suitable	service	roads	and	other	infrastructure	like	fly-
overs	as	outlined	in	paragraphs	38	to	40	are	taken	up	on	a	war-footing	by	the	
government,	it	will	not	only	allay	the	fear	of	economic	suppression	among	the	local	
people,	but	the	economic	development	of	Tiruvannamalai	will	also	get	the	much	needed	
fillip,	while	preserving	the	sanctity	of	the	girivalam	of	the	same	time.	
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49.	A	reading	of	this	report	in	its	entirety,	will	be	sufficient	to	satisfy	any	one	interested,	
that	this	Body	has	taken	note	of	each	and	every	pleading	made	by	the	members	of	the	
public,	be	it	through	written	representations,	oral	submissions	or	resolutions	through	a	
public	meeting	it	is	in	this	context,	that	we	feel	it	essential	that	dissemination	of	
knowledge,	on	the	need	for	preservation	of	the	Hill	and	the	complete	area	surrounding	
it,	as	heritage	sites,	will	have	to	take	top	priority.	Apart	from	communication	to	the	
public	through	the	media	such	spreading	could	be	effected	through	distribution	of	
pamphlets	in	the	precincts	of	Sri	Arunachaleswarar	temple	and	other	important	spots	
in	the	town,	where	members	of	the	public	throng	in	large	numbers.	If	silence	is	
advocated	as	an	essential	requirement	in	the	path,	for	seeking	attainment,	we	are	of	the	
firm	opinion	that	to	the	extent	possible,	the	Girivalam	path	must	be	made	a	“silence	
zone”.	The	most	important	step	will	be	to	announce	such	area	as	“No	Horn	Zone”	and	
without	stoping	there,	formulate	steps	for	strict	enforcement	of	this	objective.	The	
broadening	of	the	existing	road,	only	from	its	bifurcation	from	Chengam	Road	to	its	
cutting	across	Kanchi	Road,	will	not	suffice.	Broadening	of	roads	all	through	the	
girivalam	path	and	in	most	of	the	areas	of	Tiruvannamalai	town,	will	have	to	be	
undertaken,	on	war-footing	basis.	

50.	Now,	let	us	have	a	quick	look	at	the	reports	we	have	before	us,	based	on	scientific	data.	
Thiru	P.T.	Krishnan,	one	of	the	Members	of	this	Expert	Body,	in	consulation	with	the	
Chairman,	has	taken	the	help	of	the	National	Remote	SENSING	Agency,	Hyderabad,	as	
well	the	assistance	from	the	Institute	of	Remote	Sensing,	Anna	University.	From	the	
infra-red	satellite	images	and	the	black	and	white	satellite	photographs,	appended	as	
Annexures-H	&	L	it	is	possible	to	interpret	the	density	of	vegetation,	existing	water	
bodies	and	reservoirs,	existing	land	use	pattern,	extent	of	built	up	areas	and	
identification	of	structures,	which	are	larger	than	6	m	X	6	m	in	size.	By	correlating	this	
information	with	the	Revenue	Survey	maps	and	ownership	details,	taking	of	decisions	
relating	to	regulation	and	control	measures,	could	be	safely	arrived	at.	Such	help	was	
sought,	on	the	basis,	that	saving	of	national	heritage	of	Annamalai	Hill	requires	
preservation	of	Eco-system	comprising	the	Hill	and	the	trasition	zone	around	it.	We	had	
in	our	view,	before	taking	the	assistance	of	these	agencies,	that	a	clear	assessment	will	
have	to	be	made,	on	the	economic	impact	of	restrictions	on	developmental	activity,	
keeping	foremost	in	our	minds	that	commercial	exloitation	of	the	Hill	and	the	transition	
areas	should	be	severely	restricted	in	order	to	maintain	the	spiritual	sanctity	of	the	area.	
Thus,	there	was	need	for	a	Revenue	Survey	map	of	the	Hill	and	the	surrounding	areas,	
giving	details	of	ownership	and	land	use.	Being	totally	aware,	that	the	Honourable	High	
Court	has	requested	this	Body	to	look	at	the	development	of	the	whole	town	of	
Tiruvannamalai,	it	was	felt	that	this	Body	should	make	broad	recommendations	on	the	
development	strategy,	to	be	followed,	so	that	detailed	developmental	plans,	which	may	
be	commissioned	in	future,	follow	the	priorities	laid	down	by	this	Body.	This	Body	
further	felt	that	the	existing	administration,	which	to	a	large	extent,	is	responsible	for	
the	current	state	of	affairs,	may	not	be	able	to	effectively	implement	the	proposals	of	
this	Body,	subject,	of	course,	to	the	authoritative	pronouncement	of	the	Honourable	
High	Court,	on	the	basis	of	the	recommendations	we	make.	We	learnt	that	several	
Government,	quasi-Government	and	local	authorities	have	independent	jurisdiction	
over	the	areas	in	question.	Therefore,	there	is	need	for	this	Body	to	recommend,	
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formation	of	an	administrative	structure	that	could	effectively	monitor	and	implement	
the	proposals.	We	are	appending	to	this	report,	a	copy	of	the	draft	Heritage	
Conservation	Act	for	Tamil	Nadu	[annexure	M],	which,	in	the	event	of	becoming	law,	
would	be	a	welcome	relief.	The	amendments	we	suggest	now	may	have	to	be	
considered	before	the	Act	is	passed.	

a)	In	section	3(1)	para	1	after	the	words	following	3	categories,	the	words	after	going	
through	listing	procedures	contained	in	section	2	clause	(g)	be	added.	

b)	In	section	4	clause	2(a)	2	after	the	words.	‘Members	Secretary’,	the	words	‘or	Chief	
Planner’	be	added	

c)	In	section	7(a)	(ii)	after	the	word	‘archacological’,	the	words	and	ecological’	be	added.	

d)	In	section	7(5)	towards	the	end,	in	between	the	words	‘Conservation	Authority	and	
‘and’	‘modify’,	the	words	‘if	necessary’	be	added.	

e)	Clauses	(2)	and	(3)	under	section	8	be	deleted	for	the	provisions	therein	are	amply	
covered	under	section	7(2)	(iv)	&	(v).	

f)	Section	9(g)(iii)	contradicts	Section	8(8).	A	one	time	initial	restoration	may	be	
financed	from	the	repair	fund.	Subsequent	maintenance	may	have	to	be	carried	out	by	
the	owner.	An	affidavit	to	this	effect	may	have	to	be	obtained	before	the	one	time	
disbursal.	A	Heritage	Conservation	Authority,	as	envisaged	in	that	draft	can	be	
established	to	avoid	duplication	of	authority	when	the	Act	comes	into	force.	

51.	Satellite	images	appended	for	scrutiny,	may	require	the	help	of	scientists,	for	
interpretation.	SKETCHES	prepared,	for	easy	understanding	of	all	that	we	have	state	in	
the	report	are	appended	as	Annexures	-	J	&	K.	If	the	Honorable	High	Court	would	
require	the	assistance	of	Mr.	P.	T.	Krishnan,	a	Member	of	this	Body,	to	interpret	the	
sketches	and	the	satellite	images,	he,	along	with	any	other	Member,	will	ever	be	willing	
to	be	present,	in	the	High	Court	for	this	salutary	purpose.	A	small	volume	bearing	the	
heading	Preparation	of	Land	Use	and	Water-shed	Maps	of	Tiruvannamalai	prepared	by	
the	Institute	of	Remote	Sensing,	Anna	University,	Chennai,	on	being	sponsored	by	
INTACH	of	which	Mr.	P.	T.	Krishnan,	a	Member	of	this	Body,	is	the	Convenor,	is	
appended	as	Annexure.	N.	This	booklet	states,	that	the	land	use	map	of	the	study	area	
was	prepared,	using	satellite	data.	A	BRIEF	description	of	the	study	area,	the	objective	
of	the	study,	the	procedure	adopted	the	field	visit.	Drainage	analysis	and	assessment	of	
surface	run	off,	form	part	of	this	Annexure.	In	conclusion	it	has	been	stated,	that	most	of	
the	area	is	having	land	with	or	without	scrub	along	the	Girivalam	path	with	scattered	
agricultural	lands.	A	number	of	settlements	are	scattered	along	the	Girivalam	path.	
Large	diameter	wells	and	ponds,	developed	during	olden	days,	are	distributed	in	the	
foothills	of	Arunachala.	These	water	harvesting	structures	are	intended	to	cater	to	the	
needs	of	pilgrims	and	local	population	and	hence	these	structures	should	be	protected.	
The	emerging	streams	and	springs	from	the	hills,	should	not	be	obliterated	by	
encroachments	or	otherwise.	There	is	a	possibility	of	heavy	runoff	and	soil	erosion	in	
the	foothills.	Hence	as	far	as	possible,	the	dwelling	units	along	the	foothills	should	be	
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avoided.	The	land	use	map	and	drainage	map,	forming	art	of	the	said	annexure,	[figures	
1	and	2]	will	be	of	sufficient	aid	to	understand,	the	findings	given	in	the	report.	

52.	On	being	sponsored	by	the	Department	of	Rural	Development,	Government	of	Tamil	
Nadu	and	Tamil	Nadu	Water	supply	and	Drainage	Board,	the	Institute	of	Remote	
Sensing,	Anna	University,	Chennai,	during	1998-99	had	engaged	itself	in	identification	
of	re-charge	areas	using	remote	sensing	and	GIS	(Geographical	Index	Survey)	in	Tamil	
Nadu.	This	report	contains	an	introduction,	followed	by	objectives,	methodology	
adopted,	analysis	of	data,	selection	eriteria	for	re-charge,	creation	of	digital	data	base,	
data	products,	location	and	extent	of	Tiruvannamalai,	physiography	and	drainage,	
rainfall	and	run	off	geology,	geomorphology,	hydro	geology,	soil,	land	use,	slope,	water	
quality,	integrations	and	limitations.	In	the	end,	the	Institute	has	given	a	summary	and	
its	recommendations.	It	is	seen	therefrom	that	Tiruvannamalai	district	is	underlain	
predominantly	by	hard	crystalline	rocks	of	Archaean	age.	Shales	and	sand	stone	
formations	are	found	to	occur	in	the	northern	part	of	Cheyyar	town	and	predominantly	
in	Vembakkam	block.	Ground	water	occurs	mostly	under	water-table,	and	semi	
confined	conditions.	The	potential	zones	for	ground	water	development	have	been	
marked	in	the	maps,	with	an	observation	that	extension	of	these	shears	in	the	plains	are	
potential	ground	water	zones.	The	recommended	re-charged	structures	are	percolation	
ponds,	check-dams,	recharged	pits	and	sub-surface	dykes	.	Destilting	tanks	is	also	
recommended	wherever	energized	water	supply	sources	are	located,	closely	to	existing	
water	bodies.	Percolation	ponds	and	check-dams	are	generally	located	in	high	and	
moderate	zones,	while	re-charged	pits	are	recommended	wherever	appreciable	
thickness	of	impervious	layers	are	present	in	the	area	preventing	infiltration.	Due	to	
sand-mining	noticed	in	several	parts	of	Cheyyar	and	Palar	rivers,	thickness	of	acquifers	
are	reduced,	which	is	likely	to	lead	to	failure	of	major	water	supply	schemes	located	in	
the	rivers.	Further	sand-mining	will	lead	to	ground	water	pollution	in	the	area.	The	
report	recommends	taking	of	necessary	steps	for	arresting	sand-mining	in	the	river	
beds.	The	study	discloses,	that	large	diameter	wells	and	ponds	develoed	during	olden	
days	distributed	in	the	foothills	are	water	harvesting	structures,	intended	to	cater	to	the	
neds	of	pilgrims	and	local	population.	In	order	to	have	effective	use	of	the	existing	
water	harvesting	structures,	they	have	to	be	cleaned	and	developed	and	protected	from	
local	pollution.	The	emerging	streams	and	springs	from	the	hills	should	not	be	
obliterated	by	encroachments	by	any	means.	No	houses,	huts	or	dwellings	should	be	
allowed	to	be	constructed	in	Tiruvannamalai	Hill	area	and	in	the	vicinity	of	the	ring-
road,	for	harvesting	rain	water	effectively.	Number	of	check-dams	are	recommended	in	
the	streams	emerging	from	the	hill.	Percolation	ponds	are	recommended	in	the	foothills,	
in	the	tail-end	of	streams	near	the	ring-road.	This	report	though	fairly	a	few	months	old,	
does	not	appear	to	have	resulted,	at	least	to	our	knowledge,	in	any	quick	follow	up	
action.	This	report	is	appended	as	Annexure-O.	

53.	Thirdly,	we	have	the	draft	report	on	heritage	development	plan	for	Tiruvannamalai	
town,	submitted	by	the	Asian	Information	Marketing	and	Social	Research	Private	
Limited,	to	the	Directorate	of	Town	and	Country	Planning,	Chennai.	The	Objectives	of	
the	study	were:	
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1)	to	take	note	of	cultural,	religious	and	historical	background	as	well	heritage	of	the	
identified	settlement;	

2)	to	evaluate	the	tourists	potential	of	the	town;	

3)	to	identify	the	problems	in	terms	of	physical,	social	and	infrastructural	needs;	

4)	to	demarcate	the	heritage	acrea	focal	points,	conservation,	preservation	etc;	

5)	to	suggest	development	strategy	and	development	plans	on	vulnerable	areas	for	
development;	

6)	to	provide	a	detailed	development	plan	for	the	town.	

The	report	starts	which	a	profile	of	Tiruvannamalai,	a	heritage	town,	followed	by	
general	characteristics,	climate,	humidity,	rainfall,	demographic	characteristics,	
economic	base	and	employment	structure,	land	use	pattern,	physical	and	socio-
economic	infrastructure,	water	supply,	sanitation,	solid	waste	management,	traffic	and	
transportation,	street	lighting,	park,	playground	and	recreational	facility	and	finances.	
In	the	next	Chapter,	the	cultural,	religious	and	historical	characteristics	of	the	Holy	Path,	
festivals	and	important	landmarks,	stand	noted.	A	brief	description	of	available	lodging	
and	boaording	facilities	also	form	part	of	this	Chapter.	In	the	next	Chapter,	vulnerable	
areas	have	been	identified.	The	development	strategy	forms	part	of	chapter	VI,	wherein	
reference	has	been	made	to	the	available	present	legislation	of	preservation	of	
buildings	of	historical	or	architectural	interest.	Chapter	VII	deals	with	the	action	plan	
for	Heritage	and	support	infrastructure	development.	The	project	management,	
implementation,	project	cost	and	financing	form	the	subject-matter	of	the	remaining	
two	Chapters.	We	have	enough	material	in	this	report	for	the	Government,	the	
Municipality,	the	Town	Planning	Authorities	and	the	concern4ed	Panchayats,	to	ponder	
over	and	pinpoint	areas	for	preserving	the	heritage	and	carrying	on	further	
development,	for	Tiuvannamalai	town	and	its	surroundings.	This	draft	report	is	
appended	as	Annexure-P.	

54.	The	Revenue	authorities	have	placed	before	us	a	detailed	map	of	Tiruvannamalai,	
highlighting	the	Giripradakshina	path	and	demarcating	therein	patta	and	poromboke	
lands.	They	have	also	shown	areas	of	Tiruvannamalai	town	proper,	situation	of	Mount	
Arunachala,	as	well	the	encroachments	on	the	hill	and	its	foot.	In	conjunction	with	the	
map	[this	map	appended	as	annexure	Q],	they	have	prepared	a	booklet	[annexure	R]	
showing	patta	and	poromboke	lands,	the	constructions	available	therein,	authorized	or	
unauthorized	in	Anaipirandan,	Athiyandal,	Adi	Annamalai,	Gosalai	and	Vengikkal	
villages.	Encroachments	on	the	Hill	is	listed	in	the	last	page	which	also	states	that	1357	
encroachments	in	the	form	of	houses	and	huts	are	found	in	the	base	of	the	Hill.	A	study	
of	the	map	correlating	it	with	the	details	found	in	the	booklet	will	highlight	the	
categories	of	lands,	the	nature	of	encroachments	etc.,	which	take	in	conjunction	with	
the	satellite	images	and	the	plan	prepared	by	Anna	University,	will	be	of	great	help	for	
the	Town	Planning	Authorities	and	Panchayat	Authorities	to	identify	encroaches	or	
unauthorized	constructions,	the	areas	where	forestation	has	to	be	re-initiated	and	the	
places	where	constructions	could	or	could	not	be	permitted.	In	the	map	the	Girivalam	
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path	has	been	shown	yellow	in	colour.	The	patta	lands	in	between	the	Hill	and	the	
Girivalam	path	have	been	marked	green.	The	poromboke	lands	in	general	have	been	
marked	red.	The	town	area	has	been	indicated	with	red	squares	while	the	Hill	area	is	
marked	in	brown	curved	lines.	The	encroachments	in	the	Hill	stand	coloured	violet.	

55.	The	village	of	Adi	Annamalai	does	pose	a	problem	contra-distinguished	from	the	other	
village	Panchayats,	which	fall	on	the	Giripradakshina	route.	Most	parts	of	Adi	
Annamalai	Village,	inclusive	of	Adi	Annamalai	temple,	are	situate	in	between	
Arunachala	Hill	and	the	Girivalam	Road.	We	have	earlier	mentioned	in	this	report,	that	
all	those	constructions,	which	fall	within	a	limited	height	and	do	not	hide	the	view	of	the	
Hill,	can	be	retained.	Our	inspection	reveals	that	most	parts	of	the	village	may	not	be	an	
impediment,	though	we	are	of	the	firm	view,	that	detailed	study	will	have	to	be	
undertaken	by	the	authorities	concerned	before	necessary	remedial	measures	can	be	
drafted	for	action.	May	be	that	agriculture,	as	is	being	done	now	can	continue.	

56.	All	hues	of	public	opinion	hail	one	Sri	S.V	Arunachala	Moopanar	Swamigal,	who	attained	
siddhi	recently	for	having	single	handedly	reclaimed	the	lands	belonging	to	the	Ashta	
Linga	temples	around	the	Hill,	from	poachers	and	unauthorized	occupants	and	having	
them	assigned	to	the	respective	temples	and	also	maintaining	flower	gardens	and	
orchards	to	make	these	temple	self-sufficient.	He	was	so	dedicated	in	this	work	that	
without	any	major	financial	support,	by	collecting	small	funds	from	the	public,	he	
performed	this	commendable	work.	While	placing	on	record	our	appreciation	for	his	
devoted	service,	we	may	add,	that	much	more	can	be	achieved	by	an	efficient	and	
powerful	Government	with	strong	and	honest	officials	and	elite	citizens	for	protecting	
and	preserving	Tiruvannamalai	of	its	heritage,	spiritual	and	otherwise,	without	either	
afffecting	its	developmental	activity	in	different	zones	or	the	traditions	of	this	place,	
which,	we	have	detailed	at	length,	at	various	places	in	our	report.	

57.	From	the	studies	conducted	which	form	part	of	our	report	for	proper	administration,	it	
is	apparent	that	any	master	plan	for	Tiruvannamalai	should	cover	the	entire	Arunachala	
Hill	and	its	Eco-system.	To	effectively	administer	this	master	plan,	a	single	authority	
should	be	created,	which	should	have	power	to	implement	the	plan,	not	only	in	
Tiruvannamalai	town,	but	in	all	other	Panchayats	falling	within	the	limits	of	the	master	
lan	on	the	lines	of	the	Chennai	Metropolitan	Development	Authority.	In	the	alternative,	
these	Panchayats	could	be	merged	with	Tiruvannamalai	town	and	be	administered	by	
the	municipal	authorities.	As	suggested	earlier,	it	will	be	necessary	that	a	District	
Heritage	Conservation	Committee,	be	created	on	the	lines	suggested	in	the	draft	Tamil	
Nadu	Heritage	Conservation	Act	(Bill)	to	ensure	protection	and	restoration	of	all	
heritage	buildings	precincts	and	areas	until	the	Bill	becomes	on	Act.	The	Town	Planning	
Authority	will	act	on	the	basis	of	recommendations	of	the	District	Heritage	conservation	
Committee,	in	all	matters	relating	to	heritage.	A	Heritage	Conservation	Fund	for	
financing	projects	identified	by	the	District	Heritage	Conservation	Committee,	has	to	be	
set	up	and	what	will	be	the	sources	of	inflow	for	this	fund,	can	be	decided	by	the	
Committee.	Needless	to	state	that	the	Government	apart	from	allotting	special	funds,	
could	divert	a	certain	percentage	of	the	Revenue	of	the	Municipality,	for	this	purpose.	
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Major	beneficiaries	from	the	heritage	based	on	the	tourism	of	the	area,	can	be	directed	
to	pay	a	levy,	to	flow	into	the	Conservation	Fund.	

It	will	be	open	to	the	members	of	the	public	and	institutions,	public	or	private,	to	
contribute	to	this	Conservation	Fund,	keeping	in	view,	the	purpose	for	which,	finances	
from	this	fund	will	get	utilized.	

58.	For	proper	and	effective	compliance	of	the	various	suggestions	made	by	us,	a	
monitoring	mechanism	is	a	must	and	accountability	have	to	be	ensured.	

59.	Hereunder	is	the	sum-up	of	the	salient	features	of	our	report:	

1)	Urgent	measures	must	be	taken	to	re-forest	the	Hill,	to	effect	soil	conservation,	re-
generation	of	ground	water	resources	and	creation	of	micro	climate,	conducive	to	the	
maximum	precipitation	of	rainfall,	thereby	laying	a	true	foundation	for	the	welfare	of	
the	present	and	future	generations.	

2)	Burning,	woodcutting	and	felling	of	trees	and	grazing	on	any	part	of	Mount	
Arunachala	should	be	banned.	

3)	(a)	The	entire	Hill	and	up	to	Giripradakshina	Path	to	the	extent	possible,	taking	note	
of	the	present	situation,	should	be	declared,	a	Reserve	Forest.	Even	the	eastern	slope,	in	
our	view,	continues	to	be	a	Reserve	Forest,	and	the	consent	decree	in	O.	S.	No.67	of	
1936,	on	the	file	of	the	Subordinate	Judge,	Vellore,	has	not	altered	the	said	position.	To	
remove	any	doubt,	if	need	be,	notifications	by	the	Government	or	orders	by	the	District	
Collector,	Vrupaksha,	Guhai	Namasivaya	temle,	Alamarathu	Cave,	Mulaipal	Theertham,	
etc.	all	other	encroachments	on	the	slope	of	the	Hill,	will	have	to	be	mercilessly	
evacuated.	Any	further	construction	on	the	Hill	slope,	must	be	totally	prohibited.	

(b)	Constructions,	which	exist	on	the	foot	of	the	Hill,	on	patta	lands,	if	authorized	and	if	
they	do	not	affect	the	natural	drain	or	erosion	of	soil,	maybe,	they	can	be	allowed	to	
continus,	after	inspection,	leading	to	appropriate	decisions.	If	they	have	to	be	evacuated,	
providing	of	alternate	accommodation	or	suitable	compensation,	may	have	to	be	
thought	of.	Unauthorized	constructions	will	have	to	be	removed	without	any	hesitation,	
whatever.	

(c)	Constructions	on	poromboke	lands	will	have	to	be	viewed	differently;	they	have	to	
go.	

4)	The	intervening	space	between	the	Reserve	Forest	and	Giripradakshina	path,	needs	
preservation	and	therefore	new	constructions	shall	not	be	allowed,	to	impede	the	view	
of	the	Hill	and	mar	the	sanctity	of	the	lace.	In	this	area	if	constructions	are	already	in	
existence,	all	those	unauthorized,	will	have	to	be	removed.	In	this	area,	authorized	
constructions	may	require	height	restriction	of	6.6	metres.	

5)	All	pseudo-temples,	which	have	mushroomed	on	poromboke	lands	without	any	
authority,	solely	intended	as	money-spinning	venues,	playing	upon	the	vulnerabilities	
of	the	pilgrims,	need	immediate	demolition	and	there	can	be	no	scope	for	mercy.	Such	
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of	those	temples,	which	have	partly	authorized	constructions	may	have	to	get	rid	of	the	
unauthorized	portions.	However,	the	Committee,	which	is	expected	to	be	constituted,	
should	have	an	opportunity	to	ponder,	if	those	unauthorized	extensions	could	be	more	
of	an	advantage	than	a	menace,	without	obstructing	the	sanctity	or	the	heredity	of	the	
Girivalam	path	and	if	the	opinion	is	positive,	such	extensions	can	be	permitted	to	be	
retained.	

6)	The	land	beyond	the	Giripradakshina	path	also	needs	protection	and	preservation	
and	hence	this	area	should	be	retained	predominantly	as	farm	lands,	in	order	to	allow	
the	surface	runoff	to	re-charge	the	ring	of	reservoirs.	Farm-houses	will	have	to	restrict	
themselves	to	a	maximum	area	of	3000	sq.	feet,	with	plot	coverage	not	exceeding	10	per	
cent	and	a	height	not	exceeding	6	metres.	There	can	be	only	one	farm-house	per	farm.	
The	minimum	size	of	two	acres	per	farm	should	be	the	normal	rule.	

7)	No	building	should	be	constructed	within	100	feet	of	the	Girivalam	path,	in	the	zone	
beyond	the	Girivalam	path.	

8)	No	other	use,	including	commercial	activities,	whether	permanent	or	transient,	
should	be	permitted.	

9)	Since	there	is	a	strong	relationship	between	the	Hill	and	the	water	conservation	
structures	at	its	base,	apart	from	banning	or	restructing	construction	activity,	
conservation	of	structures	at	the	base	of	the	hill	and	the	ring	of	reservoirs	farther	away,	
will	have	to	be	protected	to	effectively	manage	water	resources.	

10)	Agricultural	lands	on	the	Girivalam	path,	should	not	be	allowed	to	be	converted	to	
any	other	use.	

11)	The	existing	storm	water	drainage	system	should	be	revived	to	ensure	that	water	
flow	into	the	old	tanks	in	the	town,	are	not	interfered	with.	The	theerthas,	tanks	and	
ponds	on	the	Hill	and	in	the	town,	should	be	properly	maintained	and	protected.	

12)	After	removal	of	encroachments	in	the	zone	between	the	Girivalam	path	and	the	
Hill,	the	lands	will	have	to	be	handed	over	to	the	Forest	Department	for	reforestation.	

13)	There	is	an	urgent	need	to	lay	a	sufficiently	wide	‘Gravel	Shoulder’	[unmetalled	
gravel	pavement]	on	the	left	side	of	the	present	tarred	road,	reckoned	clockwise,	along	
the	entire	stretch	of	the	Girivalam	path,	which	would	help	the	pilgrims	to	walk	
peacefully	without	stepping	into	the	main	road.	Necessary	acquisition	of	lands	for	this	
purpose,	will	have	to	be	made.	Inside	the	town,	to	the	extent	feasible,	this	unmettaled	
gravel	pavement,	can	be	of	lesser	breadth.	Maintenance	and	improvement	of	the	
existing	roads	will	also	fall	under	this	category.	

14)	The	other	immediate	requirement	would	be	the	formation	of	an	outer	bypass	ring	
road	commencing	beyond	the	Tindivanam	-	Tiruvannamalai	Road	and	terminating	a	
few	kilometres	away	from	the	bifurcation	of	the	Girivalam	path	on	Chengam	Road.	This	
formation	will	reduce	the	density	of	traffic	inside	the	town	and	add	to	the	
conduciveness	of	aithiha.	Necessary	flyovers	or	subways	will	have	to	be	provided	
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where	we	have	railway	crossings	at	present,	so	that	developmental	activity	will	get	
spread	over	to	other	areas,	keeping	the	traditional	town	of	Tiruvannamalai	intact	for	
preservation	of	its	heritage	and	sanctity.	

15)	The	bus	station	wil	have	to	be	shifted	from	its	present	location	either	to	a	spot	in	
the	vicinity	of	the	new	Collectorate,	on	the	Vellore	Road,	or	at	a	place	beyond	the	
railway	crossing	on	the	Tindivanam	-	Tiruvannamalai	Road.	

16)	To	help	the	pilgrims	to	move	inside	Tiruvannamalai	town,	increase	in	the	fleet	of	
mini-buses	may	have	to	be	considered.	

17)	The	proposal	to	situate	the	National	Highway	from	Pondicherry	to	Bangalore,	
through	the	heart	of	Tiruvannamalai	town,	must	be	shelved.	This	National	Highway	
could	get	linked	to	the	outer	bypass	road	suggested	by	us.	

18)	Hygienic	drinking	water	and	clean	toilet	facilities	should	be	provided	on	the	
Giripradakshina	path.	A	few	information	booths,	on	festival	days	will	also	be	an	
important	requirement.	

19)	Traffic	management	on	the	Girivalam	path	should	also	include	noise	control,	from	
blaring,	loud	speakers	and	erratic	horning	by	vehicles.	The	Giripradakshina	path,	at	
least,	to	that	extent,	which,	which	does	not	pass	through	the	town,	must	be	announced	
as	“silence	zone”,	followed	up	by	strict	enforcement	measures.	Constant	removal	of	
garbage	in	the	town	and	in	the	Girivalam	path	and	more	frequently	on	festival	days,	
with	effecrtive	supervision,	will	be	the	minimum	requirement.	Silent	zones	must	also	be	
announced	as	restricted	speed	limit	zones.	

20)	Mount	Arunachala,	Arunachaleswarar	temple	and	Tiruvannamalai	town,	should	be	
accorded	the	status	of	National	Heritage	Site,	which	ultimately	will	lead	to	recognition	
as	world	heritage	centres.	

21)	Though	the	Government	of	India	has	accepted	only	a	small	portion	of	
Tiruvannamalai	area,	namely,	the	passage	leading	from	Ramanashramam	to	
Skandashramam,	Vrupaksha	Guhai,	as	monuments	of	national	importance,	in	or	about	
1997,	it	should	be	the	endeavor	of	the	State	Government	to	have	all	necessary	places,	
carefully	looked	after,	as	heritage	sites	and	initiate	steps	to	have	these	places	
recognized	as	national	heritage	centres.	In	any	event,	the	present	requirement	will	be	to	
apply	all	those	provisions	suggested	in	the	draft	Tamil	Nadu	Heritage	Conservation	Act	
(Bill)	so	that	protection	and	restoration	of	all	heritage	places,	precincts	and	areas	will	
be	free	from	desecration.	Our	suggestions	on	the	provisions	of	the	Tamil	Nadu	Heritage	
Conservation	Act	(Bill)	need	careful	scrutiny.	

22)	Our	suggestions	on	the	ecological	and	geological	angle,	will	require	strict	adherence.	
Providing	of	shade-giving	trees	on	the	Girivalam	path	should	also	rank	as	one	of	the	
emergent	priorities.	

23)	Dissemination	of	knowledge	to	the	public	on	the	need	for	preservation	of	the	Hill	
and	the	complete	area	surrounding	it,	as	heritage	sites,	will	be	one	other	essential	
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requirement.	This	communication	can	be	through	the	media	as	well	through	
distribution	of	pamphlets	at	important	venues.	

24)	For	proper	administration,	Tiruvannamalai	town	and	all	other	Panchayats	falling	in	
the	Girivalam	path,	must	be	under	a	single	authority.	In	the	alternative,	these	
Panchayats	could	be	merged	with	Tiruvannamalai	Municipality.	

25)	A	District	Heritage	Conservation	Committee	should	be	created	on	the	lines	
suggested	in	the	draft	Tamil	Nadu	Heritage	Conservation	Act	(Bill)	and	the	Town	
Planning	Authority	will	have	to	act	on	the	basis	of	the	said	Committee’s	
recommendations,	in	all	matters	relating	to	heritage.	A	Heritage	Conservation	Fund	will	
be	the	necessary	appendage.	

26)	Exemptions	and	relaxations	from	the	legal	requirements	cannot	be	the	rule	for	it	
will	only	proclaim	a	reward	for	disobedience	to	law.	If	at	all	to	prevent	injustice	in	
rarest	of	rare	cases,	the	district	heritage	conservation	committee	shall	be	the	authority	
to	grant	exemptions	or	relaxatons,	for	reasons	recorded	in	writing.	

27)	On	the	four	roads	surrounding	the	temple,	the	height	of	the	buildings	will	have	to	be	
restricted	to	6.6	metres	henceforth.	If	the	present	buildings	are	sought	to	be	renovated	
or	re-constructed,	this	rule	will	have	to	be	effectively	applied.	Beyond	the	four	Mada	
Streets,	the	nine-metre	height	limit	can	continue	to	apply,	except	along	the	eastern	
slope	of	the	Hill	and	the	Giripradakshina	Path.	In	the	new	developmental	area	15	metre	
high	buildings	can	be	permitted,	subject	to	all	that	we	have	stated	towards	the	end	of	
para	41.	

28)	Constructions	of	any	nature	abutting	the	Arunachala	temple	walls	and	the	public	
toilets	similarly	situated	and	the	ones	inside	the	said	temple	will	have	to	be	emergently	
removed	even	without	a	second	thought.	

29)	To	ensure	compliance	of	all	our	suggestions,	a	monitory	mechanism	is	the	minimum	
requirement	and	accountability	is	a	must.	

60.	We	place	on	record	our	appreciation	and	gratitude	for	the	assistance	rendered	by	the	
Institute	of	Remote	Sensing,	Anna	University,	Chennai	the	National	Remote	Sensing	
Agency,	Hyderabad,	the	Asian	Information	Marketing	and	Social	Research	Private	
Limited,	Chennai,	the	Annamalai	Reforestation	Society,	the	Members	of	the	public,	trade	
and	social	organizations,	members	of	the	Consultative	Committee	and	the	Government	
and	the	temple	officials,	in	the	discharge	of	functions	assigned	to	us,	by	the	Honourable	
High	Court.	

Dated	at	Tiruvannamalai,	this	the	8th	day	of	December	1999.	
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“Buying	of	lands.doc”	
Tiruvannamalai		

2.11.99	
	
Dear	Sir,	

	
We	wish	to	bring	to	your	notice	a	matter	of	urgent	public	importance	relating	to	the	

world-renowned	spiritual	centre,	Arunachala.	
The	Arunachala	Hill	is	the	most	important	feature	of	the	town.	Lord	Siva	enshrined	

in	 the	 huge	 temple	 complex	 here	 also	 bears	 the	 name	 Arunachaleswara.	 Since	 time	
immemorial,	 Arunachala	 has	 been	 attracting	 spiritual	 seekers.	 Bhagavan	 Sri	 Ramana	
Maharshi	regarded	Arunachala	as	his	Guru.	The	Maharshi	has	categorically	stated	that	this	
Hill	is	Lord	Siva	Himself.	

To	this	day	spiritual	seekers	from	all	corners	of	the	globe	flock	to	Tiruvannamalai	
to	enquire	into	the	truth	of	life.		

Now	this	environment	 is	being	 threatened	and	has	become	 fragile	due	 to	various	
reasons.	 Chief	 among	 them	 is	 the	 commercialisation	 of	 the	 place	 and	 the	 population	
explosion	 both	 resident	 as	 well	 as	 floating.	 Certain	 proposals	 detailed	 below,	 if	
implemented,	 will	 go	 a	 long	 way	 in	 restoring	 to	 Tiruvannamalai	 its	 rightful	 status	 as	 a	
prime	centre	of	spirituality	and	as	a	sparkling	diamond	in	the	crown	of	Hindu	religion.	We	
solicit	earnestly	your	help	in	conserving	this	place.	

On	 behalf	 of	 the	 devotees	 of	 Arunachala	who	 are	 regularly	 performing	girivalam	
this	 representation	 is	made	regarding	 the	preservation	and	protection	of	 the	Holy	Hill	of	
Arunachala,	its	environs.	

Devotees	 thus	 going	 round	 the	 Hill	 are	 of	 various	 ages	 with	 various	 social,	
economic,	cultural,	regional,	religious,	national	backgrounds.	Some	of	us	have	settled	down	
here	for	a	long	time	with	the	sole	purpose	of	gaining	peace	and	tranquillity	by	performing	
girivalam	and	to	this	end	we	have	foregone	our	lucrative	careers,	and	our	kith	and	kin.			

Apart	from	the	permanent	residents,	a	large	number	of	people	residing	elsewhere	
come	here	 periodically	 to	 find	 solace	 and	 comfort.	 	 Thirdly,	 you	may	 also	 be	 aware	 that	
hundreds	of	thousands	of	people	go	round	the	Hill	and	visit	the	Temple	during	full	moon	
days.	

Those	 devotees	 who	 perform	 circumambulation	 require	 peaceful	 environs	 and	
tranquillity,	a	clear	view	of	the	Hill,	and	the	girivalam	path	being	clear	of	vehicular	traffic,	
free	of	dust	and	noise	and	pollution	etc.		It	would	not	be	out	of	place	to	mention	here	that	
some	devotees	perform	pradakshina	everyday.	But	before	this	we	like	to	bring	to	your	kind	
attention	the	present	state	of	affairs	around	the	Hill.		

In	 fact	Tiruvannamalai	 town	and	 the	 surrounding	 area	began	 to	 attract	 attention	
from	 1989	 onwards	 when	 this	 town	 became	 head	 quarters	 of	 the	 newly	 formed	
Tiruvannamalai	District.	Thus	the	encroachments	slowly	spread	upon	the	eastern	slopes	of	
the	Hill	around	the	Temple	and	around	the	giripradakshina	path.	The	pace	of	occupying	the	
poramboke	 lands,	 conversion	 of	 agricultural	 lands	 	 into	 housing	 sites	 etc.,	 increased	 in	
geometrical	proportions	from	1997	onwards,	when	multitudes	of	devotees	started	growing	
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round	 the	 Hill	 during	 full	 moon	 days	 as	 demand	 for	 housing	 sites	 began	 to	 increase	
manifold.	As	a	large	number	of	people	visiting	the	town	are	showing	a	keen	interest	either	
in	settling	down	or	at	least	in	owning	a	piece	of	land	for	future	needs.	This	sudden	spurt	of	
increase	in	the	influx	of	people	also	resulted	in	the	number	of	encroachments	around	the	
Hill	and	upon	the	Hill.	

Taking	 the	 southern,	 western	 and	 northern	 portion	 of	 the	 area	 around	 the	 Hill	
previously	these	were	either	belonging	to	the	Temple	or	to	the	reserve	forest	or	they	were	
poramboke	lands.	Later	these	began	to	be	distributed	as	patta	lands	solely	for	the	purpose	
of	cultivation.	However	in	course	of	time	the	original	purpose	was	lost	and	the	land	owners,	
particularly	after	1997	began	to	convert	the	lands	into	plots	for	purposes	of	construction.		

Now	about	two	thirds	of	the	path	(that	is	the	southern,	western	and	northern	sides	
of	the	Hill)	is	comparatively	free	of	construction	and	hence	one	can	have	a	clear	view	of	the	
Hill	while	doing	pradakshina;	however,	 if	the	private	lands	in	this	area	are	converted	into	
housing	 sites	within	 a	 few	 years	 colonies	 and	nagars	 will	 be	mushrooming	 and	 in	 their	
wake	there	will	follow:	
1. Tremendous	 increase	 in	vehicular	 traffic	which	cannot	be	prevented	or	diverted	

as	this	will	affect	the	residents	in	that	area.	
2. The	existing	tanks	in	the	above	area	will	be	filled	up	and	converted	into	building	

lands.	
3. Felling	of	trees	will	take	place	along	the	path.	
4. Encroachments	upon	the	Hill	and	in	the	reserve	forest	will	take	place	thus	hiding	

the	view	of	the	Hill	in	the	entire	area.	
It	is	a	rare	and	golden	opportunity	given	to	us	to	protect	preserve	and	save	the	earth’s	most	
sacred	Shrine	which	is	the	centre	of	spiritual	energy	which	is	beckoning	devotees	from	all	
the	points	of	the	compass.		
	Millions	 of	 people	 are	 performing	 giripradakshina	 every	 year	 in	 all	 weathers	 and	 with	
many	hardships.	This	stands	as	a	circumstantial	evidence	for	the	greatness	of	Arunachala.	
It	 is	 our	 sacred	 duty	 to	 enable	 the	 devotees	 to	 perform	 the	 sacred	 form	 of	 worship	 i.e.	
girivalam	 with	 least	 discomfort.	 The	 suggestions	 for	 improvement	 and	 preservations	 of	
girivalam	path	are	made	so	that	this	place	is	protected	for	centuries	to	come	as	they	have	
been	done	by	the	kings	of	yore.	This	is	the	only	place	in	India	remaining	comparatively	free	
of	pollution	congestion,	 etc.,	All	other	Holy	Places	 like	Varanasi,	Kanchipuram,	Rishikesh,	
Haridwar,	Allahabad,	 etc.,	 have	 lost	 atleast	 in	 the	physical	 sense,	 their	purity	 and	 charm.	
Therefore	on	behalf	 of	 the	devotees	 of	Arunachala,	 earnest	 appeal	 is	made	 to	 you.	 If	 the	
present	trend	is	continued	it	 is	 likely,	before	 long,	that	the	Hill	may	be	hidden	by	houses,	
temples	and	other	constructions	in	the	southern,	western,	northern	portions	of	the	Hill	as	it	
has	already	happened	in	the	eastern	and	south	eastern	portions.		
Thus	 it	 is	 imperative	 that	 the	patta	 lands	 in	 the	Southern	Western	portions	of	 the	Hill	 is	
between	the	Hill	and	the	giripradakshina	path	may	be	purchased	from	the	individuals	who	
own	them,	and	converted	into	gardens	and	farms.	The	Southern	portion	mainly	consists	of	
reserve	forest	area.	

All	 efforts	 to	 impress	 officialdom	 during	 the	 last	 four	 years	 on	 the	 necessity	 of	
immediate	action	have	not	borne	fruit.	Before	the	situation	gets	irredeemable,	action	has	to	
be	 taken	to	restore	and	protect	 the	glory	of	 this	holy	place.	This	 is	a	 task	 that	awaits	 the	
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efforts	of	all	right	thinking	people.	We	appeal	to	you,	Sir,	to	take	steps	in	this	direction	as	
mentioned	above.	You	will	earn	the	gratitude	of	all	devotees	of	Arunachala,	both	Indian	and	
foreign.						

	
Yours	faithfully,	

	
A.	Narayanan.	

Member,	Arunachala	Reforestation	Society,	

Tiruvannamalai.	

	
	

NOTE	ON	TIRUVANNAMALAI/ARUNACHALA	
	
1. Geologically	the	score	age	of	Arunachala	Hill	 is	estimated	to	be	3.5	billion	years	while	

the	 surface	 is	 estimated	 to	 be	 2.6	 billion	 years.	 The	Hill	 extends	more	 than	200	Kms	
below	the	earth’s	surface.	This	is	a	unique	geological	feature	when	compared	to	other	
more	famous	Hill	ranges	of	the	world.		

2. The	Hill	and	the	surrounding	area	have	more	than	300	ponds.	
3. The	puranas	say	that	the	primal	gods	Brahma	and	Vishnu	had	their	ego	sense	destroyed	

by	Siva	in	this	place.		
4. The	 Upanishads	 claim	 that	 the	 five	 elements	 were	 enlightened	 at	 this	 place	 and	 the	

eight	guardian	angels	of	the	eight	cardinal	points	were	absolved	of	their	original	sins.		
5. The	 puranas	 further	 say	 that	 all	 sages	 converge	 to	 Arunachala	 for	 consummation	 of	

their	penance.		
6. Parvathy	consort	of	Siva	won	over	the	left	half	of	Siva	at	this	place.	
7. As	this	Hill	is	in	the	form	of	linga	the	worship	of	Siva	originated	from	this	place.		
8. The	formless	Supreme	Being	first	assumed	form	at	this	place.		
9. All	 the	 major	 Hindu	 Festivals	 viz.	 Navaratri,	 Sivaratri,	 Aridhra	 originated	 from	 this	

place.			
10. There	are	about	96	Shrines	around	the	Hill.	
11. There	are	more	than	52	ancient	texts	on	Arunachala.		
12. In	all	major	foreign	languages	literature	exists	on	Arunachala.		
13. Annually	thousands	of	devotees	throng	this	place	from	all	the	five	continents.		
14. While	on	 their	 first	 flight	 to	 the	moon,	 the	astronauts	 saw	a	brilliant	glow	emanating	

from	this	place,	it	was	during	Karthigai	deepam	festival.	
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15. There	is	reference	in	vedas	to	Arunachala.		
16. Arunachala	is	considered	to	be	the	very	embodiment	of	compassion	and	knowledge.		
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“Committee	Recommendations	(6.4.2000).doc”	

1.  Full	implementation	
2.  Full	 implementation.	 Report	 by	 Govt.	 not	 correct,	 even	 this	 year	 burning	
was	there	on	the	hill	including	Reserve	forest	area.	

3.  (a)	 Implementation.	 Construction	 on	 the	 Patta	 lands	 may	 be	 left	
undisturbed.	

(b)	The	constructions	may	be	left	as	they	are.	As	these	are	on	matter	lands	and	
most	of	these	or	the	North	eastern	to	South	side	they	have	to	be	regulated.	

(c)	No	 comment.	 Removal	 of	 number	 of	 large	 constructions	may	 create	 law	
and	order	problems.	

4.  This	 can	 be	 implemented	 from	 West	 of	 Adi	 Parasakthi	 temple	 to	
Pachaiamman	 Temple.	 (Patta	 lands	 in	 and	 around	 Adi	 Annamalai	 village	
may	be	exempted?)	No	need	to	remove	constructions.	

5.  Implementation	as	suggested.	
6.  Again	we	can	implement	this	from	Chengam	Road	beyond	Yama	Lingam	(Is	
it	 possible)	 or	 beyond	 the	 College	 (commencing	 from	 that	 part	 and	 upto	
Pachaiamman	temple	reckoned	in	clockwise	direction)	

7.  Implementation	in	the	area	as	mentioned	in	4,	6	etc.	
8.  In	the	area	mentioned	in	4	&	6	maybe	implemented.	
9.  Full	implementation.	
10.  Implementation.	 What	 about	 lands	 already	 converted	 to	 plots	 (housing	
sites?)	

11.  Full	implementation	(i.e.	All	around	the	hill).	
12.  Implementation.	
13.  May	be	implemented	in	due	course.	
14.  I	 mediate	 implementation	 many	 accidents	 have	 taken	 place	 in	 Chengam	
Road	 (In	 the	 last	 year,	 5	 accidents	 have	 taken	 place,	 most	 of	 them	 fatal	
within	 a	 distance	 of	 1	 KM).	 Hence	 By-pass	 for	 Chengam	 road	 to	 be	
constructed	immediately.	

15.  May	be	shifted	in	due	course	to	the	new	Collectorate	complex.	
16.  Implementation.	
17.  Implementation.	
18.  Implementation.	
19.  Implementation.	 In	addition	control	of	emission	by	 the	 traffic	a	must	and	
also	blaring	of	loudspeakers	to	be	totally	banned.	
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20.  Implementation.	Temple	of	Arunachala	neglected	 even	during	 renovation	
the	 rafters	 in	 the	 towers	 are	 not	 renewed	 the	 temple	 etc.,	 should	 be	
declared	as	National	Heritage	Centre.	

21.  Full	implementation.	
22.  Full	Implementation.	
23.  Full	Implementation.	
24.  Not	necessary.	
25.  It	 should	 be	 national	 committee	 or	 the	 committee	 should	 constitute	 of	
eminent	people	for	obvious	reasons.	

26.  Implementation.	
27.  Implementation.	
28.  Toilets	 should	be	 shifted	but	 the	present	 shops	 along	 the	 Southern	walls	
may	be	left	as	they	are.	But	no	fresh	constructions	in	front	of	the	temple	or	
along	 the	walls	 to	 be	 allowed,	 except	 the	 construction	 of	 the	 16	 pillared	
mantap.	

29.  Monitary	mechanism	consisting	of	eminent	citizens	(as	mentioned	in	25)	of	
the	state	to	be	appointed	along	with	officials	to	help	it	in	implementing	the	
recommendations.	

30.  Samudram	Lake	(&	other	lakes	if	possible)	to	be	joined	with	Sathanur	Dam.	
If	 the	project	 is	carried	out	this	will	raise	considerably	the	 level	of	water-
table.	
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“Court	Scheme.doc”	

Annexure	A:	Girivalam	Path	

the	 g.v.	 path	 shall	 consist	 of	 the	 entire	 road	 commencing	 from	 streets	 from	 the	

Arunachaleswarar	 temple	 in	 the	 clockwise	 direction	 and	 ending	 with	 arunachaleswarar	

temple	as	detailed	in	the	plan	enclosed	and	as	detailed	in	the	Expert	body	report.	

g.v.path	commences	from	the	temple	of	arunachaleswarar	marked	as	number	43	in	the	

plan	 appended	 as	 annexure	 F.	 the	 pradakshina	 route	will	 go	 over	 Sivaganga	 tank,	 Indra	

lingam,	 the	 agni,	 seshadri,	 Dakshinamurthy	 Temple,	 Sri	 Ramana	 Maharshi	 ashram,	 pali	

thirtham,	ganesha	 temple,	 agasthiya	 thirtham,	palakottu,	Draupadhi	 temple,	yama	 lingam	

ganesha	 shrine	 sona	 thirtham,	 Nirudhi	 Lingam,	 Unnamulai	 Amman	 Shrine,	 Unnamulai	

Thirtham,	and	Hanuman	Shrine,	Vedapari	Mantapam,	Gautama	Ashram,	Surya	lingam	(this	

lingam	 is	 not	 one	 of	 those	Ashta	 lingams.	 It	 is	 believed	 that	 the	 sun	 god	prayed	 to	 Lord	

Shiva	 from	 this	 part),	 Varuna	 Lingam,	 Adi	 Annamalai	 Temple,	Manickavachagar	 Temple,	

Vayu	 Lingam,	 Kubera	 Lingam,	 Panchamukha	 Shrine,	 Esanya	 Lingam,	 and	 Esanya	 Mutt,	

Durgai	Amman	Temple,	before	ending	 in	Arunachala	temple	on	the	return,	 Indra	Lingam,	

one	of	 	 	 the	Ashta	 lingams	was	worshipped	by	 Indra,	 the	Digpalaka	of	East,	Agni	Lingam,	

marked	as	No.500	 in	 the	plan	was	worshipped	by	Agni,	 the	God	of	 fire,	and	Dikpalaka	of	

South	East,	Yamalingam	was	worshipped	by	Yama	the	God	of	death	as	well	as	the	guardian	

angel	of	Southern	direction,	Nirudhi	Lingam	was	worshipped	by	Nirudhi	one	of	the	Ashta	

Dikpalakas,	 the	 guardian	 of	 South-west,	 Nirudhi	 was	 the	 chief	 of	 the	 demons.	 Varuna	

lingam	18	is	believed	to	have	been	worshipped	by	Varuna,	the	guardian	angel	of	the	west	at	

this	point,	Vayu	Lingam	was	worshipped	by	Vayu,	the	Dikpalaka	of	the	North-west,	Kubera	

Lingam	was	worshipped	by	Kubera,	the	god	of	wealth,	the	Dikpalaka	of	the	North	direction,	

Esanya	Lingam	is	the	place	of	worship	of	Lord	Arunachala	by	Esana,	the	Dikpalaka	of	the	

North-east	direction.	It	is	a	parental	these	eight	lingas	around	the	hill.	One	at	the	each	of	the	

eight	directions	where	installed	and	worshipped	by	the	respective	Dikpalakas,	guardians	of	

directions.	And	the	situations	of	these	lingas	is	one	other	strong	indication	of	the	antiquity	

of	the	present	girivalam	path.		

Procedure	to	be	followed	by	the	general	body:	
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The	general	body	shall	meet	as	and	when	it	 is	required	and	not	 less	than	twice	than	a	

year	 besides	 the	 one	 third	 of	 the	 general	 body	 main	 writing	 request	 convening	 of	 the	

meeting	of	 the	general	body	and	within	six	weeks	 from	the	date	of	 receipt	of	notice.	The	

District	Collector	shall	convene	the	general	body.	The	general	body	shall	be	convened	by	14	

days	notice	duly	signed	by	the	project	officer	or	the	members.	The	project	officer	shall	be	

the	 convener	 of	 the	 Expert	 body	 Committee	 as	 the	 general	 body	 and	 shall	 carry	 out	 the	

resolutions	 passed	 by	 the	 general	 body	 and	 he	 shall	 not	 preside	 over	 the	 general	 body	

meeting.	The	general	body	may	by	resolution	resolved	to	the	carry	out	the	subjects	placed	

before	it	by	a	single	majority	and	wherever	the	subjects	relate	to	modifications	or	additions	

or	 alterations	 or	 amendments	 or	 by-laws	 or	 regular	 or	 business	 rules	 atleast	 two	 third	

majority	is	prescribe.	The	coral	of	the	general	body	shall	be	70%	of	the	total	members	who	

constitute	 the	 general	 body.	 The	 general	 body	 shall	 be	 presided	 over	 by	 the	 District	

Collector,	and	in	his	absence	the	general	body	may	elect	any	one	of	its	members	to	preside	

who	will	be	entitled	vote	in	case	of	a	tie.	The	general	body	shall	record	its	meeting	by	way	

of	minutes	and	it	shall	be	executed	by	the	Project	officer.		

Annexure	D:	Executive	Committee	members:	 the	Exe.	Committee	shall	be	consisting	of	

following	members	 and	 they	 shall	 follow	 the	 following	 procedures.	 1)	 Project	 officer,	 2)	

Project	engineer,	3)	D.S.P.,	Tiruvannamalai	4)	Revenue	Division	officer,	Tiruvannamalai,	5)	

Divisional	Engineer,	P.W.D.,	Tiruvannamalai,	6)	Division	Engineer,	Highways	department,	

Tiruvannamalai,	 7)	 District	 Health	 Officer,	 Tiruvannamalai,	 8)	 The	 Commissioner	

Tiruvannamalai	 Municipality,	 9)	 The	 Executive	 Officer,	 Arunachaleswarar	 Devasthanam,	

10)	District	 Forest	Officer,	 Tiruvannamalai,	 11)	 Leading	member	 of	 the	 bar	whose	pious	

and	 evinces	 interest	 in	 civic	 activities	 as	 nominated	 by	 the	 Principle	 District	 Judge,	

Tiruvannamalai,	12-14,	Three	members	nominated	by	the	general	body	and	such	nominee	

need	not	necessarily	be	the	member	of	the	general	body.		

Procedure:	 Executives	members	 11-14	 shall	 be	 nominated	 for	 a	 period	 of	 three	 years	

and	the	same	individual	could	be	nominated	for	one	more	period	of	three	years	only.	The	

executive	Committee	shall	meet	as	and	when	required	and	three	days	clear	notice	sufficient.	

The	 corm	 of	 the	 executive	 Committee	 shall	 be	 one	 third	 of	 the	 total	 members	 simple	

majority	shall	be	sufficient	to	carry	out	in	the	subject	placed.	The	executive	Committee	may	
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also	pass	a	resolution	by	circulation.	The	executive	Committee	may	also	invite	any	one	or	

more	of	the	general	body	members	or	any	other	expert	body	or	adviser	to	appear	before	

the	 Executive	 Committee	 for	 discussions	 or	 consultations	 or	 opinion	 or	 address.	 The	

project	 officer	 shall	 be	 the	 convener.	 The	project	 officer	 shall	 preside	 over	 the	 executive	

Committee	meetings	and	in	his	place	the	revenue	divisional	officer	shall	preside	over.	in	the	

absence	of	the	said	two	executive	Committee	may	elect	any	one	of	the	members	present	to	

preside	over	the	meeting.		

The	 executive	 Committee	 shall	 record	 its	 meetings	 by	 way	 of	 minutes	 with	 simple	

majority	shall	sufficient.		

Annexure	E	

Local	area	Committee	members,	its	meetings,	procedure,	and	bylaws		

the	 local	 area	Committee	 shall	 consist	of	 the	 following	members	and	 they	 shall	 follow	

the	following	procedures:		

1)	Project	Officer	2)	Project	Engineer	or	circle	officer,	3)	Local	Panchayat	President	or	

his	nominee,	4)	Local	Revenue	Tahsildar.	The	local	area	Committee	shall	meet	as	and	when	

required	and	assist	execution	of	development	work,	preparation	of	plan,	and	also	supervise	

the	 implementation	of	 the	work	within	 the	circle	besides	 to	bringing	 to	 the	notice	of	 the	

Executive	Committee	as	for	the	further	steps	to	be	taking	for	the	effective	implementation	

of	the	projects.	

Objects	of	the	Scheme:	The	scheme	is	framed	with	the	contents	of	the	petitioners	as	well	

as	 the	 respondents	 for	 the	 better	maintenance	 preservation	 development	 and	 control	 of	

Tiruvannamalai	 giripradakshinam	 for	 the	development	of	 the	 area	 and	 for	 the	benefit	 of	

the	 devotees	 local	 residents,	 and	 for	 public	 in	 general.	 The	 scheme	 shall	 be	 called	 the	

Tiruvannamalai	Arunachalam	girivalam	preservation	and	development	scheme.		

3)	 Commencement	 of	 the	 scheme	 and	 operation:	 Entire	 scheme	 shall	 come	 into	

operation	from	the	1st	April	2001	unless	otherwise	indicated	specifically	in	any	portion	of	

the	scheme	and	the	scheme	shall	be	operative	till	either	 the	state	or	Central	Government	

introduce	an	implement	appropriate	legislation	with	respect	to	the	matters	provided	for	in	

the	scheme.		
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Definition	 clause	4:	 in	 this	 scheme	unless	 the	 contexts	 otherwise	 requires	 the	 various	

expressions	 shall	 mean.	 Giripradakshinam	 or	 Girivalam.	 A)	 Shall	 mean	 and	 include	 the	

course	of	the	girivalam	commencing	from	Arulmigu	Arunachala	temple	in	Tiruvannamalai	

town	 and	 going	 around	 Tiruvannamalai	 hill	 in	 clockwise	 direction	 and	 ending	 with	

Annamalaiyar	 temple	 in	 Tiruvannamalai.	 And	 as	 detailed	 in	 Annexure	 A	 appended	

herewith.	 B)	 Girivalam	 Inner	 Circle	 area	 means	 and	 include	 the	 entire	 landscape	 lying	

within	 the	 girivalam	 path	 as	 shown	 in	 the	 Annexure	 Plan	 B	 including	 the	 Hill,	 the	

Agricultural	 lands,	 Reserve	 Forests,	 rivers,	 tanks,	 all	 temples,	 Ashta	 Lingams,	 Thirthams,	

Caves,	Roads,	pathways,	monuments	whatsoever	falling	in	the	girivalam	circle	as	falling	on	

its	right	when	one	proceeds	in	the	clockwise	direction	starting	from	Annamalaiyar	temple	

goes	around	and	returns	back	to	the	said	temple	entrance.	C)	Girivalam	outer	circle	means	

as	one	who	proceeds	 in	 the	 clockwise	direction	along	with	 the	girivalam	area	on	his	 left	

side	 to	 a	 distance	 of	 five	 kilometres	 shall	 be	 the	 outer	 circle.	 General	 body	 means	 and	

includes	entire	team	of	the	members	who	constitute	the	general	body	under	the	detailed	in	

an	 annexure	 C.	 D)	 Executive	 Committee	 means	 and	 includes	 an	 entire	 variety	 of	 the	

members	who	constitute	the	Executive	Committee	as	detailed	in	Annexure	D.	F)	Local	Area	

Committee	shall	mean	and	include	members	who	constitute	the	Committee	as	detailed	in	

Annexure	E.	G)	officers	of	 the	project	would	mean	and	 include	every	officer	appointed	 in	

terms	of	the	scheme	or	officer	authorised	to	exercise	the	functions	under	the	scheme	time	

to	time	(H)	the	project	officer,	project	Engineer	or	circle	officers	shall	mean	the	respective	

officers	 appointed	 for	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	 scheme	 for	 the	 general	 body	 or	 the	

executive	 Committee	 as	 provided	 in	 the	 scheme.	 Municipal	 limits	 means	 the	 municipal	

limits	of	Tiruvannamalai	as	notified	in	Tamil	Nadu	District	Municipality’s	Act	1920	and	is	

amended	from	time	to	time.	(J)	Local	authority	means	the	Municipality,	the	Panchayats,	or	

Panchayat	unions	having	Jurisdiction	in	the	locality	along	the	girivalm	path	and	girivalam	

inner	circle	and	shall	have	the	same	meaning	as	define	in	the	respective	state	enactment’s.	

K)	 Members	 of	 Parliament	 and	 members	 of	 Legislative	 Assemblhy	 shall	 mean	 the	

respective	 members	 being	 representing	 the	 Parliamentary,	 Assembly	 constituencies	

respective	 with	 those	 who	 constituency	 the	 area	 of	 the	 girivalam	 falls.	 L)	 The	 Collector	

means	 the	Collector	of	Tiruvannamalai	district,	 appointed	by	 the	State	Government	 from	

time	 to	 time.	 M)	 The	 Committee	 means	 the	 sub-Committee	 or	 the	 special	 Committee	
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constituted	 by	 the	 general	 body	 or	 the	 executive	 Committee	 for	 a	 specified	 purpose	 to	

advise	as	to	the	implementation	of	the	scheme.	O)	Buildings	shall	have	the	same	meaning	

as	defined	 in	 section	3(3)	of	 the	District	Municipality’s	 act	1920.	P)	Owner	will	 have	 the	

same	meaning	 as	 defined	 in	 Section	 13	 (317)	 of	 the	 District	Municipality’s	 act	 1920.	 Q)	

Reconstruction	 will	 have	 the	 same	 meaning	 as	 defined	 in	 section	 324	 of	 the	 District	

Municipality’s	act	(R)	temple	shall	have	the	same	meaning	as	defined	in	section	62	of	the	

Tamil	 Nadu	 Hindu	 Religious	 and	 Charitable	 Endorsement	 act	 1959.	 (S)	 Charitable	

Endorsement	 shall	 have	 the	 same	 meaning	 as	 defined	 in	 65	 in	 	 the	 Tamil	 Nadu	 Hindu	

Religious	 and	 Charitable	 Endorsement	 act	 1959.	 (T)	 Commissioner	 and	 Deputy	

Commissioner,	 joint	 commissioner	 of	 HR&CE	means	 the	 Commissioner	 appointed	 under	

section	9	of	of	the	Tamil	Nadu	Hindu	Religious	and	Charitable	Endorsement	act	1959.	(U)	

The	Expression	mutt	religious	and	charitable	endorsement	shall	have	the	same	meaning	as	

defined	in	Section	613	in	of	the	Tamil	Nadu	Hindu	Religious	and	Charitable	Endorsement	

act	1959.	

5)	Ashta	lingams,	Thirthams	and	caves	would	mean	include	the	existing	Ashta	Lingams,	

thirthams,	and	caves	and	all	such	tanks	are	Urney	or	theppam	falling	within	the	girivalam	

inner	 circle	 area.	 (W)	 Panchayats,	 Panchayat	 Unions,	 Panchayat	 Union	 President,	

Commissioner	shall	have	the	same	meaning	as	defined	in	section	Tamil	Nadu	Municipality’s	

act	1958.		

Highway	Constitution	of	Committees	and	duties:	There	shall	be	three	level	Committees	

to	carry	out	the	object	in	implementation	of	the	projects.	They	are	general	body	executive	

Committee	 local	 area	 Committees.	 Apart	 from	 the	 above	 Committees	 there	 shall	 be	

consultative	 Committees	 or	 sub	 Committees	 consisting	 of	 experts,	 specialists	 in	 various	

fields	 including	religious	 finance	planning	and	 like	 to	advise	monitors	suggests	ways	and	

means	to	 implement	the	scheme	and	maintain	the	areas.	The	advise	of	these	consultative	

Committees	shall	be	given	due	consideration	at	all	levels.	

General	 body	 shall	 consist	 of	 members	 set	 out	 in	 annexure	 C.	 the	 general	 body	 shall	

consist	of	following	members.	District	Collector,	Tiruvannamalai,	District	Revenue	Officer,	

Tiruvannamalai,	 D.S.P.,	 Tiruvannamalai,	 Secretary	 to	 Government,	 Municipal	

Administration,	Water	 supply	 department	 and	 his	 nominees,	 the	 Commissioner,	 HR&CE,	
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Chennai,	 M.P.	 representing	 Tiruvannamalai	 constituency	 with	 an	 whose	 limits	 girivalam	

inner	 circle	 falls,	 M.L.A.	 representing	 Tiruvannamalai	 constituency,	 S.P.	 Tiruvannamalai,	

Project	 Officer,	 Director	 of	 town	 planning	 or	 his	 deputy	 as	 nominated	 by	 the	 Director,	

Director	 of	 Municipal	 Administration	 or	 his	 Deputy	 nominated,	 Joint	 Director	 of	 Public	

health	 and	 preventive	 Medicine,	 Tiruvannamalai,	 Supdt.	 Engr.	 P.W.D.,	 Divisional	 Engr.	

Highways	 Department,	 E.E.,	 Tiruvannamalai	 Arunachaleswarar	 Devasthanam,	 Chairman,	

Tiruvannamalai	 Municipality	 or	 his	 nominee,	 Presidents	 of	 all	 local	 panchayats	 within	

whose	jurisdiction	in	the	inner	girivalam	circle	falls	or	their	nominees,	the	representative	

of	 the	 following	 institutions.	 Kanchi	 Shankara	 Mutt,	 Ahobilam	Mutt,	 Srirangam,	 Ramana	

Maharshi	Ashram,	Yogi	Ram	Surat	Ashram,	Seshadri	Swamigal	Ashram,	Gowthama	Ashram,	

Melmaruvattur	 Adhiparasakthi	 Peetam,	 Superintendent	 of	 Archeological	 Survey	 of	 India,	

District	Forest	Officer,	Tiruvannamalai,	Panchayats	 thro’	 their	President,	E.E.,	Tamil	Nadu	

Housing	Board,	The	Executive	Engineer,	Agriculture	Engineering	Department,	The	Deputy	

Commissioner,	HR&CE,	Tiruvannamalai	Regional	Transport	Officer,	a	person	nominated	by	

the	Honourable	Minister	of	HR&CE	Department,	Chairman	of	Tiruvannamalai	District	Co-

op.	Bank,	President	and	Chairman	of	Tiruvannamalai	Lions	Club,	Rotary	Club,	president	of	

Tiruvannamalai	 Bar	 association	 or	 his	 nominee,	 District	 Health	 Officer,	 Tiruvannamalai,	

The	 Superintendent	 District	 Head	 quarters	 Hospital,	 Tiruvannamalai,	 Supdt.	 Engr,	 Tamil	

Nadu	Electrict	Board,	PRO,	Tiruvannamalai	district	and	three	prominent	public	men.		

5)	 E-Z	 —	 Executive	 Committee	 pass	 the	 entire	 administrations	 supervision	 control	

planning,	finance	implementation	and	all	activities	and	implementation	of	the	scheme	shall	

west	with	 the	execution	Committee	and	 the	Exe.	Committee	 shall	plan	 submit	 the	 report	

secure	 the	 approval	 of	 the	 general	 body	 carry	 out	 the	 same	 for	 the	 development	 and	

preservation	of	both	girivalam	inner	circle,	outer	circle.		

Clause	7:	General	restrictiction	on	construction	and	conditions	

1.	on	the	outer	side	of	the	girivalam	path	new	constructions	may	be	permitted	leaving	a	

open	space	of	15	feet	and	height	of	the	buildings	of	the	outside	of	the	girivalam	path	shall	

be	subjected	to	the	restriction	that	may	be	imposed	under	the	building	rules	which	are	in	

force.	No	building	shall	be	permitted	within	inner	circle	of	the	girivalam	path	exceeding	the	

height	 of	 21	 feet	 i.e	 construction	 shall	 not	 exceed	 21	 feet	 immediately	 aborting	 the	
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girivalam	path	and	any	construction	which	blocks	the	view	of	the	hill	of	a	person	of	normal	

height	of	5	feet	6	inches	from	the	middle	of	the	line	of	girivalam	path	or	whatever	height	

shall	not	be	permitted	 throughout	 the	entire	route	of	girivalam	path	 inside	 the	girivalam	

path.	As	far	as	possible	multi-storage	construction	shall	not	be	allowed	inside	the	circle.		

7	(2)	Any	area	falling	within	the	Municipal	Limits	as	well	as	Panchayat	limits	which	falls	

between	 the	hill	Arunachala	and	 the	girivalam	path	no	construction	exceeding	21	 feet	of	

height	shall	be	permitted	on	private	lands	or	in	patta	lands	owned	by	the	individuals	and	

any	 project	 or	 layouts	 shall	 be	 subject	 to	 such	 restrictions	 or	 housing	 constructions	 or	

development	 activities	 shall	 be	 subject	 to	 said	 restrictions	 and	 such	 restrictions	 also	

applies	to	construction	that	may	be	foot	up	by	the	State	or	Central	or	any	other	statutory	

body	or	organisations.		

7	 (3)	All	 existing	Ashrams,	 temples	 or	 choultry	 or	 shrines	mutts	 located	 in	 the	 either	

side	 of	 the	 girivalam	 path	 as	 well	 as	 inside	 the	 girivalam	 circle	 shall	 not	 only	 register	

themselves	with	the	executive	Committee	by	furnishing	particulars	and	details	as	required	

by	the	Executive	Committee	and	pay	fee	if	any	prescribe	and	they	shall	not	undertake	any	

new	 construction	 or	modify	 the	 existing	 structure	 or	 increase	 the	 height	 of	 the	 existing	

structure	 or	 the	 additional	 construction	 or	 whatever	 nature	 in	 violation	 of	 restrictions	

imposed.	 And	 they	 shall	 also	 apply	 to	 the	 Committee	 for	 permission	 or	 approval	 before	

putting	 up	 constructions	 or	 additions	 or	 alterations	 of	 whatever	 nature.	 Any	 new	

construction	or	 ashram	or	mutt	 or	 temple	 shall	 not	 exceed	 the	height	 of	 the	 restrictions	

already	imposed.	And	as	far	as	possible	they	shall	be	by	way	of	single	storage	construction	

or	structures.		

7(3a)	 Restrictions	 on	 Girivalam	 path:	 The	 width	 of	 the	 girivalam	 path	 shall	 as	 far	 as	

possible	be	maintain	not	less	than	100	feet	and	it	may	exceed	200	feet	with	10	feet	metal	

portion	on	either	side	and	the	remaining	centre	portion	covered	with	asphalt	or	concrete.	

No	 new	 construction	 or	 additions	 or	 alteration	 in	 the	 existing	 construction	 shall	 be	

permitted	on	the	either	side	of	the	girivalam	path	except	as	otherwise	provided	here	under.	

The	 local	bodies	namely	Tiruvannamalai	Municipality,	 the	panchayats	having	 jurisdiction	

over	 any	 portion	 of	 the	 girivalam	 path	 shall	 get	 the	 no	 objection	 certificate	 from	 the	

executive	Committee	before	sanctioning	any	building	plan	or	approving	any	building	plan	
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or	modification	or	alterations	in	respective	of	buildings	falling	within	the	respective	limits	

and	only	after	securing	such	no	objection	certificate	local	authority	shall	sanction	the	plan	

and	 such	 sanction	 shall	 be	 subject	 to	 other	 existing	 building	 rules	 or	 rules	 that	may	 be	

framed	 or	 amended	 from	 time	 to	 time	 under	 the	 statutory	 provisions	 of	 the	 District	

Municipality’s	Act	or	the	Tamil	Nadu	Panchayat	Acts	or	Town	and	Country	planning	Act,	or	

any	 other	 enactment	 of	 the	 state	 of	 Central	 Government	 which	 governs	 putting	 up	 of	

construction	 or	 reconstruction	 preparing	 a	 scheme	 preparing	 layouts	 and	 other	

development	activities	as	well.	

7(4)	 the	Tiruvannamalai	Municipality	 in	 consultation	with	 the	Committee	 shall	 fix	 the	

building	height	norms	 inside	 the	Municipal	 limits.	So	also	 the	Panchayats	with	respect	 to	

the	height	norms	and	also	see	that	the	heritage	act	or	the	rules	or	implemented	strictly	and	

the	temple	gopurams	are	seen	visibly	on	all	directions	and	angles.	So	also	the	hill	as	far	as	

possible.		

7(5)	Constructions	which	exist	on	the	foot	of	the	hill	on	patta	lands	if	authorized	and	if	

they	do	not	affect	the	natural	rain	or	erosion	of	soil	we	allow	to	continue	after	inspection	

and	 leaving	 it	 to	 the	 executive	Committee	 either	 to	 remove	or	permit.	 If	 they	have	 to	be	

evacuated	they	shall	be	provided	alternate	place	or	suitable	compensation	to	be	provided.	

All	unauthorised	constructions	will	have	to	be	removed	by	issuing	notice	and	police	shall	

render	assistance	that	may	be	required.	The	District	Collector	of	the	district	at	the	request	

of	the	Executive	Committee	allot	alternate	lands	which	are	available	disposal	of	the	state.		

7(6)	 The	 intervening	 space	 between	 the	 reserve	 forest	 and	 the	 giripradakshina	 path	

needs	 preservation.	 And	 therefore	 new	 construction	 shall	 not	 be	 allowed	 to	 impede	 the	

view	of	the	hill	and	mare	the	sanctity	of	the	place.	In	this	area	if	construction	are	already	in	

existence	 and	which	 are	 old	 they	 shall	 be	 allowed.	 However	 all	 those	 unauthorised	will	

have	 to	 be	 removed.	 In	 this	 area	 authorized	 constructions	 be	 allowed	 to	 height	 of	 6.6	

metres	from	the	ground	level	and	not	exceeding	two	floors.		

7(7)	 All	 pseudo	 temples	 which	 have	 mushroom	 on	 Poramboke	 lands	 without	 any	

authority	 solely	 intended	 as	 money	 spinning	 use	 playing	 upon	 the	 vulnerability	 on	 the	

pilgrims	need	immediate	demolition	and	can	be	no	scope	of	mercy.	Such	of	those	temples	
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which	 have	 partly	 authorized	 construction	 they	 have	 to	 get	 rid	 of	 the	 unauthorized	

portions.	 However	 the	 Committee	 which	 is	 expected	 to	 be	 constituted	 should	 have	 an	

opportunity	 to	 consider	 if	 those	unauthorized	extensions	 could	be	more	of	 an	advantage	

than	a	manes.	Without	abstracting	the	sanctity	or	the	heridity	of	the	girivalam	path	and	if	

the	opinion	is	positive	such	extensions	can	be	permitted	to	be	retain.		

7	 (8)	 the	 land	 be	 on	 the	 giripradakshina	 path	 also	 needs	 protection	 and	preservation	

and	 hence	 this	 area	 should	 be	 retain	 predominantly	 as	 farm	 lands	 in	 order	 to	 allow	 the	

surface	 run	 of	 to	 recharge	 springs	 and	 reservoirs.	 Farm	 houses	 will	 have	 be	 restricted	

themselves	 to	 a	maximum	area	of	3000	Sq.	metres	with	 the	plot	 coverage	not	 exceeding	

10%	and	 the	height	not	exceeding	5	metres.	There	can	be	only	one	 farm	house	perform.	

The	minimum	size	of	two	acres	the	farm	should	be	the	normal	rule.	

7	 (9)	 No	 other	 use	 including	 commercial	 activities	 whether	 permanent	 or	 transient	

should	be	permitted	inside	the	girivalam	circle.		

7	(10)	Forest	lands	and	agricultural	lands	on	the	girivalam	path	shall	not	be	allowed	to	

be	 converted	 to	 any	 other	 use	 and	 they	 shall	 be	 kept	 as	 such	 in	 case	 of	 necessity	 and	

respect	 of	 agricultural	 lands	 the	 Committee	may	 in	 its	 discussion	 allow	 conversion	 upto	

25%	but	subject	to	such	conditions	as	a	deem	spirit	and	necessary.	Traffic	management	on	

the	girivalam	path	should	also	include	noise	control	from	blaring	loud	speakers	in	erratic	

horning	of	the	vehicles.	The	giripradakshina	path	atleast	to	that	extent	which	does	not	pass	

through	 the	 town	 must	 be	 announced	 as	 silent	 zone	 followed	 it	 by	 strict	 enforcement	

measures.	 Constant	 removal	 of	 garbage	 in	 the	 town	 and	 in	 the	 girivalam	 path	 are	more	

frequently	 on	 festive	 days.	With	 effective	 supervision	will	 be	 the	minimum	 requirement.	

Silence	zones	must	also	be	announced	as	restricted	speak	limit	zones	under	the	study	at	the	

description	of	the	Committee	or	Project	officer	as	a	plan	prepared	for	development.		

7	(12)	on	the	four	roads	surrounding	the	temple	the	height	of	the	building	will	have	to	

be	restricted	to	6.6	metres	henceforth.	If	the	present	buildings	are	sort	to	be	renovated	or	

reconstructed.	This	rule	will	have	to	be	effectively	applied.	Beyond	the	all	four	mada	streets	

the	nine	metre	height	limit	can	continue	to	apply.	Except	along	the	eastern	slope	of	the	hill	

and	 the	 giripradakshina	 path.	 In	 the	 new	 developmental	 area	 outside	 girivalam	 path	 15	
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metre	 high	 buildings	 can	 be	 permitted	 subject	 to	 all	 that	 we	 have	 provided	 in	 other	

paragraphs.		

7	(13)	Constructions	of	any	nature	aborting	the	Arunachala	temple	walls	and	the	public	

toilets	similarly	situated	and	the	ones	in	side	the	said	temples	will	have	to	be	immediately	

removed	without	a	second	thought.		

7	(14)	On	the	Eastern	slope	of	the	Arunachala	hill	in	ward	No.	3	Block	no.1	TS.No.10	an	

extend	 of	 574.	 33	 acres	 of	 land	 is	 government	 poramboke	 land	 which	 has	 the	 subject	

matters	of	 the	suit	overs	number	63	of	1936	on	 the	 file	of	 the	Subcourt	Vellore.	And	 the	

construction	so	far	put	up	shall	not	be	allowed	to	be	altered	or	no	additional	structure	shall	

be	 allowed	 by	 the	 temple	 or	 by	 any	 other	 authorities	 and	 the	 remaining	 portion	 of	 the	

waking	 land	 shall	 be	 entrusted	 to	 the	 Committee	 for	 being	 administered	 subject	 to	 the	

payment	of	such	fees	as	may	be	fixed	from		time	to	time	by	the	Committees.		

7	 (15)	 Temples	 of	 recent	 origin	 shall	 be	 under	 the	 control	 and	 supervision	 of	 the	

Committee	and	the	religious	worship	of	those	temples	of	recent	origin	alone	be	allowed	to	

be	 carry	 on	 and	 no	 additional	 construction	 or	 	 new	 construction	 or	 no	 temple	 shall	 be	

permitted	 to	 be	 put	 up	 inside	 the	 girivalam	 path	 except	 with	 the	 permission	 of	 the	

Committee.	

8.	Survey	and	records	and	removal	of	encroachments:		

8	(1)	The	Executive	Committee	shall	with	the	assistance	of	the	district	surveyor	resurvey	

the	 girivalam	 entire	 hill	 and	 the	 surrounding	 area	 falling	 within	 the	 girivalam	 path	

including	forest	lands	identify	the	encroachments	of	recent	origin	issue	notices	and	remove	

the	 encroachments	 through	 the	 local	 Tahsildar	 or	 Revenue	 Division	 officer	 who	 on	 the	

request	of	the	Project	officer	shall	remove	the	encroachments	wherever	the	encroachment	

is	 of	 recent	 origin.	 That	 is	 not	 exceeding	12	 years	 and	 in	 respect	 of	 other	 encroachment	

which	is	more	than	12	years	the	District	Collector	shall	take	suitable	action	to	remove	the	

encroachments.	

8	 (2)	 In	 a	 remaining	 portion	 of	 the	 vacant	 land	 inside	 the	 girivalam	 circle	 only	

agricultrual	operations	or	articultural	operations	shall	be	allowed	to	be	carried	on	and	no	

fact	 factory	 or	 industry	 or	 other	 commercial	 activities	 leading	 to	 protection	 for	
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manufacture	 involving	 chemical	 or	mechanical	 or	 electrical	 process	whatsoever	 shall	 be	

allowed	to	be	carry	out	inside	the	girivalam	path	to	a	circle.	

8	 (3)	 the	 Committee	 shall	 survey	 the	 existing	 super	 structures	 record	 all	 the	 super	

structures	by	taking	videographs	and	also	all	see	the	existing	structure	not	being	altered	or	

modified	 but	 kept	 intact	 in	 the	 same	 position	 as	 it	 exist	 on	 the	 date	 of	 the	 order	 and	

maintain	permanent	records	of	measurements	videographs	and	registers.		

Collection	of	fees		

9(1)	the	Committee	shall	have	the	part	or	levy	and	collect	fees	on	festival	days	namely	

full	moon	and	other	auspicious	occasions,	and	not	less	than	thousand	number	of	pilgrims	

go	around	the	hill	on	clockwise	direction	by	putting	up	such	provisions	and	one	centre	for	

collecting	fees	at	the	entry	point.	The	collecting	fees	not	less	than	Rs.5/-	per	head	and	not	

exceeding	Rs.10/-	per	head	from	all	the	adult	male	or	female	as	a	case	may	be	and	shall	also	

provide	 for	 collection	 counters	 at	 the	 convenient	 place	 just	 immediately	 outside	 the	

Tiruvannamalai	Municipal	 limits	and	also	provide	 fence	 in	 this	respect	as	well	as	scheme	

complex	for	collection	of	tickets	or	issue	of	token	or	such	other	provisions	on	payments	of	

fees	as	noted	on	 them	 for	one	 to	 complete	 clockwise	 round	of	 giripradakshina	path.	The	

Committee	shall	restrict	or	regulate	all	vehicles	such	as	four	wheelers	or	two	wheelers	on	

all	 giripradakshina	 days	 excepting	 ambulance,	 police	 vehicles	 or	 other	 vehicles.	 The	

Committee	while	regulating	the	movement	of	the	vehicles	shall	be	entitled	to	levy	such	fee	

as	a	things	fit	for	such	use	on	such	occasions.	

9(2)	 Every	 resident/villager	who	 are	 having	 residents	 on	 either	 side	 of	 the	 girivalam	

road	 shall	 be	 exempted	 from	 such	 payment	 of	 fees	 on	 production	 of	 pass	 identification	

certificate	issued	in	this	respect	from	the	local	circle/area	office.	The	executive	Committee	

is	at	liberty	to	accept	the	donations	allows	sponsors	execute	any	portion	of	project	on	such	

term	and	conditions	as	it	deems	fit.		

9	(3)	The	Committee	shall	prohibit	to	the	user	of	the	entire	stretch	of	girivalam	path	on	

all	full	moon	days	and	other	days	notified	by	it	and	prohibit	user	of	the	said	roads	by	motor	

vehicles	or	other	vehicles	as	 the	 case	may	be	except	 its	own	vehicle	and	others	with	 the	
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special	 permission	 and	 on	 payment	 of	 not	 exceeding	 Rs.200/-	 as	 fees	 to	 meet	 the	

emergency.	

9	(4)	the	Committee	shall	provide	not	only	first	aid	facilities	but	also	have	the	assistance	

of	two	doctors	at	not	less	than	three	places	on	all	full	moon	days	besides	avail	the	service	of	

voluntary	 organisations	 in	 this	 respect	 to	 provide	 necessary	 medical	 facilities	 on	 all	

important	 festive	 days	 when	 pilgrim	 undertake	 girivalam	 besides	 allow	 volunteer	

organisations	or	sponsors	provide	such	facilities	but	subject	to	its	control	and	supervision	

and	on	such	terms	as	deems	fit.	

9	 (5)	 the	Committee	 shall	 also	 be	had	 a	 liberty	 to	 keep	 and	maintain	 such	number	 of	

ambulances	 on	 such	 advantages	 positions	 or	 meeting	 the	 emergencies	 demand	 and	

whenever	situations	warrant	and	respect	of	the	pilgrims	or	other	villagers	enroute	to	the	

girivalam	 besides	 permit	 voluntary	 organisations	 to	 provide	 ambulances	 or	 accept	

donations	 of	 vehicle	 from	 ambulance	 subject	 to	 term	 to	 stipulated	 by	 it	 and	 the	 said	

organisations	 maintaining	 the	 vehicle	 and	 placing	 the	 vehicle	 at	 the	 disposal	 of	 the	

executive	Committee	for	its	users.		

9	(6)	the	Committee	also	allow	telephone	department	to	have	such	number	of	telephone	

booths	 enroute	 the	 girivalam	 either	 run	 or	 establish	 by	 telephone	 department	 or	 their	

agencies	or	the	licensee	subject	to	payment	a	fee	or	 levy	and	fix	the	fee	prescribed	in	the	

respect	for	the	accommodation	that	may	be	provided	if	any.		

9	(7)	The	Committee	shall	be	at	liberty	to	permit	hoarding	and	advertisement	boards	on	

the	girivalam	path	with	educational	religious	health	environment	preservation	motives	and	

subject	to	payment	of	fees	and	such	rate	or	conditions	as	its	stipulates	and	deems	fit.		

9	(8)	the	executive	Committee	shall	be	at	liberty	to	allows	sponsorship	programmes	in	

this	project	by	voluntary	organisations	or	private	company	but	subject	 to	 its	 control	and	

terms	stipulated	by	it.	

9	(9)	the	Committee	may	accept	donations	or	encourage	donor	scheme	or	sponsorship	

to	carry	out	or	execute	necessary	project	work	either	in	part	or	whole	or	section	including	

maintenance	of	caves,	tanks,	roads	on	such	terms	and	conditions	in	deems	fit.	
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9	(10)	the	Committee	shall	educate	the	public	with	respect	to	the	user	of	the	girivalam	

path	by	putting	up	boards	hoarding	as	the	case	may	be.	The	Committee	may	put	up	such	

tress	 sheds	 or	 huts	 accommodation	 for	 the	 benefit	 of	 the	 pilgrims	who	 undertake	 to	 go	

around	the	girivalam	path	at	the	suitable	and	the	advantages	places	as	a	selects	and	deems	

fit	and	shall	be	entitled	to	collect	fees	for	such	user	and	control	though	sheds	and	buildings.	

9	(11)	the	Executive	Committee	shall	provide	parking	lots	on	such	it	chooses	maintain	a	

regular	user	besides	levy	fee	for	user.	At	the	same	time	regulate	user	of	vehicle	on	normal	

days	subject	to	such	restrictions	and	levy	of	such	fee	as	it	things	fit	for	all	automobiles	as	

such	raise	at	it	deems	fit.			

9	 (12)	 Emanities:	 the	 Committee	 shall	 intimate	 to	 the	 District	 Health	 Officer,	 the	

Municipal	Health	Officer,	Municipal	Commisioner,	 appointed	executive	officers	 appointed	

Presidents	 and	 executives	 of	 all	 local	 bodies	 to	 provide	 necessary	 routine	 facilities	 that	

have	been	provided	by	the	Municipality	 local	bodies	within	their	 jurisdiction	during	such	

festival	 season	and	said	authorities	 including	district	Health	officer	 shall	make	necessary	

arrangements.	

9	 (13)	 the	 District	 Superintendent	 of	 Police	 on	 the	 request	 of	 the	 communal	 provide	

necessary	 Police	 Panthopasth	 and	 arrangement	 throughout	 the	 girivalam	 path	 and	 also	

force	 such	 number	 of	 police	 persons	 as	 the	 Superintendent	 of	 Police	 may	 decide	 in	

consultation	 with	 the	 Committee	 or	 the	 Project	 Officer	 on	 all	 days	 when	 the	 pilgrims	

undertake	girivalam.	The	Committee	also	shall	provide	electrical	drinking	water	facility	to	

other	caves	or	shrines	or	temples	which	are	located	within	inside	the	girivalam	path	as	well	

as	the	Ashta	Lingam	temples	which	also	be	under	the	control	of	the	executive	Committee.	

Developments	

10	(1)	the	executive	Committee	shall	take	such	steps	to	extend	the	girivalam	path	to	the	

maximum	limit	already	indicated	cover	with	asphalt	or	concrete	or	metal	besides	 leaving	

ten	 feet	platform	on	either	side	covered	with	Rex	soil	or	gravel	or	 lay	 tiles	or	such	other	

materials	to	facilitate	the	pilgrims	walk	conveniently	under	donor	programmes	as	the	case	

may	be	and	also	conduct	platforms	rain	water	drains,	and	all	necessary	provisions	made	

for	free	flow	of	men	and	vehicles	throughout	the	year.	The	P.W.D.	as	well	as	the	H.D.	under	
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shall	render	all	assitance	for	the	purpose	of	control.	The	highways	or	rural	roads	which	fall	

within	the	girivalam	path	shall	be	under	the	control	of	the	Committee	and	the	said	public	

works	department,	Highways	or	rural	roads	in	Tiruvannamalai	division,	panchayat	Union	

or	 Panchayat	Municipality	 shall	 execute	 the	 necessary	works	 as	may	 be	 required	 by	 the	

Committee	on	the	portion	of	the	Highways	or	rural	roads	falling	within	the	girivalam	path	

and	 shall	 subject	 shall	 maintain	 the	 roads	 provide	 necessary	 infra	 structure	 construct	

culverts	bridges	rain	water	drains	head	rids	platforms	on	either	side	of	the	girivalam	path	

falling	 within	 the	 respective	 limits	 as	 required	 by	 the	 Executive	 Committee	 or	 Project	

officer	or	Engineer	from	time	to	time	and	the	cost	of	state.	In	this	respect	the	co-ordination	

Committee	 consisting	 the	 Senior	 Engineer/Divisional	 Engineer	 of	 the	 P.W.D.	 H.D.	 Rural	

works	 and	 Executive	 Committee	 representatives.	 We	 constituted	 for	 advice	 and	

implementation	of	the	project.	

10	(2)	The	executive	Committee	shall	appoint	one	or	more	expert	Committee	for	survey	

and	 for	 prepare	 a	master	 plan	 or	 area	 plan	which	 plan	 subject	 to	 approval	 of	 executive	

Committee	 shall	 implemented	 with	 such	 modifications.	 The	 executive	 Committee	 shall	

provide	the	electrical	lighting	facility	on	either	side	of	the	girivalam	path	and	also	provide	

drinking	water	facilities	on	all	days	and	in	particular	on	full	moon	days	and	other	festival	

days	and	shall	provide	the	drinking	water	facility	as	such	points	or	locations	as	considered	

suitable	or	required.	The	Committee	shall	provide	and	maintain	necessary	bath	rooms	and	

toilet	facilities	as	such	point	selected	by	it	and	such	locations	shall	be	at	the	description	of	

the	Committee.	The	Committee	shall	provide	shelters	or	sheds	for	the	pilgrims	and	also	put	

up	necessity	super	structures	or	shops	and	other	provisions	on	such	places	which	are	think	

and	 shall	 grant	 allow	 license	 to	 those	 shops	 only	 to	 provide	 audogatre	 the	 names	 of	

pilgrims	 besides	 for	 spiritual	 or	moral	 benefits	 and	 it	 shall	 not	 allow	 sale	 of	 prohibited	

items	like	liquor,	etc.,	and	shall	not	allow	any	one	to	use	its	properties	as	places	of	vices.	

10	 (3)	 within	 the	 municipal	 limits	 the	 executive	 Committee	 shall	 remove	 all	 the	

encroachments	 or	 overhanging	 on	 the	 girivalam	 path	 and	 no	 constructions	 shall	 be	

permitted	 on	 the	 girivalam	path	 and	no	 encroachments	 shall	 be	 allowed	 to	 be	provided.	

The	 Municipality	 or	 Electricity	 board	 or	 Water	 supply	 department	 shall	 in	 consultation	

with	the	Committee	execute	any	work	on	or	across	the	girivalam	path	falling	within	their	



Establishing	Arunachala	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	
	

NOT	FOR	PUBLIC	DISTRIBUTION	 	 Page	66	

limits	when	 as	 far	 as	 possible	without	 interfering	 or	 absturcting	 the	 girivalam	path.	 The	

Committee	shall	plan	such	number	of	revenue	trees	as	may	be	required	for	providing	shade	

to	 the	 pilgrims	 on	 the	 girivalam	path.	 An	 also	 undertake	 afforestation	 in	 the	 area	 falling	

wherever	 vacant	 lands	 are	 lying	 and	 encourage	 private	 patta	 owners	 to	 trees	 providing	

them	subsidies	inside	the	girivalam	circle.	

10	 (4)	 the	Committee	 shall	 renovate	 all	 the	 tanks	 identified	 and	which	 fall	within	 the	

girivalam	 path	 and	 see	 that	 the	 tanks	 springs	 and	 other	 source	 of	 drinking	 water	 are	

renovated	 or	 reconstructed	 or	 cleaned	 maintained	 properly	 and	 their	 control.	 The	

Committee	shall	provide	access	road	to	various	temples	caves	located	inside	the	girivalam	

path	 in	 Arunachala	 hill	 area	 and	 also	 contribute	 the	 funds	 for	 the	 development.	

Preservation	 of	 the	 temples,	 tanks,	 lingas.	 The	 Committee	 shall	 not	 allow	 any	 new	

construction	inside	girivalam	circle	or	hill	Arunachala	for	any	purpose	unless	it	is	essential	

for	the	developmental	work	of	the	project	or	connected	work.	

10	 (5)	all	 lands	either	patta	or	government	or	whatsoever	 falling	within	 the	girivalam	

path	believe	 the	 girivalam	path	 and	hill	 and	 lying	vacant	 as	of	date	 shall	 be	only	use	 for	

agriculture	 or	 articultural	 and	 no	 new	no	 layouts	 shall	 be	 sanctioned	 for	 putting	 up	 any	

new	 construction	 whatsoever.	 The	 Committee	 shall	 be	 at	 liberty	 to	 negotiate	 when	

purchase	the	lands	for	the	development	of	road	or	projects	for	the	purpose	of	the	scheme	

and	to	achieve	his	object	as	the	case	may	be.	

10	 (6)	 the	 Committee	 shall	 maintain	 the	 roads	 culverts	 bridges	 rain	 water	 drains	

electrical	and	water	supply	lines	etc.,	as	such	expenses	wherever	deems	fit	shall	not	allow	

any	 one	 to	 occupy	 upon	 or	 any	 portion	 of	 the	 entire	 girivalam	 path	 or	 hill	 area	 or	

intervening	 space	 except	 for	 the	benefit	 in	purpose	of	 the	pilgrims.	The	Committee	 shall	

construct	and	establish	research	institute	and	laboratory	for	the	benefit	of	the	pilgrims	and	

for	the	undertaking	research	work	on	the	Tiruvannamalai	and	adjacent	temples	and	area	

connected	there	with	and	for	the	development	and	planning	activities.	

10	(7)	the	Committee	shall	also	provide	on	maintain	public	system	on	festival	days	and	

on	 days	 when	 pilgrim	 undertake	 girivalam	 for	 announcement	 and	 play	 such	 true	

devotional	songs	or	other	programs	for	the	benefit	of	the	pilgrims	without	affecting	normal	
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life	 of	 residents	 in	 the	 locality	 for	 limited	 hours	 and	 also	 conduct	 programs	 or	 lectures	

connected	with	Tiruvannamalai	temple	and	the	pilgrims	as	well	as	encourage	bhajans	for	

the	 benefit	 of	 the	 devotees	 who	 go	 around	 the	 hill	 besides	 allowing	 such	 sponsorship	

programs.		

10	 (8)	 the	 District	 Collector	 of	 Tiruvannamalai	 district	 shall	 provide	 necessary	 office	

accommodation	 for	 the	 Project	 officer	 as	 well	 as	 circle/area	 Committees	 to	 function	 at	

Head	quarter	at	Tiruvannamalai	on	the	local	authorities	namely	the	Municipality	as	well	as	

the	Panchayat	shall	provide	accommodation	for	the	circle/area	office	to	be	 located	at	 the	

description	of	the	executive	Committee	and	the	District	Collector	shall	arrange	for	the	same	

till	permanent	arrangements	are	made.	

10	 (9)	 the	Committee	has	part	 to	 appoint	 such	 staff	 as	may	be	 required	 from	 time	 to	

time.	With	all	parts	to	take	disciplinary	action	and	imposed	them	penalty	and	also	remove	

them	or	dismiss	them	or	place	them	under	suspension	as	circumstances	may	warrant	and	

the	Committee	may	frame	such	regulations	or	rules	in	this	respect.		

10	 (10)	 the	 state	 govt.	 as	 well	 as	 the	 central	 govt.	 while	 undertaking	 any	 form	 or	

national	ways	 or	 other	ways	 or	 straight	 highways	 shall	 consult	 the	 Committee	 and	 shall	

take	 in	 to	 consideration	of	 the	 interest	 of	 the	 girivalam	path	 and	 also	make	provision	of	

exclusive	 user	 of	 pilgrims	 or	 such	 provisions	 wherever	 required	 for	 the	 persons	 who	

undertake	 girivalam	 by	 making	 such	 provisions	 if	 the	 national	 highway	 or	 other	 state	

highway	 interferes	 or	 cuts	 across	 the	 girivalam	 on	 any	 portion	 of	 the	 girivalam	 or	 the	

municipality	or	the	local	bodies	as	the	case	may	be.	

10	(11)	the	Committee	shall	maintain	all	the	temples	on	either	side	of	the	girivalam	path	

as	 well	 as	 the	 temples	 or	 caves	 or	 mutts	 or	 place	 of	 religious	 importance	 inside	 the	

girivalam	 path	 on	 all	 the	 sides	 of	 the	 Annamalai	 temple	 and	 also	 provide	 necessary	

assistance	for	the	maintenance	of	those	places	can	prefer	the	sanctity	will	recognising	the	

sanctity	in	also	render	in	all	assistance	including	assistance	as	to	management	supervisory	

control	in	performance	of	pujas	or	cuttalais	or	other	activities.	But	they	shall	not	interfere	

with	the	right	to	worship	in	any	one	of	the	institutions	as	the	case	may	be	or	the	ashrams	or	

the	religious	which	any	one	practice	within	the	area.	
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10	 (12)	 in	 case	 of	 the	 Committee	 requiring	 additional	 land	 for	 its	 purpose	 they	may	

negotiate	with	the	pattadars	or	owner’s	of	private	lands	or	they	are	at	liberty	to	acquire	the	

same	 addressing	 the	 state	 government	 through	 the	 District	 Collector	 and	 the	 equitation	

shall	be	deemed	to	be	for	public	purpose.			

10	 (13)	 the	Committee	shall	provide	manage	control	and	arrange	 for	necessary	 traffic	

arrangements	on	all	 regular	days	 throughout	 the	girivalam	path	 in	 consultation	with	 the	

local	police	as	well	as	the	S.P.	and	town	planning	authorities.	

10	 (14)	 The	 Committee	 also	 shall	 better	 hour	 required	 by	 the	 central	 or	 state	

government	 as	 well	 as	 district	 authorities	 shall	 render	 its	 necessary	 assistance	 for	

implementation	of	 the	heritage	 town	and	 the	project	 if	 any	has	may	be	advised	with	 the	

said	authorities	from	time	to	time.		

10	(15)	The	Executive	committee	shall	extend	co-operation	 to	Archeological	Survey	of	

India	 in	maintaining	the	notified	monuments	 in	the	 interest	of	monuments	and	wherever	

Archeological	 Survey	 of	 India	 is	 concern	 the	 said	 authorities	 shall	 be	 consulted	 an	

Archeolgocial	survey	of	India	shall	render	all	assistance.	

10	(16)	The	Municipality	and	it	is	within	whose	limits	the	g.v.	path	and	the	activities	of	

the	Committee	is	being	carried	out	shall	contribute	proportionate	funds	from	the	revenue	

income	as	substantial	portion	of	the	girivalam	path	is	being	maintain	by	the	Committee	and	

the	 contribution	 shall	 be	 astricks	 by	 the	 Committee.	 The	 state	 govt.	 also	 shall	 provide	

necessary	 funds	 of	 the	 request	 of	 the	 Committee	 for	 developmental	 activities	 or	 annual	

groan	or	such	intuals	as	it	resolves	till	funds	are	generated	by	it	as	the	case	may	be	on	the	

estimate	 prepared	 and	 approved	 by	 the	 Committee	 from	 time	 to	 time.	 The	 highways	 in	

public	works	department	also	shall	contribute	funds	allocated	for	the	road	development	or	

other	 development	 in	 respect	 of	 	 the	 g.v.path	 are	 its	 portions	 at	 the	 request	 of	 the	

Committee’s.	The	said	highways	and	p.w.d’s	shall	executes	such	works	without	fail.	

10	(17)	The	forest	dept.	shall	undertake	afforestation	projects	and	also	encourage	planting	

trees	 within	 the	 circle	 of	 giripradakshina	 and	 an	 all	 directions	 of	 the	 hill.	 The	 forest	

department,	revenue	authorities	and	entire	district	admn.	Shall	arrange	necessary	program	

for	 afforestation	 and	 also	 constitute	 a	 separate	 force	 to	 safe-guard	 reserve	 forest	 and	
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prohibit	 felling	 of	 all	 trees.	 No	 felling	 shall	 be	 permitted	 except	 with	 the	 Committee’s	

approval	which	includes	wind	fallen	trees	as	well.		

10	 (18)	 since	 there	 is	 a	 strong	 relationship	between	 the	hill	 and	 the	water	 conservation	

structures	at	 its	base	apart	from	banning	or	restricting	construction	activity	conservation	

of	structures	at	the	base	of	the	hill	and	the	ring	of	reservoirs	farther	away	will	have	to	be	

protected	effectively	to	manage	devleop	and	preserve	water	resources.		

10	 (19)	 the	 old	 and	 existing	 starm	 water	 drainage	 system	 should	 be	 reconstructed	 or	

revived	to	ensure	that	water	flows	into	the	old	tanks	in	the	area	as	well	as	in	the	town	and	

the	 are	 not	 interfered	with	 it.	 tanks	 and	 ponds	 on	 and	 around	 the	 hill	 and	 in	 the	 town	

should	be	revived	should	start	reconstructed	or	properly	maintain	and	protected.		

10	(20)	the	other	immediate	requirement	would	be	the	formation	of	an	outer	by-pass	ring	

road,	 commencing	 beyond	 the	 Tindivanam	 Tiruvannamalai	 road	 terminating	 a	 few	

kilometres	away	from	the	byfercation	of	the	g.v.path	on	Chengam	Road.	This	formation	will	

reduce	the	density	of	traffic	inside	the	town	and	add	to	the	condusiveness	of	all.	Necessary	

fly	overs	or	subways	will	have	to	be	provided	wherever	the	railway	crossings	present	exist	

so	that	developmental	activities	will	get	spread	over	to	other	areas	keeping	the	traditional	

of	Tiruvannamalai	intact	for	preservation	of	his	heritage	and	sanctity.		

10	(21)	dissemination	of	 information	to	the	public	on	the	need	of	preservation	of	the	hill	

and	 the	 complete	 areas	 surrounding	 it	 as	 heritage	 sites	 will	 be	 one	 of	 the	 essential	

requirement.	 This	 communication	 can	 be	 thro’	 media	 as	 well	 thro’	 distribution	 of	

pamphlets	and	important	revenues	and	the	Committee	shall	constitute	sub-Committees	for	

implementation	with	the	experts	and	concern	topics	and	specialists	with	knowledge.	

10	 (22)	 all	 the	public	 convenience	 or	 other	 facilities	 provided	by	 the	Municipality	 so	 far	

falling	with	 the	project	area	shall	be	placed	at	 the	disposal	of	 the	Committee	which	shall	

take	over	the	same	and	manage	as	well	as	maintain	those	facilities	for	the	convenience	of	

the	 public	 and	 in	 particular	 to	 pilgrims	 and	 whatever	 remains	 incomplete	 shall	 be	

completed	by	 the	Municipality.	 In	 respect	of	 those	 toilets,	bathrooms,	 shelters	within	 the	

Municipal	limits	on	either	side	of	the	g.v.	path	and	shall	be	handed	over	to	the	Committee.	
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10	(23)	the	Committee	shall	be	at	liberty	to	employ	or	engage	sufficient	number	of	sanitary	

workers	or	other	supervisors	or	staff	to	maintain	the	g.v.	path	and	whenever	it	is	essential	

the	 local	 authority	 such	 as	 the	Municipality,	 Panchayats	 and	 the	 health	 authorities	 shall	

lend	or	make	such	number	of	sanitary	and	other	staff	available	for	the	maintenance	of	the	

entire	stretch	of	the	road	public	conveniences	water	tanks	electrical	fittings	throughout	g.v.	

path	is	special	care	to	the	cleanliness	for	the	public	convenience.			

10	(24)	the	state	govt.	on	the	request	of	the	Committee	shall	pay	the	amounts	payable	to	

the	local	bodies	and	respect	to	the	collection	made	out	of	the	stamp	fee,	entertainment	fee	

or	other	road	tax	and	after	deducting	the	amounts	as	demanded	the	remaining	amount	may	

be	 sanctioned	 to	 the	 local	 bodies.	 The	 heritage	 place	 as	 notified	 and	 monuments	 of	

Arunachala	 importance	 will	 be	 maintained	 by	 the	 Committee	 and	 the	 Committee	 shall	

provide	necessary	access	to	those	places	at	his	expense.		

10	(25)	the	Committee	shall	maintain	the	existing	temples	thirthams	tanks	springs	lingams	

shrines	mutts	or	charitable	institutions	as	provided	in	an	annexure	f		

10	 (26)	 we	 also	 authorise	 a	 Committee	 to	 frame	 such	 by	 laws	 of	 supplementary	 rules	

relating	to	the	preparation	of	estimates	budgets	service	rules	or	other	subsidiary	rules	as	

may	be	required	for	the	implementation	of	the	project.	The	said	rules	shall	be	placed	before	

the	general	body	for	its	approval	and	also	emend	or	alter	the	same	as	and	when	required.	

In	case	of	emergency	the	Committee	may	frame	or	 introduce	such	rule	or	amend	and	the	

same	shall	be	give	effect	to	the	subject	to	the	approval	of	the	general	body.	The	Committee	

with	 the	 approval	 of	 the	 general	 body	 shall	 frame	 rules	 business	 rules	 and	 other	 rules	

required	 for	 the	 implementation	 of	 the	 project	 or	 guidelines	 as	 the	 Committee	 decides	

deems	fit.		

10	(27)	Improvements:	the	exe.	Committee	shall	prepare	a	master	plan	for	the	areas	falling	

within	 girivalam	 inner	 circle	 and	 outer	 circle	 and	 it	 shall	 be	 a	 long	 range	 plan	with	 the	

object	of	 improving	the	said	areas	and	shall	also	forward	the	same	to	the	state	govt.	with	

necessary	request	to	execute	the	same.	if	the	project	work	falls	outside	the	preview	of	the	

scheme		
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10	(28)	Contract	and	 tenders:	all	 contracts	 tenders	shall	be	entered	with	 the	approval	of	

the	exe.	Committee	and	it	shall	be	executed	by	the	project	officer.	Till	subsidiary	rules	or	by	

laws	 or	 frame	 the	 tender	 or	 purchase	 procedure	 as	 followed	 by	 the	 state	 govt.	with	 the	

respect	 to	 execution	 the	 work	 for	 purchase	 of	 stationery	 shall	 be	 followed	 by	 the	

Committee.		

10	(29)	All	purposes	of	implementation	of	the	scheme	as	well	as	execution	of	the	projects	

maintenance	 raising	 of	 finance	 the	 same	 shall	 be	 treated	 as	 if	 it	 is	 being	 confirmed	 for	

executed	with	the	state	authorities	as	a	local	authority.		

10	(30)	Bank	Account:	the	exe.	Committee	may	operate	bank	accounts	jointly	by	two	of	his	

officers	as	it	may	resolves	from	time	to	time.	

10	 (31)	 Seal:	 The	 executive	 Committee	 may	 prescribe	 a	 seal	 and	 monograme	 for	 the	

purposes	of	its	scheme.	

10	 (32)	 Annual	 Budget	 and	 estimate:	 for	 financial	 sanction	 approval	 and	 expenditure	

shall	be	 incurred	with	the	approval	of	 the	exe.	Committee	and	annual	budget	or	estimate	

shall	be	approved	by	the	general	body.	
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“Final	T.V.Malai	&	Surroundings.doc”	

	

THIRUVANNAMALAI	AND	ITS	SURROUNDINGS	A	GEOLOGICAL	PARADISE:	A	

PLEA	FOR	PRESERVATION	AS	A	NATIONAL	HERITAGE	SITE	

	

PREAMBLE:	

British	 historian	 and	 essayist	 Thomas	 Carlyle	 stated	 that	 all	 Scientists	 are	 to	 some	 extent	

historians.	This	generalisation	is	particularly	true	for	earth	scientists	and	astronomers.	By	means	of	

light	rays	 from	stars,	millions	 to	billions	of	years	 in	 transit	or	by	minute	quantities	of	radioactive	

isotope	with	a	half	life	of	millions	of	years,	our	understanding	of	the	loss	governing	the	behaviour	of	

galaxies,	 stars	and	solar	 system	as	 improved	 tremendously.	The	objects	of	our	 study	are	by	 their	

very	 nature	 evolving,	 at	 times	 violently,	 and	 the	 challenge	 to	 the	 historians	 of	 objects	 is	 to	 sift	

through	the	residue	of	past	events	within	our	observational	and	intellectual	grasp	and	to	distill	the	

most	 important	 themes.	 Although	 the	 physical	world	 is	 known	 to	 exhibit	 stochoistic	and	chaotic	

behaviour,	there	is	nonetheless	an	overpervading	optimism	among	earth	and	space	scientists	that	

common	physical	and	chemical	laws	understand	all	phenomena	and	that	these	laws	provide	a	basis	

for	 hypothesis	 formulation,	 quantitative	 prediction	 and	 rejection	 of	 false	 hypotheses.	 While	 the	

histories	we	write	 are	 always	 near	 perfect,	 there	 is	 a	 shared	 belief/method	 that	 binds	 all	 of	 our	

efforts.	

	

OUR	GALAXY:	

Our	galaxy	was	thought	to	be	the	entire	universe	until	discoveries	in	the	1920’s.	Today	we	know	

it	is	only	one	of	billions	of	galaxies.	It	is	a	gravitationally	bound,	rotating	congregation	of	hundreds	

of	 brilliant	 stars.	 The	 central	 bulge	 glows	 with	 the	 light	 of	 older	 redder	 stars.	 Globular	 clusters	

contain	the	Galaxy’s	oldest	stars	—	estimated	at	10	to	15	billion	years,	Gas	and	dust	condensing	in	

the	spiral	arms	are	even	now	forming	new	stars.	In	one	arm,	our	sun	circles	the	galaxy	center	once	

every	230	million	years,	travelling	at	220	km/	sec.	New	evidence	suggests	the	disk	is	enveloped	by	

a	large	halo	of	very	old	stars	and	dark,	unseen	matter.	The	age	of	the	universe	is	estimated	to	be	15	

billion	years.	
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PLANET	EARTH	

A	vast	cloud	of	gas	and	dust	collapses	some	4.6	billion	years	ago.	Compression	spawns	a	star	in	

the	 hub	 of	 the	 rotating	 disc	 shaped	mass,	 and	 our	 sun’s	 thermonuclear	 furnace	 fires-up.	 Various	

materials	condense	from	the	cooling	disc,	collide	and	coalesce	to	form	the	planets,	moons,	comets,	

asteroids,	meteorites,	dust	and	gas	and	a	central	star	—	the	sun	—	around	which	all	these	revolve.	

The	fact	that	most	of	this	material	circles	the	sun	in	the	same	direction,	mostly	rotating	in	the	same	

direction	and	almost	on	the	same	plane,	leaves	little	doubt	that it	nearly	all	formed	simultaneously.	

Different	 parts	 of	 the	 solar	 system	 should	 therefore	 have	 similar	 ages,	 the	 oldest	 Moon	 rocks	

measured	have	been	dated	4550	million	years;	and	the	age	of	the	Earth’s	crust	has	been	calculated	

as	4550	million	years.	The	events	that	occured	during	the	first	billions	years	of	Earth’s	history	are	

as	follows:	

	

Years	before	 Time	from	year	 Event	

45,66,000,000	 0	 Early	condensation	of	refractory	material	

45,65,000,000	 1,000,000	 Formation	of	Planetismals	

45,55,000,000	 11,000,000	 Igneous	activity	in	planetismals	

4,500,000,000	 66,000,000	 Moon	formed	

4,450,000,000	 116,000,000	 Core	Segregation	;	atmosphere	“exhailing”	

4,430,000,000	 136,000,000	 Final	accretion	of	Earth	

3,800,000,000	 7,66,000,000	 Oldest	known	rocks-earliest	life?	

3,500,000,000	 1,066,000,000	 Oldest	known	fossils.	

	

SOUTHERN	PENINSULAR	SHIELD	WITH	SPECIAL	EMPHASIS	ON	THIRUVANNAMALAI	

 In 1893, Sir Thomas Holland first described a group of hypersthene ( a pyroxene group of minerals) 

bearing rocks which he termed as charnockite from St. Thomas Mount — Pallavaram area in Madras (Chennai) 

in Tamil Nadu; the name charnockite was given in honour of job Charnock, the founder of Calcutta, whose 

tombstone is made of this rock.  Since this discovery, rocks of similar/identical mineralogical characters have 

been identified from many parts of the world, viz Africa, Australia, Antarctica, South America, Greenland, 
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Norway, Scottish highlands, Siberia, etc., and to have been found to form a major constituent of the shield 

areas all over the world. In the course of detailed work on shield geology in the above shield areas much 

emphasis has been laid on the significance of these rocks in crustal evolution. In the study of high grade 

metamorphism, petrographic characters of charnockite and spatially associated, related granuties/granolites 

have provided parameters for fixing the P.T. (Pressure - Temperature) regimes of mineral equillibration. 

Charnockite and closesly / spatially associated khondalites (a group of metasediments) form a major linear belt 

of high grade rocks, South of latitude 21o N. in the Southern Peninsular shield along the east coast from Orissa 

to Cape Comerin, through Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, parts of Southern Karnataka and Kerala. The per-force 

development of these rocks in the Eastern Ghats Mobile Belt has enabled in establishing a lithostratigraphic viz, 

Eastern Ghats Super Group in this part of the Peninsular shield. The continuation of this belt further south of the 

Gulf of Manner has been traced in Srilanka, the Island series. 

Much	controversy	exists	about	the	origin	of	these	high	grade	gneiss-granulite	rocks	in	different	

shield	areas.	Both	igneous	and	metamorphic	origins	have	been	advocated	with	evidence	to	support	

them.	 In	 his	 classical	memoir,	Holland	 (1900)	 described	 them	 as	 consanguineous	 group	 of	 rocks	

ranging	from	acid	and	basic	to	ultrabasic	composition	based	on	S1O2	and	major	mineral	content.	In	

India	till	recent	years	(	1970’s)	detailed	work	on	these	rocks	have	been	of	very	restricted	nature	in	

select	areas.	

Recently	during	1970’s	very	detailed	regional	structural	mapping	(Fig.1)	has	been	carried	out	in	

these	high	grade	terrains	in	parts	of	central	and	Northern	Tamil	Nadu,	Field	evidence	supported	by	

corroborative	laboratory	studies,	from	an	area	of	10000	Sq.	Km.	in	the	then	North	and	South	Arcot	

Districts,	have	led	to	deciphering	the	Complex	history	of	the	multistructural	and	polymetamorphic	

events	 in	 this	 high	 grade	 gneiss-granulite	 terrain.	 Based	 on	 structural	mapping,	with	 supporting	

petrographic	 and	 geochemical	 data	 a	 chronological	 sequence	 of	 stratigraphy,	 tectonism,	

magmatism,	metamorphism,	migmatisation	and	mineralisation	has	been	built	up.	These	high	grade	

rocks	 border	 the	 Karnataka	 Craton	 where	 the	 greenstone	 belts	 have	 developed.	 Gneisses	 of	 the	

tonalitic	composition	(>	3.3	billion	years)	constitute	the	basement	of	the	craton.	

Some	of	the	salient features Include	

1	.	Prominent	structural	basin	(Canoe	shaped	folds)	resultant	from	the	interference	of	cross	folds	

are	 exhibited	 by	magnetite	 quartzites	 in	 Kavuthi	Malai	 and	 Vediappan	Malai	 and	 by	 the	 layered	

Ultramafic	sequence	in	Ponnakadu	Malai.	

2.	 Ponniyar	river	exposes	one	of	the	classical	sections	in	which	the	various	stages	of	formation	

of	migmatitic	gneisses	(M3-Na)	from	charnockite	and	associated	group	of	rocks.	This	section	

exposes	 the	 anatectic	 products	 of	 charnockite	 group	 of	 rocks	 forming	 the	 white	 sodic	
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feldspar	rich	migmatitic	gneisses	of	tonalitic	composition.	Apart	from	the	recognition	of	the	

different	 shapes	 of	 resorption	 of	 palaeosomes	 of	 charnockite	 and	 the	mafic	 granulites	 the	

formation	of	a	agmatitic	structure	is	best	seen	here.	The	impress	of	'F1	',	'F2"	and"	F4"cross	

folds	the	three	generations	of	basic	dyke	activity	(D	1,	D2,	and	D5)	are	best	developed.	

3.  The	 section	 from	 Thiruvannamalai	 towards	 Villupuram	 exposes	 various	 stages	 of	

migmatisation	of	the	charnockite	(of	Thiruvannamalai	~	2500	m.y.)	and	the	associated	mem-

bers, culminating in the formation of homophanous granite- granodiorite 

constituting the Gingee pluton. (2450 million years). The charnockite group of 

rocks show gradatational migmatisation passing through various stages of well 

banded injection and streaky gneisses, porphyritic granite to a homophamous 

granite. The palaeosomes are recognised in various stages of resorption in the 

western part (Thiruvannamalai - Vettavalam Section) East of Vettavalam the 

gradual transition from outerzone of streaky banded gneisses (metatextite) to an 

innerzone of homophanous granite (diatextile) is well evidenced and an 

intervening narrow zone of porphyritic granite separates the two zones. The 

neosomes consist of an older pink quartzofeldspathic phase in the outer fringes 

and an younger grey type towards the core. 

 

CONCEPT OF GONDWANA LAND AND CONTINENTAL DRIFT: 

 

Even before the discovery of the sea floor spreading and the rise of plate tectonic theory,  

a study of the continental geology suggested that the continents we see today are not immovable, but drifting fragments derived from the break up of an ancient super continent PANGAEA. (fig 2). The evidence for this came from the way certain continents ( viz South America and Africa, Africa and 

India with the Madagascar in between, India and Australia and Antartica) now far apart 

seemed to fit together, and have geological structures (Palaeo sutures, mobile belts) 

and formations (charnockite - khondalite super group) seemed to join up across such a 

fit; a study of ancient magnetic pole positions measured from rocks in two continents 

likewise indicated relative movement between the two. The distribution of certain plants 

(flora of Gonclwana Super Group of formations and animals (e.g. dinosaurs), group of 

formations in the past as well as ancient climatic zones, could not be satisfactorily 

explained unless continental drift was accepted. Plate tectonics and recent ocean floor 
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studies have modified our ideas to some extent and have made tile detailed plotting of 

continental movements possible, but in general they confirm the validity of the classical 

lines of geological evidence. The pattern of drift is known in details for the last 200 

million years, the period of break up of the Gondwana Land - the super continent 

Pangaea; movements of continents which converged to form Pangaea 350 million 

Years ago are know, in outline. 

Precambrian (> 550 million years) movements are as yet uncharted. 

THE CHARNOCKITE PROBLEM: 

Several solutions for the chamockite problem have been put forward in recent years 

ascribing the parentage to the geosynctional orogenic belts (Narayanaswamy, 1966) 

inteinal deforination of the pre existing sialic crust (Sutton, et al 1976), Transaulocogen 

lodel	 (Katz,	1976),	Collision	Tectonic	model	along	continet	 -	Ocean	 interface	 (Katz,	1972	Vindley,	

1976),	continent	-	continent	collision	model	(Devey	and	Buike,	1973,	Ramiengar	.t	al,	1976).	

The	Pre	Cambrian	 re	 assembly	of	 the	East	Gondwana	Land	 is	 suggested	 in	different	 fits	 using	

different	 criteria	 (Shields,	 1977;	 Katz;	 1974,	 1978;	 Katz	 and	 Premoli,	 1979;	 Smith	 and	 Hallem,	

1970;	 Crawford,	 1974;	 Barrow	 et	 al	 1982;	 Ramakrishnan,	 1993;	 Yoshida	 et	 al	 1992;	 Grew	 and	

Manton,	1979,	1986;	Harris	et	al	1982;	Santosh	and	Drury,	1988;	Millicenda,	et	al	1988,	etc.)	

	

	 The	general	lithological	similarities	in	the	form	of	granulites	and	chamockites	as	well	as	

high	 grade	 geneisses	 and	meta	 pelites	 of	 khondalite	 type	 between	 Southern	 Peninsular	 shield	 of	

India,	 Enderby	 land	 (Aiittiti(-,i)	 1-tiL:(Pitchamuthu,	 1966;	 Crawford,	 1974;	 Katz,	 1978b;	 Grew	 and	

Manton,	 1979,	 1986).	 Geochemical	 evidence	 for	 older	 protolith	 age	 of	 granulites	 at	 >	 3000	m.y;	

an19der	two-	pyroxene	facies	(granulite	facies)	event	between	2,900-	3000	m.y.,	the	main	regional	

(pan	 Indo	 -	 African	 -	 Antarctica)	 granulite	 (two	 pyroxene	 facies)	 event	 at	 2500	 -	 2600	m.y.	 and	

younger	 retrogressive	metamorphic	 event	 at	 1200	 -	 1400	 ii-i.y.	 and	 a	 pan	 Indian	Ocean	 younger	

tectonic,	thermal	activity	of	minor	intensity	at	520	m.y.	are	available	for	all	the	terrains	(Crawford,	

1969;	Balasundaram	and	Balasubi-ahmanyan,	1993;	Paul	et	al	1990;	Paul	and	Sa[kar	1994;	Grew	

and	Monten,	1979,	1986).	Evidences	of	Late	Proterozioc	(1000	m.y.)	reworking	sapphirine	bearing	

granulite	 facies	 metamorphism,	 and	 granite	 and	 charnockite	 plutonisim	 (some	 of	 which	 are	

juvenile	 additions	 to	 the	 crust)	 are	 available	 from	 Enderby	 land	 and	 Southern	 Peninsular	 Shield	

(Grew	and	Monten,	1986;	Paul	et	al	1990;	Paul	and	Sarkar,	1994)	
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NEED	FOR	PRESERVATION	OF	THIRUVANNAMALAI	AREA	AS	A	NATIONAL	HERITAGE	SITE:	

a).	The	detailed	mapping	done	during	1970's	of	10000	Sq,Km.	in	the	then	North	Arcot	and	South	

Arcot	Districts	 and	adjacent	areas,	has	naturally	drawn	 the	attention	of	 renowned	geologists	and	

geochemists	 of	 UK,	 France,	 Germany,	 USA,	 Affican	 Countries	 and	 as	 part	 of	 the	

ILIGS	-	UNESCO	-	IGCP	SCIENTIFIC	PROGRAME	OF	1-11E	PROJECT	"	ARCHAEAN	GEOCHEMISTRY	"	

an	 internationl	 sympassion	 was	 organized	 exposing	 the	 world	 earth	 scientists	 to	 the	

Thiruvannamalai	 Area;	 a	 type	 area	 for	 structural	 mapping	 with	 inputs	 from	 details	 on	 igneous	

(Dyke	 activity),	metamorphic,	migmatitic,	mineralisation	 events.	 Till	 1,970's	 the	 only	 other	 areas	

where	such	detailed	work	had	been	done	were	scottish	Highlands	and	Enn.	6nd.	Naturally	the	work	

done	in	the	area	by	Sugavanam	et	al	(	1977)	won	world	claim	thereby	paving	the	way	for	post	1977	

collaborative	studies	with	inputs	from	the	University	of	Oxford,	Open	university,	IISC,	etc.	

b).	 The	 pan	 two	 pyroxene	 facies	 (granulite	 facies)	 metamorphic	 event	 elated	 around	 2550	

million	years	implies	the	formation	ages	of	the	charnockite	and	spatiaily	related	assemblages	be	of	

older	ages		3000-3200	million	years.	

c).	 The	 younging	 in	 age	 (from	 2500	 -	 2450	 million	 years)	 of	 the	 formations	 in	 the	

Thiruvannmalai	to	Gingee	Section	has	delineated	the	process	of	migmatisation	of	charnockite	and	

associated	granolites	(Thiruvannamaial)	in	phases	culminating	in	the	development	of	Gingee	Pluton	

of	granite-	granodiorite	composition.	

Geological	antiquity	of	the	area	together	with	other	geological	process	details	as	exemplified	by	

Thiruvannamalai	 and	 adjacent	 areas	 necessitate	 the	 preservation	 of	 the	 area	 as	 a	 Heritage	 Site.	

Besides	 being	 a	 place	 of	 spiritual	 pilgirimage.	 the	 planet	 'Earth'	 in	 this	 part	 of	 the	 Southern	

Peninsular	 shield	 has	 kept	 open	 a	 classic/type	 area	 for	mapping	 of	 Archaean	 terrain.	 In	 fact	 the	

Geological	Survey	of	India	has	been	annually	organising	field	tiaining	camp	in	the	area.	It	is	needless	

to	emphasise	that	the	Geoscientific	community/	fraternity	owes	its	gratitude	to	Mother	"	Earth	"	for	

providing	 such	 a	 classic	 area	 for	 studies,	 understanding	 and	 interpretation	 of	 the	 evolutionary	

history	with	its	myriad	details.	

	

T.V.	VISWANATHAN	

Former	Deputy	Director	General	

Geological	Survey	of	India]	

Permanent	Residence	at:	
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8,	Madhavan	St,	

Sundarambal	Nagar,	

Tambaram	Sanatorium,	

Chennai	-	600	047.	

(Res	:	Tel	:	2363174)	

	

NOTE	 The	 write	 up	 is	 based	 on	 published	 data,	 excursion	 guide	 "	 Geology	 of	 High	 Grade	

gneisses	 -granmulite	 terrians	 (mobile	 belt)	 of	 Tamil	 Nadu	 "	 brought	 out	 in	 connection	 with	 the	

International	symposium	on	"Archaean	Geochemistry"	conducted	at	Hyderabad	during	November	

1977,	and	the	Isotopic	Age	map	of	India,	Published	by	the	Geological	Survey	of	India	during	1989.	
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“Geological.doc”	

Comparative Geological Study of World Mountains 
 
The detailed study of the world mountains, with particular reference to India, 

reveals the following features: 
The  world’s famous mountain ranges, viz. Alps, Rockys, Andez, Himalayan 

and Apple chain ranges contain high peaks at very high altitudes, but 
Geochronologically they do not come under the Archaeon period and belong to 
younger ages. 

The upheaval of the Himalayas was not a continuous process but 
took place in four phases or stages. Himalayan ranges (including Mount 
Everest and Mount Kailash) are less than 50 million years old. 

The Tiruvannamalai hill is an imposing land mark with an elevation of 2634 
feet and is the highest peak in the hill ranges found conspicuously developed in the 
western and southwestern part of Tiruvannamalai; the eastern and southeastern 
part of Tiruvannamalai on the other hand is generally a gently undulating plain 
dotted with few knolls and mounds. 

Further Tiruvannamalai hill and its immediate surroundings have been 
engaging the attention of a stream of research workers in Geology from New Mexico 
University since the early 1980’s, the team being led by Prof.Condie.  Prof. Condie 
equates the granites of Tiruvannamalai with other similar syntectonic granites 
occurring elsewhere, in the southern Peninsular shield and considers the granite 
as of Archaean age (2.5 billion years (or) 260 crore year old) (Continental, 
“Origin of granites-in an Archaean high-grade terrain, Southern India”- Contrib.  
Mineral Petrol. 1986, pp.93-103).  There are dykes of dolerite found traversing the 
granitoid gneiss’s  south-west of Tiruvannamalai which are perhaps Proterozoic in 
age. 

Also it would appear that among other mountainous belts, the 
Deccon Plateau in Southern India including Tiruvannamalai is one of the 
areas of little or no tectonic activity i.e. seismologically these belts have 
not changed drastically their characteristics over a long period of time 
(vide Figure 12 vol 16:762:2a E.C.B) 

In the recorded history the origin & flow of rivers homosapiens flora 
and fauna are far later Geochronologically. 

From the above it is clear that the Holy Hill of Arunachala (or 
Tiruvannamalai) is older than Himalayas (Mount Everest or Kailash) and 
hence the oldest natural Shrine in the world. 

Through the ages, for 2.5 billion years — this sacred Hill has not been 
affected or altered even by seismic activity. 
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This spiritual centre which has withstood the ravages of time in this manner 
has in recent times been defiled by indiscriminate human activity. It is our sacred 
duty to take effective steps and prevent further damage. 

References 
1.  Note compiled from unpublished G.S.I. Progress report on the North 

Arcot District (Field seasons 1969-1974) 
2.  Condie, K.C., Bowling, G.P., and Allen, P., 1986.  Origin of high-grade 

terrane, southern India.  Contribution to Mineralogy and Petrology.  Pp. 93-103. 
3.  Encyclopaedia Brittanica  
4.  A Text Book of Geology of India by Mendiratta 
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“Giri	Herbs.doc”	

	

LIST	OF	COMMON	AND	RARE	HERBS	FOUND	ON	THE	SLOPE	OF									

HOLY	HILL	OF	ARUNACHALA	

	

1.	 Cynodon	dactylon,	pers;	Poaceae.	
2.	 Euphoribia	hitra,	Linn;	Euphorbiaceae.	
3.	 Indigofera	tinctoria,	Linn;	Fabaceae.	
4.	 Sida	caprinifolia,	Linn;	Malvaceae.	
5.	 Aristolochia	beracteata	Retz;	Aristolochiaceae.	
6.	 Datura	metel,	Linn;	Solanaceae.	
7.	 Calatropis	gigantea,	R.Br;	Asclepediaceae.	
8.	 Lonidium	suffruticosum,	Ging;	Violaceae.	
9.	 Solanum	jacquinii,	Solanaceae.	
10.	Osimum	canum,	Sims;		Labiatae.	
11.	Eclipta	Hassk;	Compositae.	
12.	Smilax	Zeylanica:	Linn;	Liliaceae.	
13.	Jatropha	Curcas,	Linn;	Euphorbiaceae.	
14.	Commelina	bengalensis,	Linn;	Commelinaceae.	
15.	Clitoria	ternatea,	Linn;		Fabaceae.	
16.	Phyllanthus	niruri	Linn;	Euphorbiaceae.	
17.	Aacalypha	indica,	Linn;	Euphorbiaceae.	
18.	Aloe	vera,	Linn;	Liliaceae.	
19.	Coccinia	india,	W	&	A;	Cucurbitaceae.	
20.	Sylvestre,	R.Br;	Guttifera.	
21.	Paronia	Zeylanica,	cav;	Malvaceae.	
22.	Tinospora	cardifolia;	Miers;	Menis	permaceae.	
23.	Ocimum	Sanctum,	Linn;	Labiatae.	
24.	Leucas	aspera	spreng;	Labiatae.	
25.	Aoutilon	indicum,	G.	Don;	Malvaceae.	
26.	Solanum	trilobatum.	Linn;	Solanaceae.	
27.	Hemidesmus	indicus,	R.Br;	Asclepiadaceae.	
28.	Gynandropsis	pentaphylia,	DC;	Capparidaceae.	
29.	Achyranthus	aspera,	Linn;	Amarantaceae.	
30.	Cleome	Viscosa,	Linn;	Capparidaceae.	
31.		Catheranthus	roseus,(L)	g.Don;	apocyanaceae.					

32.	Cassis	angustifolia,	Vehl,	(c.	Lanceolate,	W	&	A);	Leguminosae.	
33.	Tribulus	terretris	Linn;	Geraniaceae.	
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34.	Belpharis	boerhaviaefolia,	pers;	Acanthaceae.	
35.	Opuntia	dillenii,	Haw;	Cactaceae.	
36.	Cissus	guadrangularis,	Linn;	Vitaceae.	
37.		Argemone	mexicana,	L;	Papaveraceae.	
38.	Anisomeless	malabarica,	R.Br;	Labiateae.	
39.	Croton	Sparsiflorus,	Morong;	Euphorbiaceae.	
40.	Cardiosperumum	halicacabum,	Linn;		Sapindaceae.	
41.	Aegle	marmelos,	Corr;	Rutaceae.	
42.	Evolvus	alsinoides,	Linn;	Convolvulaceae.	
43.	Enicostemma	littorale,	Bl;	Gentianaceae.	
44.	Azadirachta	indica,	A.juss;	Meliaceae.	
45. Daemia extensa, R.Br; Asclepiadiceae. 
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“request	(14-4-2000).doc”	
	

We	 the	 sitting	members	 of	 the	 Lok	 Sabha	bring	 to	 the	 kind	 attention	 of	 the	
Honourable	High	Court,	Chennai.	

1. We	are	aware	of	the	greatness	of	Arunachala	and	that	it	is	being	visited	by	
people	 from	all	 parts	 of	 India	 and	 abroad	 and	 also	 that	during	 full	moon	
days	lakhs	throng	Tiruvannamalai	to	perform	circumambulation	of	the	Hill.	

2. we	are	also	aware	that	 it	 is	becoming	more	and	more	popular	 in	 India	as	
well	as	abroad.	

3. Further	 we	 learn	 that	 it	 is	 attracting	 considerable	 tourists	 and	 through	
them	the	much	needed	foreign	exchange.		

4. We	are	also	aware	of	the	antiquity	of	the	Holy	Arunachala	Hill,	the	temple	
and	the	town.	

In	 view	 of	 the	 above	 it	 is	 imperative	 that	 the	 sanctity	 and	 environmental	
ecological	balance	is	maintained.		

We	 pray	 that	 suitable	 orders	 be	 passed	 by	 the	 Honourable	 High	 Court	 as	
deemed	fit	so	as	to:	

1)  Preserve	 the	 Holy	 Hill	 of	 Arunachala,	 the	 girivalam	 path	 and	 the	 great	
temple,	as	a	national	monument.	

2)  Maintain	 conducive	 atmosphere	 to	 enable	 the	 pilgrims	 to	 perform	
pradakshina	and	such	other	mode	of	worship	as	desired	by	them.	

3)  	Preserve	 the	 flora	 and	 fauna	 particularly	 the	 endangered	 species	 like	
Langur	etc.,	

4)  Maintain	 and	 enhance	 the	Reserved	 Forest	 areas	 and	 in	 order	 to	 restore	
the	Holy	place	to	its	former	pristine	beauty.	

5)  Maintain	water	table	as	close	to	the	surface	as	possible.	
6)  Protect	the	Hill	from	poachers	and	from	encroachments.	
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“THE	ARUNACHALA	BIODIVERSITY	PROTECTED	AREA.doc”	

	

THE	ARUNACHALA	BIODIVERSITY	PROTECTED	AREA	

The	 Earth	Day	 2000	which	 falls	 on	April	 22	 has	 a	 great	 significance	 in	 this	 year.	 It	 is	

fitting	 that	 in	 this	 year	 that	 the	 forest	 on	 Arunachala	 Hill	 and	 surrounding	 it	 may	 be	

protected	by	suitable	orders	of	the	Honourable	High	Court,	Chennai.	

The	reserve	forest	area	upon	the	hill	and	surrounding	it	is	on	the	brink	of	extinction.	If	

one	walks	around	the	Hill	one	could	see	birds	such	as	Great	Indian	Horned	Owl,	scores	of	

bulbuls,	 flycatchers,	warblers,	pipits,	 falcons	including	buzzards	and	even	the	endangered	

Monitor	Lizard,	and	Langur,	 inquisitive	porcupine	or	 two,	maybe	startled	a	hare	or	a	 fox,	

jackal	and	her	cubs.	

One	living	at	Tiruvannamalai	need	not	go	to	a	wild	life	reserve	or	a	zoological	garden	to	

see	a	monitor	lizard.	The	finest	natural	zoo	is	right	in	our	backyard	at	Tiruvannamalai.	It	is	

sad	to	note	this	natural	wildlife	reserve	is	slowly	disappearing.		

When	there	is	a	bounteous	monsoon	and	the	tanks	are	filled	one	can	watch	moorhens,	

grebes,	 little	 egrets,	 pond	 herons,	 night	 herons	 and	 cattle	 egret.	 However	 when	 the	

monsoon	 fails	 there	 is	 not	 a	 single	 water	 bird.	 Moreover	 the	 tanks	 around	 the	 Hill	 are	

slowly	becoming	silted	and	the	canals	feeding	them	are	blocked.	

This	hill	which	forms	a	backdrop	for	the	Tiruvannamalai	town	is	a	natural	repository	of	

Biodiversity,	a	sacred	grove.	

In	 fact	 the	 TAMIL	NADU	 STATE	 FOREST	 POLICY	within	 the	 overall	 framework	 of	 the	

NATIONAL	 FOREST	 POLICY	 (1988),	 states,	 among	 other	 things,	 that	 the	 “ECOLOGICAL	

SENSITIVE	 AREAS	 OF	 THE	 EASTERN	 GHATS	 SHOULD	 BE	 BROUGHT	 UNDER	 THE	

PROTECTED	 AREAS	MANAGEMENT	 PLAN.	 The	 state	 forest	 policy	 further	 states	 that	 its	

main	 objectives	 are	 ensuring	 environmental	 stability,	 preserving	 natural	 forests,	

conserving	 genetic	 diversity,	 ensuring	 better	 water	 harnessing,	 promoting	 agroforestry	

and	meeting	 the	 basic	 needs	 of	 the	 people	 on	 a	 sustainable	 basis.	 The	 forest	 policy	 also	

proposes	 that	 all	 encroachers	 should	 be	 evicted	 from	 forest	 areas	 and	 that	 no	

encroachments	 should	 be	 regularised.	 The	 state	 forest	 policy	 also	 calls	 for	 a	 specific	
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mandate	 to	 determine	 forest	 settlement	 claims.	 The	 policy	 also	 calls	 for	 a	 “detailed	

investigation	and	inventorisation	of	the	flora	and	fauna	in	all	categories	of	forest	areas.	

The	 influx	 of	 visitors	 to	 the	 town	 of	 Tiruvannamalai	 during	 festival	 days	 can	 be	

harnessed	 to	 provide	 necessary	 revenue	 to	 protect	 this	 Hill.	 The	 concept	 that	 is	 being	

mooted	here	is	FOREST	BASED	ECOTOURISM.	Forest-based	ecotourism	has	been	perceived	

as	an	economically	viable	industry	and	the	acrued	benefits	offer	positive	economic	impacts	

to	 local	 community	as	well	 to	 the	 financial	management	of	 the	Protected	Area	Habitat.	 It	

also	becomes	an	 instrument	 to	mobilise	 the	 local	people	 to	CONSERVE	THE	BIOLOGICAL	

RESOURCES	OF	ARUNACHALA.	

Here	the	term	biological	resources	or	biodiversity	refers	to	the	variety	of	life	forms	and	

habitats	found	a	defined	area.	(UNEP	classification).	

Conserving	the	biodiversity	of	Arunachala	is	imperative	given	1)	the	disappearing	forest	

cover	2)	resulting	in	considerable	reduction	of	the	much	needed	amount	of	rain	fall	3)	the	

receding	ground	water	table	etc.	

Arunachala	is	both	an	in	situ	as	well	as	an	ex	situ	conservation	area	and	what	is	more	it	

is	 in	 the	 heart	 of	 Tiruvannamalai.	 The	 documentable	 unique	 characteristics	 of	 flora	 and	

fauna	can	be	maintained	and	sustained	not	on	for	their	utility	but	also	because	they	are	the	

evidence	of	Tiruvannamalai’s	heritage	and	as	such	are	important	for	economic,	social	and	

ethical	reasons.		

Further	with	the	absence	of	proper	town	planning	policy	the	landless	have	settled	on	the	

slopes	 of	 the	Hill.	 2)	 goats,	 cows	 and	 sheep	 are	 regularly	 grazed	 on	 the	Hill	 resulting	 in	

destruction	 of	 saplings.	 3)	 The	 burning	 of	 the	 surface	 of	 the	Hill	 annually.	 All	 the	 above	

factors	 have	 denuded	 the	 forest	 on	 the	 Hill.	 As	 a	 remedy	 the	 following	 is	 suggested.	 1)	

Appointment	of	Committee	to	implement	the	measures	to	restore	the	forest	upon	the	Hill	

2)	Resettle	those	living	on	the	slopes	of	the	Hill.	3)	Provide	economic	opportunities	for	local	

people	 4)	 Better	 understanding	 of	 the	 need	 of	 conservation	 of	 biodiversity	 by	 the	 local	

people	5)	Protect	 the	Hill	by	 fencing	and	create	a	buffer	zone	between	the	forest	and	the	

Girivalam	path.	6)	Create	a	community	protection	 team	and	 the	participation	of	 the	 local	

people	in	maintaining	the	eco-system	of	the	said	area.	
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Connecting	nearby	Sathanur	Dam	with	the	Samudram	lake	(one	of	the	largest	of	its	kind	

in	this	area)	by	a	Canal	will	keep	the	lake	always	full.	This	will	result	in	attracting	migratory	

birds	 from	 the	 continents.	 And	 thus	 this	 can	 be	 made	 a	 bird	 sanctuary.	 This	 project	 of	

connecting	the	lake	with	the	dam	is	in	the	agenda	of	the	Government	and	it	is	understand	

the	funds	have	been	allocated.	The	Honourable	High	Court	may	kindly	pass	suitable	orders	

for	the	speedy	execution	of	the	project.	
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“AFFADAVIT.indd”		
	

NOTE:	This	is	an	Adobe	InDesign	document	
 
AFFIDAVIT OF K. KANNIKESWARAN,  
SECRETARY, ANNAMALAI REFORESTATION SOCIETY 

 
I, K. Kannikeswaran, son of                               , aged                     , now residing at 43 

Tamarai Nagar, Tiruvannamalai, solemnly declare the following: 
 
Further to my affidavit, dated                , filed in this Honourable Court, the area west of 

Annamalai Swami’s Asramam, up to north of Pachaiman Koil contain 76  surveyor markers, 
indicating the boundary of the reserve forest declared by the  Government of Tamil Nadu, vide 
notification No. 1697, dated 10.6.1985. 

 
It can be seen from the attached diagram the boundaries skirt close to the circuit path, and at 

no place the boundary is more than one kilometre from the circuit path. 
The average distance is about 100 meters.  Further, a buffer zone should be allowed between 

the area for construction of buildings and the boundary of the reserve forest. 
 
As a resident of Tiruvannamalai, I testify that because of the following reasons we are 

requesting this decree from the Honourable Court: 
 
a.) The Arunachala Mountain occupies a significant potential for directly influencing the 

immediate climatic conditions of the surrounding countryside. In its present declining state the 
exposed rock surface reflect prolonged radiant heat, thus raising temperatures in an area already 
afflicted with high and prolonged summer heat. 

 
b.) The increase of hot dry air radiating upwards evaporate the any moisture in the existing 

moisture-laden clouds, preventing necessary rainfall.  
 
c.) The retention of valuable top soil is being lost by erosion. 
 
We have already submitted a list to the Court, containing the above reasons, along with 

numerous other environmental and social reasons.  We request that you kindly peruse these 
important papers. 
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In view of all the above, I pray the Honourable Court may be pleased to grant a decree 
staying all further construction: 

 
1.  In the area, contained between the foot of the hill and the circuit path, commencing in the 

clockwise direction from west of  the Annamalai Swami Asramam and up to Pachaiman Koil in 
the northeastern direction; 

2.  Up on the slopes of the hill; 

3.  And along the walls of Arunachaleswara Temple. 
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WHS	past	effort	documentation	
The	following	is	a	document	I	received	related	to	past	efforts	to	establish	it	as	a	UNESCO	
World	Heritage	Site.	It	was	created	October	2,	2003	by	Sri	Ramanasramam	staff.	

	

THIRUVANNAMALAI	AND	ITS	SURROUNDINGS	A	GEOLOGICAL	PARADISE:	A	

PLEA	FOR	PRESERVATION	AS	A	NATIONAL	HERITAGE	SITE	

PREAMBLE:	

British	 historian	 and	 essayist	 Thomas	 Carlyle	 stated	 that	 all	 Scientists	 are	 to	 some	 extent	

historians.	This	generalisation	is	particularly	true	for	earth	scientists	and	astronomers.	By	means	of	

light	rays	 from	stars,	millions	 to	billions	of	years	 in	 transit	or	by	minute	quantities	of	radioactive	

isotope	with	a	half	life	of	millions	of	years,	our	understanding	of	the	loss	governing	the	behaviour	of	

galaxies,	 stars	and	solar	 system	as	 improved	 tremendously.	The	objects	of	our	 study	are	by	 their	

very	 nature	 evolving,	 at	 times	 violently,	 and	 the	 challenge	 to	 the	 historians	 of	 objects	 is	 to	 sift	

through	the	residue	of	past	events	within	our	observational	and	intellectual	grasp	and	to	distill	the	

most	 important	 themes.	 Although	 the	 physical	world	 is	 known	 to	 exhibit	 stochoistic	and	chaotic	

behaviour,	there	is	nonetheless	an	overpervading	optimism	among	earth	and	space	scientists	that	

common	physical	and	chemical	laws	understand	all	phenomena	and	that	these	laws	provide	a	basis	

for	 hypothesis	 formulation,	 quantitative	 prediction	 and	 rejection	 of	 false	 hypotheses.	 While	 the	

histories	we	write	 are	 always	 near	 perfect,	 there	 is	 a	 shared	 belief/method	 that	 binds	 all	 of	 our	

efforts.	

	

OUR	GALAXY:	

Our	galaxy	was	thought	to	be	the	entire	universe	until	discoveries	in	the	1920’s.	Today	we	know	

it	is	only	one	of	billions	of	galaxies.	It	is	a	gravitationally	bound,	rotating	congregation	of	hundreds	

of	 brilliant	 stars.	 The	 central	 bulge	 glows	 with	 the	 light	 of	 older	 redder	 stars.	 Globular	 clusters	

contain	the	Galaxy’s	oldest	stars	—	estimated	at	10	to	15	billion	years,	Gas	and	dust	condensing	in	

the	spiral	arms	are	even	now	forming	new	stars.	In	one	arm,	our	sun	circles	the	galaxy	center	once	

every	230	million	years,	travelling	at	220	km/	sec.	New	evidence	suggests	the	disk	is	enveloped	by	

a	large	halo	of	very	old	stars	and	dark,	unseen	matter.	The	age	of	the	universe	is	estimated	to	be	15	

billion	years.	
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PLANET	EARTH	

A	vast	cloud	of	gas	and	dust	collapses	some	4.6	billion	years	ago.	Compression	spawns	a	star	in	

the	 hub	 of	 the	 rotating	 disc	 shaped	mass,	 and	 our	 sun’s	 thermonuclear	 furnace	 fires-up.	 Various	

materials	condense	from	the	cooling	disc,	collide	and	coalesce	to	form	the	planets,	moons,	comets,	

asteroids,	meteorites,	dust	and	gas	and	a	central	star	—	the	sun	—	around	which	all	these	revolve.	

The	fact	that	most	of	this	material	circles	the	sun	in	the	same	direction,	mostly	rotating	in	the	same	

direction	and	almost	on	the	same	plane,	leaves	little	doubt	that it	nearly	all	formed	simultaneously.	

Different	 parts	 of	 the	 solar	 system	 should	 therefore	 have	 similar	 ages,	 the	 oldest	 Moon	 rocks	

measured	have	been	dated	4550	million	years;	and	the	age	of	the	Earth’s	crust	has	been	calculated	

as	4550	million	years.	The	events	that	occured	during	the	first	billions	years	of	Earth’s	history	are	

as	follows:	

	

Years	before	 Time	from	year	 Event	

45,66,000,000	 0	 Early	condensation	of	refractory	material	

45,65,000,000	 1,000,000	 Formation	of	Planetismals	

45,55,000,000	 11,000,000	 Igneous	activity	in	planetismals	

4,500,000,000	 66,000,000	 Moon	formed	

4,450,000,000	 116,000,000	 Core	Segregation	;	atmosphere	“exhailing”	

4,430,000,000	 136,000,000	 Final	accretion	of	Earth	

3,800,000,000	 7,66,000,000	 Oldest	known	rocks-earliest	life?	

3,500,000,000	 1,066,000,000	 Oldest	known	fossils.	

	

SOUTHERN	PENINSULAR	SHIELD	WITH	SPECIAL	EMPHASIS	ON	THIRUVANNAMALAI	

 In 1893, Sir Thomas Holland first described a group of hypersthene ( a pyroxene group of minerals) 

bearing rocks which he termed as charnockite from St. Thomas Mount — Pallavaram area in Madras (Chennai) 

in Tamil Nadu; the name charnockite was given in honour of job Charnock, the founder of Calcutta, whose 

tombstone is made of this rock.  Since this discovery, rocks of similar/identical mineralogical characters have 

been identified from many parts of the world, viz Africa, Australia, Antarctica, South America, Greenland, 
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Norway, Scottish highlands, Siberia, etc., and to have been found to form a major constituent of the shield 

areas all over the world. In the course of detailed work on shield geology in the above shield areas much 

emphasis has been laid on the significance of these rocks in crustal evolution. In the study of high grade 

metamorphism, petrographic characters of charnockite and spatially associated, related granuties/granolites 

have provided parameters for fixing the P.T. (Pressure - Temperature) regimes of mineral equillibration. 

Charnockite and closesly / spatially associated khondalites (a group of metasediments) form a major linear belt 

of high grade rocks, South of latitude 21o N. in the Southern Peninsular shield along the east coast from Orissa 

to Cape Comerin, through Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, parts of Southern Karnataka and Kerala. The per-force 

development of these rocks in the Eastern Ghats Mobile Belt has enabled in establishing a lithostratigraphic viz, 

Eastern Ghats Super Group in this part of the Peninsular shield. The continuation of this belt further south of the 

Gulf of Manner has been traced in Srilanka, the Island series. 

Much	controversy	exists	about	the	origin	of	these	high	grade	gneiss-granulite	rocks	in	different	

shield	areas.	Both	igneous	and	metamorphic	origins	have	been	advocated	with	evidence	to	support	

them.	 In	 his	 classical	memoir,	Holland	 (1900)	 described	 them	 as	 consanguineous	 group	 of	 rocks	

ranging	from	acid	and	basic	to	ultrabasic	composition	based	on	S1O2	and	major	mineral	content.	In	

India	till	recent	years	(	1970’s)	detailed	work	on	these	rocks	have	been	of	very	restricted	nature	in	

select	areas.	

Recently	during	1970’s	very	detailed	regional	structural	mapping	(Fig.1)	has	been	carried	out	in	

these	high	grade	terrains	in	parts	of	central	and	Northern	Tamil	Nadu,	Field	evidence	supported	by	

corroborative	laboratory	studies,	from	an	area	of	10000	Sq.	Km.	in	the	then	North	and	South	Arcot	

Districts,	have	led	to	deciphering	the	Complex	history	of	the	multistructural	and	polymetamorphic	

events	 in	 this	 high	 grade	 gneiss-granulite	 terrain.	 Based	 on	 structural	mapping,	with	 supporting	

petrographic	 and	 geochemical	 data	 a	 chronological	 sequence	 of	 stratigraphy,	 tectonism,	

magmatism,	metamorphism,	migmatisation	and	mineralisation	has	been	built	up.	These	high	grade	

rocks	 border	 the	 Karnataka	 Craton	 where	 the	 greenstone	 belts	 have	 developed.	 Gneisses	 of	 the	

tonalitic	composition	(>	3.3	billion	years)	constitute	the	basement	of	the	craton.	

Some	of	the	salient features Include	

1	.	Prominent	structural	basin	(Canoe	shaped	folds)	resultant	from	the	interference	of	cross	folds	

are	 exhibited	 by	magnetite	 quartzites	 in	 Kavuthi	Malai	 and	 Vediappan	Malai	 and	 by	 the	 layered	

Ultramafic	sequence	in	Ponnakadu	Malai.	

2.	 Ponniyar	river	exposes	one	of	the	classical	sections	in	which	the	various	stages	of	formation	

of	migmatitic	gneisses	(M3-Na)	from	charnockite	and	associated	group	of	rocks.	This	section	

exposes	 the	 anatectic	 products	 of	 charnockite	 group	 of	 rocks	 forming	 the	 white	 sodic	
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feldspar	rich	migmatitic	gneisses	of	tonalitic	composition.	Apart	from	the	recognition	of	the	

different	 shapes	 of	 resorption	 of	 palaeosomes	 of	 charnockite	 and	 the	mafic	 granulites	 the	

formation	of	a	agmatitic	structure	is	best	seen	here.	The	impress	of	'F1	',	'F2"	and"	F4"cross	

folds	the	three	generations	of	basic	dyke	activity	(D	1,	D2,	and	D5)	are	best	developed.	

3.  The	 section	 from	 Thiruvannamalai	 towards	 Villupuram	 exposes	 various	 stages	 of	

migmatisation	of	the	charnockite	(of	Thiruvannamalai	~	2500	m.y.)	and	the	associated	mem-

bers, culminating in the formation of homophanous granite- granodiorite 

constituting the Gingee pluton. (2450 million years). The charnockite group of 

rocks show gradatational migmatisation passing through various stages of well 

banded injection and streaky gneisses, porphyritic granite to a homophamous 

granite. The palaeosomes are recognised in various stages of resorption in the 

western part (Thiruvannamalai - Vettavalam Section) East of Vettavalam the 

gradual transition from outerzone of streaky banded gneisses (metatextite) to an 

innerzone of homophanous granite (diatextile) is well evidenced and an 

intervening narrow zone of porphyritic granite separates the two zones. The 

neosomes consist of an older pink quartzofeldspathic phase in the outer fringes 

and an younger grey type towards the core. 

CONCEPT OF GONDWANA LAND AND CONTINENTAL DRIFT: 

Even before the discovery of the sea floor spreading and the rise of plate tectonic 

 theory, a study of the continental geology suggested that the continents we see 

today are  not immovable, but drifting fragments derived from the break up of an 

ancient super continent PANGAEA. (fig 2). The evidence for this came from the way 

certain continents ( viz South America and Africa, Africa and India with the Madagascar 

in between, India and Australia and Antartica) now far apart seemed to fit together, and 

have geological structures (Palaeo sutures, mobile belts) and formations 

(charnockite - khondalite super group) seemed to join up across such a fit; a study of 

ancient magnetic pole positions measured from rocks in two continents likewise 

indicated relative movement between the two. The distribution of certain plants (flora of 

Gonclwana Super Group of formations and animals (e.g. dinosaurs), group of 

formations in the past as well as ancient climatic zones, could not be satisfactorily 

explained unless continental drift was accepted. Plate tectonics and recent ocean floor 
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studies have modified our ideas to some extent and have made tile detailed plotting of 

continental movements possible, but in general they confirm the validity of the classical 

lines of geological evidence. The pattern of drift is known in details for the last 200 

million years, the period of break up of the Gondwana Land - the super continent 

Pangaea; movements of continents which converged to form Pangaea 350 million 

Years ago are know, in outline. 

Precambrian (> 550 million years) movements are as yet uncharted. 

THE CHARNOCKITE PROBLEM: 

Several solutions for the chamockite problem have been put forward in recent years 

ascribing the parentage to the geosynctional orogenic belts (Narayanaswamy, 1966) 

inteinal deforination of the pre existing sialic crust (Sutton, et al 1976), Transaulocogen 

lodel	 (Katz,	1976),	Collision	Tectonic	model	along	continet	 -	Ocean	 interface	 (Katz,	1972	Vindley,	

1976),	continent	-	continent	collision	model	(Devey	and	Buike,	1973,	Ramiengar	.t	al,	1976).	

The	Pre	Cambrian	 re	 assembly	of	 the	East	Gondwana	Land	 is	 suggested	 in	different	 fits	 using	

different	 criteria	 (Shields,	 1977;	 Katz;	 1974,	 1978;	 Katz	 and	 Premoli,	 1979;	 Smith	 and	 Hallem,	

1970;	 Crawford,	 1974;	 Barrow	 et	 al	 1982;	 Ramakrishnan,	 1993;	 Yoshida	 et	 al	 1992;	 Grew	 and	

Manton,	1979,	1986;	Harris	et	al	1982;	Santosh	and	Drury,	1988;	Millicenda,	et	al	1988,	etc.)	

	

	 The	general	lithological	similarities	in	the	form	of	granulites	and	chamockites	as	well	as	

high	 grade	 geneisses	 and	meta	 pelites	 of	 khondalite	 type	 between	 Southern	 Peninsular	 shield	 of	

India,	 Enderby	 land	 (Aiittiti(-,i)	 1-tiL:(Pitchamuthu,	 1966;	 Crawford,	 1974;	 Katz,	 1978b;	 Grew	 and	

Manton,	 1979,	 1986).	 Geochemical	 evidence	 for	 older	 protolith	 age	 of	 granulites	 at	 >	 3000	m.y;	

an19der	two-	pyroxene	facies	(granulite	facies)	event	between	2,900-	3000	m.y.,	the	main	regional	

(pan	 Indo	 -	 African	 -	 Antarctica)	 granulite	 (two	 pyroxene	 facies)	 event	 at	 2500	 -	 2600	m.y.	 and	

younger	 retrogressive	metamorphic	 event	 at	 1200	 -	 1400	 ii-i.y.	 and	 a	 pan	 Indian	Ocean	 younger	

tectonic,	thermal	activity	of	minor	intensity	at	520	m.y.	are	available	for	all	the	terrains	(Crawford,	

1969;	Balasundaram	and	Balasubi-ahmanyan,	1993;	Paul	et	al	1990;	Paul	and	Sa[kar	1994;	Grew	

and	Monten,	1979,	1986).	Evidences	of	Late	Proterozioc	(1000	m.y.)	reworking	sapphirine	bearing	

granulite	 facies	 metamorphism,	 and	 granite	 and	 charnockite	 plutonisim	 (some	 of	 which	 are	

juvenile	 additions	 to	 the	 crust)	 are	 available	 from	 Enderby	 land	 and	 Southern	 Peninsular	 Shield	

(Grew	and	Monten,	1986;	Paul	et	al	1990;	Paul	and	Sarkar,	1994)	
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NEED	FOR	PRESERVATION	OF	THIRUVANNAMALAI	AREA	AS	A	NATIONAL	HERITAGE	SITE:	

a).	The	detailed	mapping	done	during	1970's	of	10000	Sq,Km.	in	the	then	North	Arcot	and	South	

Arcot	Districts	 and	adjacent	areas,	has	naturally	drawn	 the	attention	of	 renowned	geologists	and	

geochemists	 of	 UK,	 France,	 Germany,	 USA,	 Affican	 Countries	 and	 as	 part	 of	 the	

ILIGS	-	UNESCO	-	IGCP	SCIENTIFIC	PROGRAME	OF	1-11E	PROJECT	"	ARCHAEAN	GEOCHEMISTRY	"	

an	 internationl	 sympassion	 was	 organized	 exposing	 the	 world	 earth	 scientists	 to	 the	

Thiruvannamalai	 Area;	 a	 type	 area	 for	 structural	 mapping	 with	 inputs	 from	 details	 on	 igneous	

(Dyke	 activity),	metamorphic,	migmatitic,	mineralisation	 events.	 Till	 1,970's	 the	 only	 other	 areas	

where	such	detailed	work	had	been	done	were	scottish	Highlands	and	Enn.	6nd.	Naturally	the	work	

done	in	the	area	by	Sugavanam	et	al	(	1977)	won	world	claim	thereby	paving	the	way	for	post	1977	

collaborative	studies	with	inputs	from	the	University	of	Oxford,	Open	university,	IISC,	etc.	

b).	 The	 pan	 two	 pyroxene	 facies	 (granulite	 facies)	 metamorphic	 event	 elated	 around	 2550	

million	years	implies	the	formation	ages	of	the	charnockite	and	spatiaily	related	assemblages	be	of	

older	ages		3000-3200	million	years.	

c).	 The	 younging	 in	 age	 (from	 2500	 -	 2450	 million	 years)	 of	 the	 formations	 in	 the	

Thiruvannmalai	to	Gingee	Section	has	delineated	the	process	of	migmatisation	of	charnockite	and	

associated	granolites	(Thiruvannamaial)	in	phases	culminating	in	the	development	of	Gingee	Pluton	

of	granite-	granodiorite	composition.	

Geological	antiquity	of	the	area	together	with	other	geological	process	details	as	exemplified	by	

Thiruvannamalai	 and	 adjacent	 areas	 necessitate	 the	 preservation	 of	 the	 area	 as	 a	 Heritage	 Site.	

Besides	 being	 a	 place	 of	 spiritual	 pilgirimage.	 the	 planet	 'Earth'	 in	 this	 part	 of	 the	 Southern	

Peninsular	 shield	 has	 kept	 open	 a	 classic/type	 area	 for	mapping	 of	 Archaean	 terrain.	 In	 fact	 the	

Geological	Survey	of	India	has	been	annually	organising	field	tiaining	camp	in	the	area.	It	is	needless	

to	emphasise	that	the	Geoscientific	community/	fraternity	owes	its	gratitude	to	Mother	"	Earth	"	for	

providing	 such	 a	 classic	 area	 for	 studies,	 understanding	 and	 interpretation	 of	 the	 evolutionary	

history	with	its	myriad	details.	

	

T.V.	VISWANATHAN	

Former	Deputy	Director	General	

Geological	Survey	of	India]	

Permanent	Residence	at:	
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8,	Madhavan	St,	

Sundarambal	Nagar,	

Tambaram	Sanatorium,	

Chennai	-	600	047.	

(Res	:	Tel	:	2363174)	

NOTE	 The	 write	 up	 is	 based	 on	 published	 data,	 excursion	 guide	 "	 Geology	 of	 High	 Grade	

gneisses	 -granmulite	 terrians	 (mobile	 belt)	 of	 Tamil	 Nadu	 "	 brought	 out	 in	 connection	 with	 the	

International	symposium	on	"Archaean	Geochemistry"	conducted	at	Hyderabad	during	November	

1977,	and	the	Isotopic	Age	map	of	India,	Published	by	the	Geological	Survey	of	India	during	1989.	
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The	Current	Worldwide	Reach	of	Arunachala	
The	following	documents	show	how	widespread	the	popularity	of	Arunachala	is	among	
devotees	worldwide,	showing	the	general	acknowledgement	among	Hindus	and	non-
Hindus	alike	of	Arunachala	as	a	Divine	Being.	This	adds	to	the	argument	that	it	deserves	
protection	since	it	is	so	universally	regarded	as	a	sacred	site.	



Results	of	searching	on	“Arunachala”-related	terms	on	the	Internet	
This	table	summarizes	results	for	searching	on	terms	related	to	“Arunachala”	on	5	search	engines	using	7	search	term	
combinations.	

	

Search 
engine 

Term for search Mean 
value 

for each 
engine 

Arunachala   Arunachala 
hill 

Arunachala	
experiences 

miracles of 
Arunachala 
 

secret	
Arunachala 

power 
Arunachala 

Arunachala 
songs 

Number of results 
Google 725,000  

1 
 

110,000  
6 

131,000  
4 

58,600  
7 
 

172,000  
2 

168,000  
 3 

115,000  
5 
 

211,371 
 

YAHOO 
 

152,000  
1 
 

33,500 
5 

50,100 
4 

12,300  
7 

22,000  
6 

50,600 
3 

68,200 
2 

55,528 

BING 
 

18,400 
6 

28,300 
3 

18,700 
5 

9,110 
7 

19,000 
4 

40,700 
2 

45,300 
1 

25,644 

YANDEX 53,000 
1 

16,000 
5 

32,000 
3 

5,000 
7 

11,000 
6 

39,000 
2 

22,000 
4 

25,428	

YOUTUBE 
 

3,740 
1 

1,190 

 3 

221 
6 

419 
4 

198	
7 

256 
5 

2,070 
2 

1,156	

mean value 
for each 
search term 
combination 

190,428	
1	

37,798	
6	

46,404	
4	

17,086	
7	

44,840	
5	

59,711	
2	

50,514	
3	

                   
63,825 

	
63,774	

Table 1. Rating of word search combinations for each of the search engines   
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Search engine Rating of search term combinations 

	 1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  6.  7.  

Google Arunachala secret power experiences songs hill Miracles 

YAHOO 
 

Arunachala songs power experiences hill secret Miracles 

BING 
 

songs power hill secret experiences Arunachala Miracles 

YANDEX Arunachala miracles experiences songs hill power secret 

YOUTUBE 
 

Arunachala songs hill miracles power experiences secret 

mean value 
for each search term 
combination 

Arunachala power- songs- experiences secret hill miracles 

Table 2. Rating of search term combinations for each of the search engines 

 

Conclusions: 

• The number of search results count in the tens of thousands. 
• GOOGLE yields more search results than other search engines 
• The search term ‘Arunachala’ yields more search results than other combinations 
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• On average, in all 5 search engines and in 7 search term combinations, the search for “ARUNACHALA” yields more than 
63,000 results. 



	

ARUNACHALA	in	the	media	
This	table	lists	books,	videos,	songs,	and	other	media	products	related	to	Arunachala.	

	

#	 Title	 Link	 Description	
1. 	 Arunachala	

	

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arunachala	 From	Wikipedia,	the	free	encyclopedia	

2. 	 Living	in	the	Embrace	of	Arunachala	 richardarunachala.wordpress.com		 Richard	Clarke,	on	life	in	Tiruvannamalai,	
Arunachala,	and	Indian	Village	Life	

3. 	 Борис	Гребенщиков	-	Путеводитель	по	
Индии	-	Аруначал	

	

http://www.aquarium.ru:8083/misc/india_guide/
arunachal.html	

Famous	Russian	singer	Boris	Grebenshikov	
about	the	Sacred	Hill	

4. 	 Гора	Аруначала,	Сканда-ашрам	и	пещера	
Вирупакша	–	фото	

scriptures.ru/india/tamilnadu/tiruvannamalai/	

arunachala.htm		

Views	of	Arunachala	,Scandashram,	

Virupuksha	Cave	

	

5. 	 The	Arunachala-live	webcam	based	in	
Tiruvannamalai,	India	

www.arunachala-live.com/	-		

	

Live	Web	Camera	on	Mount	Arunachala	
Tiruvannamalai,	South	India	

6. 	 Arunachala	Grace	 arunachalagrace.blogspot.com/	

	

Dedicated	to	sharing	information	and	
experiences	of	sacred,	spiritual	Arunachala	
(at	Tiruvannamalai),	the	premier	Shiva	site	
in	all	India	

7. 	 The	Power	of	Arunachala	 davidgodman.org/asaints/powerofa1.shtml		

	

The	Power	of	Arunachala	

(First	published	in	The	Mountain	Path,	1982,	
pp.	75-84.)	
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#	 Title	 Link	 Description	
By	Michael	James	

8. 	 Гора	Аруначала,	фото	(3)	|	НЕ-2.РУ	|	
Адвайта,	недвойственность	

ne-2.ru/2008/07/02/arunachala.html		 Photos	of	Arunachala	

9. 	 Аруначала	|	Индия/Тамил	
наду/Тируваннамалаи/Аруначала	

http://indonet.ru/category/arunachala	 Stories		of	Russian	people	about	their		visits		
to		Arunachala	

10. 	 Воплощение	Шивы	-	гора	Аруначала	-	
YouTube	

	

www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLepJ-hIoKg	 Максим	Антошин	

Videostory	about	visit	to	Arunachala	by	
Maxim	Antoshin	

11. 	 Аруначала	-	сваямба	Шри	Шивы	

	

http://svayambhu.sacrum.ru/arunachala.htm	 Visit	of	Russain	sahaja	yogis	to	Tiru	and	
Arunachala	

12. 	 Психоделическая	Индия	-	практический	
путеводитель	

http://achababa.ru/ramana.htm	 Acha	Baba	about	Ramana	Maharshi		and	
Arunachala	

13. 	 Om	Arunachala	-	Tiruvannamalai,	Deepam,	
Girivalam	

http://www.omarunachala.com/	 All	information	about	Lord	Arunachala,	
Temple,	Tiru,	Ashram	

	

14. 	 Воплощение	Шивы	-	гора	Аруначала	–	
YouTube	

www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLepJ-hIoKg	 Денис	Бучма	

15. 	 Аруначала	–	в	гостях	у	Шивы	

	

http://hatha-yoga.kiev.ua/arunachala-v-gostyach-
u-shivi	

Денис	Бучма	

16. 	 Arunachala	Dhyanam	 http://vimeo.com/7937822	 from	Jim	Clark	

17. 	 Аруначала.	-	Psylib	 http://psylib.org.ua/books/osbor01/txt06.htm	 A.Osborne.	Ramana	Maharshi	and	the	Path	
of	Self-Knowledge.	Bombay:	BI	Publications	

Chapter	6:	Arunachala	(Russian	translation)	



Establishing	Arunachala	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	–	Related	Documents	

	 	 Page	106	

#	 Title	 Link	 Description	
18. 	 Arunachala	and	Ramana	Maharshi	 http://sri-ramana-maharshi.blogspot.ru/	 David	Godman	

	

19. 	 Тируваннамалай	и	Аруначала	-		 http://www.omkara.ru/photos/arunachala	 Project	OMCARA.RU	

20. 	 Arunachala	:	The	Spiritual	Center	of	the	
world	

http://www.sriramanamaharshi.org/arunachala.h
tml	

Copyright	©	2007	Sri	Ramanasramam.	

21. 	 ARUNACHALA	

Wisdom	of	the	Siddhas	

http://www.agasthiar.org/arunachala/	 Maha	Guru	Agasthiar's	Siddha	Guru	
Parampara	Lineage	

22. 	 Lord	Shiva	Devotional	Song	Arunachala	
Shiva		

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aezqXYjrMKw	 Song:	Arunachala	Shiva	
Artist:	K.	Gururaj	

23. 	 Garland	of	Hymns	to	Arunachala	 http://davidgodman.org/asaints/garland1.shtml	 David			Godman		

24. 	 THE	GREENING	OF	ARUNACHALA	
ARUNACHALA	KATTU	SIVA	PLANTATION	

http://www.rainforestinfo.org.au/projects/india/	

kattu/kattusivaplant.htm	

Apeetha	Arunagiri	on	behalf	of	the	
Arunachala	Kattu	Siva	Plantation	Trust	

25. 	 UM	DEN	ARUNACHALA	HERUM		 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6aOOXUhU6
M	

Video	

26. 	 Начало	формы	

		Конец	формы	

Omkara	~	Into	Your	Heart	Arunachala		

	

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ap98M5T_XQ
U	

Song	by	Omkara	

27. 	 Om	Namah	Shivaya	-	Arunachala	 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0OvkTOoiwE	 Krishna	Das		

	

28. 	 RAMANA	MAHARSHI	-	ARUNACHALA	
SHIVA		

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrk4TbOXBZ8	 Photos	from	the	hill	Arunachala	in	
Tiruvannamalai	where	is	the	
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Ramanashramam	

29. 	 Arunachala	and	the	Ashram	of	Sri	Ramana	
Maharshi	

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0lptX6ZC2c	 Werner	Gabriel	

30. 	 The	Holy	Spirit	of	Arunachala	

	

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lG9Ahhu_kGY	 Music	by	Joy	"Sri	Deva	Ashtottara	Shata	
Namavalih	

31. 	 Arunachala	Siva	 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsM2ZanZ3Q
o	

Rare	and	beautiful	photos	of	the	sacred	hill	
Arunachala,	accompanied	by	traditional	
Indian	Bhajan.	

32. 	 Sri	Arunachala	Akshara-mana-malai	
(	Marital	Garland	of	Letters	)	

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FiUtUNxzXWY	 Aksharamanamalai	with	Tamil	lyrics		

	

33. 	 Shri.	TV	Hariharan	-	Arunachala	Shiva	 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mc6prz9GGSU	 Concert	held	on:	7th	June	2010	

34. 	 Arunachala	~	Tat	Tvam	Asi	 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2zaPUAKo-c	 A	film	to	honor	the	sacred	mountain	
Arunachala.	

35. 	 12	N	Vijay	Siva	arunAchala	siva	akshara	
mani	mAla		

	

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1j_qPrtiuI	 		Loaded	by	Sri	Kamakoti	Sankara		

	

36. 	 Arunachala	Shiva	by	Arunachala-Ramana		 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdN2XeqFJOA	 Photos		and	song	

37. 	 	

Pilgrimage	to	Arunacahala	

http://www.arunachalasamudra.org/	 Arunachala	Samudra	

38. 	 Arunachala	Grace	 http://arunachalagrace.blogspot.ru/	 Arunachala	Grace,	dedicated	to	sharing	
information	and	experiences	of	sacred,	
spiritual	Arunachala;	premier	Shiva	site	in	
all	India	

39. 	 Arunachala	Birds	 http://arunachalabirds.blogspot.ru/	 postings	on	birds	and	animals	spotted	in	this	
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40. 	 Arunachala	Mystic	 http://arunachalamystic.blogspot.ru/	 dedicated	to	sharing	information	about	the	
spiritual,	esoteric	and	mystical	side	of	
Arunachala;	

41. 	 Могущество	Аруначалы	 http://papaji.narod.ru/arunachala/arunachala1.ht
m	

Power	of	Arunachala	

Site	dedicated	to	Papaji	

	

42. 	 Гурутвам	Аруначалы	 http://papaji.narod.ru/arunachala/arunachala2.ht
m	

Arunachala	Sadguru	

Site	dedicated	to	Papaji	

	

43. 	 Arunachala,	Bhagavan	Sri	Ramana	
Maharshi	

http://www.arunachala-ramana.org/	

	

сайт	Грэма	Бойда	

Site	of	Graham	Boyd	

44. 	
	
Гора	Аруначала,	Индия	

	

http://chaos-magic.ru/?id=728	 The	research	of	sacred	place	

Site	of	Avadhuta	

45. 	 Video	of	Arunachala	 http://ramana.vnd.ru/video.htm	 Site	from	sahaja	yogies	

46. 	 Arunachala	Giripradakshina	 http://ariom.ru/forum/t23963.html	 Форумы	Лотоса	

	

47. 	 Гора	Аруначала	 http://www.world-travelers.ru/asia/india/gora-
arunachala.html	

Poyandex	

48. 	 Путешествие	Души	

ПУТЕШЕСТВИЯ	и	СТРАНСТВИЯ,	

http://travelsoul.ru/2012/07/07/arunachala-v-
polnolunie/	

Travelling	notes	from	Наталья	Чайка	
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ВПЕЧАТЛЕНИЯ	и	ФОТО	

49. 	 The	Power	of	Arunachala	 http://bhagavan-
ramana.org/powerofarunachala.html	

First	published	in	The	Mountain	Path,	1982,	
pp.	75-84.)	
	
By	Michael	James	

50. 	 Sri	Ramana	Maharshi's	Hymns	to	
Arunachala	

http://bhagavan-
ramana.org/hymnstoarunachala.html	

All	6	poems	about	Arunachala	

51.  Sri	Ramana	Maharshi's	Beloved	Arunachala	 http://bhagavan-ramana.org/arunachala.html	 from	Bhagavan	Sri	Ramana,	A	Pictorial	
Biography	

52.  Arunachala-Ramana	

	

http://arunachala-ramana.blogspot.ru/	 Posted	by	ramanamayi	

53.  Arthur	Osborne:	Arunachala	 http://www.poetry-
chaikhana.com/O/OsborneArthu/Arunachala.htm	

by	Arthur	Osborne	
(1909	-	1970)	

54.  Аруначала	-	одно	из	основных	мест	
паломничества	в	Индии	

http://www.tiruvannamalai.ru/	 Travelling	guide	to	Arunachala	

55.  	

Ramana	Maharshi	and	the	Sacred	Hill,	
Arunachala	

http://www.cosmicharmony.com/Sp/Ramana/Ra
mana.htm	

Arthur	Osborne,	Ramana	Maharshi	and	the	
Path	of	Self	Knowledge	

56.  ARUNACHALA	SAINTS	 http://davidgodman.org/asaints/asaints.shtml	 David	Godman	

57.  Arunachala	Mountain,	 http://www.tripadvisor.ru/Attraction_Review-
g297674-d2038275-Reviews-
Arunachala_Mountain-Tamil_Nadu.html	

Impressions	of	travellers	

58.  Sri	Arunachala	Stuti	Panchakam	 http://www.happinessofbeing.com/Sri_Arunachal
a_Stuti_Panchakam.pdf	

ArunachalaRamana	Nilayam	

59.  pune	-	goa	-	bangalore	-	arunachala		 http://iamigorgrigorev.livejournal.com/55487.ht
ml	

igor	grigorev	
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60.  Arunachala	Saran	Tours	 http://www.mountainsarantours.com/Arunachala

.html	
Guide	from	Tiruvannamalai	Saran	

61.  Клуб	«Аруначала»	 http://waytoself.ru/arunachala	 Spiritual	Association	of	people	in	St-
Petersburg		

62.  Photos	of	Arunachala	 http://foto.mail.ru/mail/soham/tags	

/%E0%F0%F3%ED%E0%F7%E0%EB%E0	

Photos	made	by	Russian	devotees	

63.  Arunachala	mountain	–	photo	gallery	 http://scriptures.ru/india/tamilnadu/tiruvannam
alai/arunachala_en.htm	

Vitaliy	Pililev	

64.  Indian-American	Arunachala	 http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/201
2-11-16/news/35155346_1_national-flag-
eminent-indian-american-50th-anniversary	

Article	in	the	Economic		Times	

65.  How	to	get	to	Arunachala	from	5	nearby	
airports	

http://www.rome2rio.com/how-to-get-
to/Arunachala	

Guide	

66.  The	Arunachala-Live	Photo	Gallery	 http://www.arunachala-live.com/gallery/	 Powered	by	Coppermine	Photo	Gallery	

67.  Arunachala	live	 http://www.arunachala-live.com/window.html	 	

68.  Sri	Arunachala	Pancharatnam	 http://www.davidgodman.org/rteach/pancharatn
am.shtml	

David	Godman	

69.  THE	GLORY	OF	ARUNACHALA	 http://www.arunachala-
live.com/Glory%20of%20Arunachala.pdf	

M.	C.	Subramanian	

70.  Giri	Pradakshina	 http://www.arunachala-live.com/girivalam.htm	 Ashtalingams		

71.  SRI	ARUNACHALA	PANCHARATNAM	 http://www.davidgodman.org/rteach/Arunachala
%20Pancharatnam%202007-10-2.pdf	

David	Godman	

72.  Garland	of	Hymns	to	Arunachala	 http://davidgodman.org/asaints/garland1.shtml	 David	Godman	

73.  Archive	for	the	‘Arunachala’	Category	 http://richardarunachala.wordpress.com/categor
y/arunachala/	

Richard	Clark	



Establishing	Arunachala	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	–	Related	Documents	

	 	 Page	111	

#	 Title	 Link	 Description	
74.  The	Glory	of	Sri	Arunachala	

Sri	Arunachala	Mahatmya	
http://www.arunachala-
ramana.org/about_arunachala.html	

	

75.  Bhagavan's	Deposition	on	Arunachala	 http://davidgodman.org/rteach/bhagdep1.shtml	 David	Godman	

76.  Ten	Verses	on	Arunachala	 http://www.arunachala-live.com/ten_verses.htm	 	

77.  Одиннадцать	строф	Аруначале	 http://www.ramana-
maharshi.ru/ugolok_sadhaka/odinnadtsat_strof.ht
ml	

Официальный	русский	сайт,	
посвященный	БХАГАВАНУ	ШРИ	РАМАНЕ	
МАХАРШИ	

78.  Пять	драгоценностей	Аруначале	 http://www.ramana-
maharshi.ru/ugolok_sadhaka/pjat_dragocennostej
_arunachale.html	

	

79.  MT.	ARUNACHALA	-	THE	THRONE	OF	
BRAHMA	
UNITY	CONSCIOUSNESS	RETREAT	

http://www.wholisticworldvision.org/tours/arun
achala.html	

WHOLISTIC	WORLD	VISION	

80.  Join	the	Effort	to	Declare	Arunachala	as	a	
World	Heritage	Site	

http://richardarunachala.wordpress.com/2012/0
8/31/join-the-effort-to-declare-arunachala-as-a-
world-heritage-site/	

Richard	Clark	

81.  Arunachala-live	wide-angle	camera	
timelapse	archive	

http://www.arunachala-live.com/timelapse.html	 	

82.  Ашрам	Раманы	Махарши	и	Аруначала		 http://indonet.ru/Rasskaz/Ashram-Ramany-
Maharshi-Arunach	

Volcov	

83.  Раннее	утро	на	Аруначале	и	йаджна	на	
ней	же	днем	

http://www.liveinternet.ru/tags/%E0%F0%F3%
ED%E0%F7%E0%EB%E0/	

	

84.  Arunachala's	lovers	 http://www.facebook.com/pages/Arunachalas-
lovers/180714691963150	

	

85.  The	walking	to	the	top	of	Arunachala	 http://scriptures.ru/india/tamilnadu/tiruvannam
alai/arunachala_top_en.htm	
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86.  Шри	Аруначала	Акшара-мана-малай	 http://ramana-

maharshi.ru/ugolok_sadhaka/music_stranica/arun
achala_shiva.html	

Ramana	Maharshi	

87.  The	Arunachala	Library	 http://www.arunachala-lib.com/ENG/about.html	 a	bookstore	specialized	in	personal	growth,	
spirituality,	

88.  Arunachala	and	the	Inner	Path	 http://richardarunachala.wordpress.com/guide-
to-this-blog/arunachala-and-the-inner-path/	

Richard	Clark	

89.  к	Священной	горе	Аруначала	 http://cosmoenergy.ru/photo7_rus.htm	 photos	

90.  Arunachala	Shiva	 http://conscious-
websites.com/arunachalashiva/en/index.php	

Commentaries	on		
Sri	Ramana	Maharishi's	Teachings		
Who	Am	I?	

91.  Аруначала,	полнолуние	 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SgunAjQ41IQ	 Depam	

92.  Аруначала	Шива,	2011		 http://inyoga.ru/sobitiya/past/arunachala-
shiva.html	

photos	

93.  Индийские	зарисовки	 http://yogapower.wordpress.com/tag/%D0%B0
%D1%80%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%87%
D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%B0/	

Олег	Маслов,	

94.  Arunachala	(music)	 http://vpleer.ru/index.php?q=arunachala	 	

95.  The	Secret	of	Arunachala,	Henri	Le	Saux	 http://monasticdialog.com/a.php?id=106	 Book	Review	

Fr.	James	Conner	

96.  Mt.	Arunachala	devastated	by	forest	fire	 http://www.demotix.com/news/1166272/mt-
arunachala-devastated-forest-fire-
tiruvannamalai#media-1166206	

The	Network	for	Freelance	Photojournalists	

97.  A	Marital	Garland	of	Letters	
for	Sri	Arunachala	

http://www.arunachala-live.com/108_verses.htm	 Invocation	by	Poet	Muruganar	

98.  Arunachala,	a	geological	view	 http://arunachala-live.com/wordpress/?p=1754	 French	Institute	Research	studies	on	
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Tiruvannamalai	and	Ramana’s	Arunachala	

99.  Arunachala	Vedas	 http://www.arunachalavedas.org/about.html	 ARUNACHALA	SADHANA	CHARITABLE	
TRUST	

100.  Arunachala	Grace	 http://arunachalagrace.blogspot.ru/2012/05/fire
s-on-arunachala.html	

	

	



	

Julia	Watson	(conservation	architect)	notes	from	visit	to	Tiruvannamalai	
	

January	2014	

	

ARUNACHALA	ASSESSMENT	
Two	immediate	issues	face	the	proposal	for	the	Arunachala	WH	site;	development	and	

environmental	degradation	leading	to	desecration	of	the	sacred	hill.	Issues	will	arise	after	

WH	status	is	attained	will	include	how	to	govern	the	WH,	the	ongoing	environmental	

conservation,	planning	and	facilities	for	increased	visitor	numbers	and	an	equitable	

funding	model.	Attaining	WH	status	without	a	plan	to	deal	with	these	issues	will	exacerbate	

existing	problems	and	speed	up	the	process	of	desantification	of	the	sacred	lands	the	World	

Heritage	status	is	trying	to	protect.	

	

Possible	Narrative	
What	is	the	hook	that	will	get	people	to	stand	behind	the	World	Heritage	as	both	a	way	to	

protect	the	sacredness	and	the	ecology	of	Arunachala?	

	

1.	Both	the	sacredness	and	the	ecology	of	Arunachala	are	threatened.	A	World	Heritage	

nomination	needs	to	protect	both	of	these	innate	features	of	the	site.	This	can	be	done	by	

careful	planning	and	visitor	education.	The	problems	that	will	be	faced	by	Arunachala	are	a	

problem	of	combining	the	old	with	the	new;	ancient	sacred	lands	with	the	inevitability	of	

development.	How	to	tap	in	to	the	Indian	psyche	to	make	people	care	about	the	sacredness	

and	the	ecology,	which	is	also	being	threatened.	Reference	back	to	Animism	religion	that	

was	merged	into	Hinduism,	which	worshipped	nature	to	add	environmental	ethic	to	

narrative.	

This	introduces	sacredness	and	ecology	and	draws	on	the	analogy	of	Arunachala	WH	site	

merging	the	sacredness	of	the	old	synthesizing	rather	than	conflicting	with	the	

development	of	the	new	to	arrive	at	a	plan	for	sustainable	management	of	the	WH	site.	Is	

there	a	concept	that	already	exists	that	could	be	drawn	upon?	(Needs	development)	

	

2.	Consider	the	time-scale	of	the	management	plan	–	50	years	or	500	years?	

	

3.	Quote	from	Ramana	related	to	Machu	Picchu	being	the	opposite	pole	to	Aranuchala.	This	

seems	like	a	loose	association	but	could	be	used	as	an	intro.	

	

Immediate	Recommendations	
• Decide upon the boundary of the WH. This doesn’t have to be one site but can be a 

number of discrete sites ie. the Main Temple, the Kora pathway and Forest Reserve, 
additional sites in surrounding landscape 

• Propose the structure for a local and international Governing Body to democratically 
oversee the WH site. Is this government or is this non-profit? 

• Propose integration of Touring and Ticketing App for visitor education and to direct 
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funds and information to the Governing Body to assist with management. This system 
would need a checkpoint that would be the beginning of the Kora and the location for a 
kiosk to sync data.	Could	this	be	the	Temple? 

	
Queries	related	to	Existing	Conditions	

• Are there plans for future growth around Arunachala by the local gov? 
• Is there aquifer depletion possibly caused by illegal wells? 
• Are there alternative sources of income for farmers such as collectives or cooperatives 

related to natural resources to limit dependence on agriculture and deterfrom selling of 
farms to developers? 

• What are the plans for the squatter settlements on government lands? 
• Are there any sacred cosmological systems associated with the site? 

	

Queries	Related	to	Future	Growth	
• Is there a plan for revenue collection in the World Heritage site? 
• Who would be involved in a new governance structure? 
• Who is the minster involved in the submission of the nomination? 
• Who is the Minister involved once WH status and designs for the landscape are approved. 

ie. Which Minster will oversee construction of facilities?  
• Is there protection of habitat of medicinal herbs and trees on the mountain?  
• Is there protection of overland flow paths and ephemeral stream corridors? 

	

New	Development	Threats	to	be	added	to	Existing	Document	
• Aquifer depletion from 20ft to 300ft – possibly caused by illegal wells 
• Closure of the Inner Kora due to forest fires - possibly related to clearing of agricultural 

land 
	
Information	to	Request	

• Historic	Maps	and	Current	Maps	

• Aerial	photos	and	ground	level	photos	of	landscape	

• Historic	photos	

• Historical	and	Cultural	Sites,	Archeological	sites	and	dates,	Important	Viewsheds,	

Sacred	boundaries	

• Topographic	Information	of	site	and	region	

• Hydrological	survey:	Legal	and	illegal	wells,	aquifer,	rainfall,	surface	and	subsurface	

• flows-	ephemeral	stream	corridors,	springs	water	bodies	

• Geological	Information	(preferably	GIS	data):	surface	and	sub-surface	soils	and	

Geomorphology	survey	(this	should	be	available	publicly)	

• Fauna:	Ecological	survey	faunal	habitats,	threatened	communities,	migratory	

patterns	

• Flora:	Grasslands,	woodlands,	agriculture,	Crops,	Farms,	Markets	

• Conservation	areas	and	Reserves,	Ashram	lands	

• Land	Use:	Zoning,	Jurisdictions,	Future	Development	Plans,	court	documents	of	

previous	proposals	for	preservation,	Building	footprints	

• Regional	demographics	and	economics,	visitor	numbers	
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• Regional	Transportation:	Surface	and	air	transportation	

• Regional	Services:	Waste,	Energy,	communication	


