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Why	Put	Arunachala	Under	Protection	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site?	
The	land	around	Arunachala	is	under	intense	development	pressure.	Land	prices	and	the	
demand	for	land	and	housing	has	been	increasing	in	Tiruvannamalai,	due	to	the	influx	of	
devotees	who	wish	to	settle	there	(especially	wealthy	foreigners	willing	to	pay	high	prices).	
This	has	been	going	on	for	some	time	now,	and	it	is	a	reflection	of	the	global	popularity	of	
Bhagavan	Sri	Ramana	Maharshi	and	his	Advaita	Vedanta	teaching,	the	mysterious	power	of	
Arunachala	to	draw	devotees	to	itself,	and	the	popularity	of	Sri	Ramanasramam	as	a	
pilgrimage	destination	for	devotees	worldwide.	There	are	also	a	number	of	other	spiritual	
teachers	who	have	established	ashrams,	communities,	or	temporary	gathering	points	there.		
Adding	to	the	pressure	from	the	devotee	community,	Tiruvannamalai	has	also	turned	into	a	
“spiritual	tourist”	destination,	a	place	where	casual	seekers	or	merely	the	curious	come	and	
stay	as	a	social	gathering	place.	These	visitors	are	evident	in	the	many	cafes	that	have	
sprung	up	in	town,	especially	near	Sri	Ramanasramam.	A	large	and	profitable	short-term	
housing	industry	has	built	up	in	Tiruvannamalai	to	accommodate	their	housing	needs.	
The	visitors	from	all	of	these	sources	has	been	increasing	steadily.	And	it	increases	
dramatically	during	the	full	moon,	when	lakhs	of	devotees	converge	on	Arunachala	to	do	
Giripradakshina.	
Prices	for	land	and	housing	in	Tiruvannamalai	are	proportional	to	their	distance	from	
Arunachala;	the	closer	one	gets,	the	higher	the	price.	Clear	views	of	the	Hill	from	afar	also	
fetch	high	prices,	but	proximity	reigns.	This	is	due	to	the	fact	that	many	devotees	
experience	stronger	spiritual	vibrations	(punya,	shakti,	etc.)	the	closer	they	are	to	the	Hill,	
and	want	to	be	physically	close	to	it	so	as	to	mirror	the	closeness	they	feel	in	their	hearts.		
All	of	the	above	creates	an	economic	incentive	for	owners	of	open	land	to	sell	and	
developers	to	buy	and	build,	thus	increasing	the	population	density	as	close	as	possible	to	
Arunachala.	This	is	spoiling	the	natural	environment	and	peacefulness	of	the	place.	This	
trend	has	the	potential	to	dramatically	change	the	landscape	in	the	same	way	that	
Arunachala	has	been	stripped	of	some	of	its	vegetation	over	the	years	by	locals	seeking	
firewood	and	thatching	for	houses,	grazing	by	goats	and	other	animals,	unlawful	fire	
burning	for	rituals,	etc.	Arunachala	does	not	seem	to	be	currently	under	any	special	
preservation	status	by	the	Tamil	Nadu	or	national	government	other	than	the	fact	that	it	is	
apparently	designated	as	a	Reserve	Forest	area	(see	
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protected_areas_of_Tamil_Nadu).	
There	are	currently	no	controls	on	private	land	owners	(mostly	farmers)	selling	their	land	
to	developers.	This	is	becoming	a	significant	issue	along	the	Giripradakshina	Road.	This	
road	is	now	lined	with	buildings	which	often	obstruct	one’s	view	of	the	Hill	and	can	destroy	
the	peaceful	experience	of	doing	Giripradakshina	in	a	natural	setting.	Planning	restrictions,	
particularly	on	privately	held	land	inside	the	Giripradakshina	Road,	are	a	top	priority	if	
remaining	open	land	around	the	base	of	the	Hill	is	to	be	preserved.	
Another	factor,	which	is	inevitable	for	almost	any	location	on	earth	that	is	habitable	by	
humans,	is	that	habitable	land	is	at	a	premium.	India	is	certainly	no	exception,	due	to	its	
high	economic	and	population	growth.	Arunachala	is	steadily	being	encroached	on	all	sides	
by	a	combination	of	local	farmers	expanding	their	fields,	villagers	homesteading/squatting	
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by	building	their	huts	on	unused	land	or	wherever	it	is	convenient	(a	common	problem	in	
India),	and	merchants	setting	up	shops.	Spiritual	organizations	have	been	adding	
significantly	to	this	problem	in	recent	years	by	building	many	ashrams	and	temples	closer	
and	closer	to	the	base	of	the	Hill.	
All	of	this	development	of	open	land	and	encroachment	has	other	effects	beyond	simply	
destroying	the	visual	effect	of	the	natural	setting	through	the	appearance	of	buildings	and	
cultivated	crop	land;	it	contributes,	through	land	clearing,	to	the	deforestation	of	
Arunachala.	Deforestation	has	serious	consequences	not	just	for	the	natural	beauty	of	the	
place,	but	also	for	water	availability	in	the	local	area.	The	water	table	in	Tiruvannamalai	is	
experiencing	a	growing	net	decrease	due	partly	to	the	inability	of	the	Hill	to	capture	and	
retain	water.	If	Arunachala	were	properly	forested,	the	soil	on	it	would	act	like	a	sponge	
and	retain	rainwater	better,	so	that	the	water	table	could	remain	at	sustainable	levels.	It	
would	also	prevent	flood	damage.	Housing	developments	also	have	the	potential	to	re-
route	water	runoff	from	the	Hill	so	that	it	cannot	reach	the	tanks	and	lake	beds.	
There	is	some	question	as	to	the	availability	of	water	on	the	northwest	side	of	the	Hill,	near	
or	inside	of	the	Giripradakshina	path.	Many	exploratory	wells	that	are	drilled	there	
nowadays,	even	down	to	300	feet,	turn	up	dry.	The	water	table	seems	to	be	steadily	
dropping.	Currently	there	are	no	water	meters	on	the	well	pumps	that	irrigate	farmers’	
fields	at	the	base	of	the	Hill;	they	were	taken	off	under	political	pressure	some	years	ago,	
essentially	providing	free	water	to	these	farmers.	No	politician	now	dares	to	challenge	this	
status	quo	and	attempt	to	put	the	meters	back	on	these	pumps	and	force	the	farmers	to	pay	
for	their	water.	There	is	now	an	accusation	that	this	water	free-for-all	has	led	to	
indiscriminate	use	of	water,	draining	the	water	table	much	more	quickly	than	it	would	if	
farmers	were	forced	to	budget	their	water	use,	and	limiting	the	amount	of	water	in	private	
wells.	
Some	residential	developers	are	finding	ways	to	get	around	the	lack	of	water	in	private	
wells	associated	with	their	particular	property.	They	are	doing	this	by	routing	water	
(illegally	in	some	cases)	from	municipal	wells.	All	of	these	water	problems	could	provide	a	
natural	damper	on	development	in	the	northwest	sector	of	the	Hill,	where	unbridled	
development	is	most	rampant.	
Fire	suppression	and	prevention	is	also	an	important	issue,	especially	after	the	epidemic	of	
forest	fires	that	devastated	the	mountain	in	2012.		Currently	each	year	fire	volunteers	clear	
14Km	of	firebreaks	on	the	mountain.	Resources	and	training	are	needed	to	give	fire	fighters	
a	more	ecologically	sound	way	to	fight	fires	than	by	ripping	off	branches	of	nearby	trees	
and	beating	the	fire	with	the	branch.	
There	are	at	least	3	organizations	that	are	addressing	deforestation	issues	on	Arunachala:	

• Annamalai	Reforestation	Society	(http://www.ars-india.org/whatis.htm)	

• Arunachala	Greening	(http://www.arunachalagreening.com)	

• Forest	Way	(http://www.theforestway.org/)		
All	of	these	organizations	are	trying	to	reverse	the	deforestation	through	planting,	
education,	fighting	fires,	etc.,	but	they	are	not	in	a	position	to	deal	with	land	encroachment	
or	stem	the	tide	of	development	of	privately	owned	land.	Their	mission	is	merely	to	
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prevent	deforestation,	suppress	fires,	and	restore	vegetation.	Nevertheless,	this	mission	
and	the	involvement	of	these	organizations	are	central	to	this	effort,	in	terms	of	the	scope	
of	conservation	issues	that	need	to	be	addressed.	
The	land	on	and	around	Arunachala	is	controlled	by	two	authorities.		The	eastern	slope	
(encompassing	a	settlement	often	referred	to	as	Pavala	Kundru	(“Coral	Hills”	in	English))	is	
controlled	by	the	Revenue	Department		(through	the	District	Collector’s	office,	a	state	
government	entity)	in	conjunction	with	the	Arunachaleswara	Temple	(the	details	of	this	
arrangement	are	not	known	to	us).	The	rest	of	the	hill	is	under	control	of	the	Forest	
Department	(under	the	District	Forest	Officer,	who	serves	under	both	the	State	and	Central	
Governments) as	a	protected	Reserve	Forest.	In	addition,	there	are	fairly	large	areas	of	
private	land	(mostly	farms)	around	Adiannamalai,	extending	to	the	foot	of	the	Hill.	These	
include	the	Nityananda	Ashram	(next	to	Kannapa	temple)	right	beyond	where	the	Kaanchi	
Road	joins	the	Outer	Pradakshina	Road.	Most	of	this	remains	as	farmland	or	quite	large	
ashram	lands	(Suddhananda	and	Shantimalai	both	have	big	holdings,	as	do	the	TVS	family).	
However	there	are	already	big	plotted	areas	next	to	Adiannamalai	village,	and	an	area	
extending	up	towards	the	Hill	just	after	the	Kaanchi	Road.	
In	July	2013,	a	plan	to	put	the	Hill	lands	under	control	of	the	Forest	Department	began	to	
be	implemented.	The	District	Collector	was	supposed	to	hand	authority	of	Revenue	
Department	lands	to	the	Forest	Officer.		This	would	have	meant	that	this	land	would	enjoy	
strict	legal	protection	as	a	Reserve	Forest	area.		Both	the	District	Forest	Officer	and	
Revenue	Collector	who	had	planned	this	handoff	of	authority	were	transferred	out	of	
Tiruvannamalai	before	it	was	fully	implemented,	however.	How	things	will	now	play	out	is	
unclear.	
Squatting	and	development	on	Revenue	Department-controlled	land	is	not	legal,	but	this	
has	not	been	enforced.	Estimates	of	the	number	of	households	on	this	land	now	range	from	
6,000	–	22,000	households	(with	estimates	of	the	number	of	individual	people	involved	
reaching	up	to	80,000).	
Various	efforts	by	Ramanasramam	devotees	and	others	to	enforce	preservation	of	
Arunachala	in	recent	times	have	not	met	with	much	success.	In	the	late	1990’s,	an	Indian	
National	Government	action	initiated	by	BJP	members	did	manage	to	take	some	
enforcement	actions,	which	increased	the	political	tension	and	polarization	between	the	
Arunachaleswara	Temple	and	Ramanasramam	on	the	one	side	and	land	developers	and	
squatters	on	the	other	side.	T.V.	Chandramouli	of	Sri	Ramanasramam	led	efforts	starting	in	
1998	to	enforce	rules	against	the	illegal	squatting	of	villagers	on	Arunachala	land,	moving	
the	case	through	the	court	system	up	to	the	Madras	High	Court,	then	ultimately	appealed	to	
the	Supreme	Court	in	2001.	See	details	of	this	case	in	The	Maharshi	newsletter	article	
“Protecting	Sri	Arunachala	–	the	Legal	Efforts”	at	
http://www.arunachala.org/newsletters/2000/nov-dec#article.3.	See	also	a	summary	of	
the	court	cases	at	http://www.arunachalasamudra.org/envconcerns.html	
An	"Arunachalam	Committee"	was	approved	by	the	Madras	High	Court	as	an	outcome	of	
the	case	at	that	time.	The	Committee	set	forth	29	recommendations	in	a	report.	These	
included:	
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• Prohibition	against	new	construction	on	the	Hill	and	its	base	(i.e.,	starting	with	the	
Giripradakshina	Road)	

• Removal	of	illegal	construction	on	the	Hill	and	its	base	

• Reforestation	and	environmental	measures	

• Preservation	of	water	bodies	
The	above	article	in	The	Maharshi	describing	the	Committee	report	says	that:	

The	report	called	for	protection	under	the	Ancient	Monuments	and	
Archaeological	Sites	Protection	Act	and	for	declaration	of	the	Hill,	the	Path,	
the	Temple	and	Town	as	national	heritage	sites	and	ultimately	as	World	
Heritage	Sites...The	State	Government	agreed	not	to	construct	on	the	land	
owned	by	it	in	the	area	between	the	Path	and	the	Hill	but	was	against	an	
absolute	ban	on	privately-owned	areas.	With	regard	to	removal	of	illegal	
construction	it	stated	that	large	scale	removal	was	difficult	and	may	lead	to	
law-and-order	problems.	With	regard	to	the	plea	that	the	entire	Path,	and	the	
land	between	the	Path	and	the	Hill	be	so	protected,	it	stated	that	the	
excessive	construction	which	had	taken	place	on	this	area	would	prevent	it	
from	being	declared	a	national	monument.	(This	is	ironic,	because	it	was	the	
Government's	duty	in	the	first	place	to	prevent	such	construction.)	

The	case	remained	under	litigation	until	July	2005.	At	that	time,	under	intense	local	
pressure,	T.V.	Chandramouli	(the	plaintiff)	settled	the	case,	accepting	an	affidavit	from	the	
Commissioner	of	Tiruvannamalai	Municipality	setting	forth	how	he	would	enforce	the	
Committee’s	rules,	including	a	ban	on	new	construction.	Unfortunately,	many	of	the	items	
in	this	affidavit	have	not	been	implemented.	This	is	not	helped	by	the	fact	that	retired	
Justice	Venkataswami,	who	was	appointed	to	enforce	the	terms	of	the	settlement,	has	
passed	away.	See	Appendix	D	for	a	description	of	the	text	of	the	affidavit	in	this	case.	
Perhaps	the	most	important	part	of	the	affidavit	is	on	pages	11	and	12.	It	states	that	there	
will	be	strict	following	of	planning	restrictions	and	that	those	not	adhering	to	them	would	
be	removed.	However,	it	does	not	mention	what	those	planning	restrictions	are	and	who	is	
responsible	for	them	(other	than	stating	earlier	that	the	Collector	is	the	supreme	authority	
on	these	matters).	There	is	a	fair	chance	that	many	of	the	new	constructions	do	not	have	
the	correct	planning	permissions,	as	these	are	routinely	ignored,	but	if	someone	has	been	
granted	permission	then	they	are	not	personally	in	violation	of	anything.		The	issue	then	
becomes	getting	the	District	Collector	to	formally	state	a	coherent	planning	strategy	for	
Tiruvannamalai.	Apparently	there	isn't	one	currently.	
There	is	a	possibility	that	new	litigants	could	reopen	this	case	if	the	enforcement	measures	
outlined	in	the	Commissioner’s	affidavit	can	be	demonstrated	to	be	no	longer	in	place	(and	
clearly	many	of	them	are	not).	There	is	a	question	here	of	whether	the	case	must	be	
reopened	by	the	original	litigants	or	can	be	opened	by	new	litigants,	and	if	the	latter,	what	
the	extent	of	their	stake	in	the	matter	must	be.	
The	advantage	of	having	this	history	of	legal	actions	in	place	are	threefold:	
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1. It	sets	a	baseline	of	preservation	measures	that	have	been	considered	in	the	past	as	
acceptable	and	reasonable	by	a	government	authority	(the	Commissioner)	

2. Any	further	litigation	does	not	have	to	start	from	zero	in	the	legal	process,	it	may	
just	require	reactivation	of	existing	orders.	

3. The	court	orders	and	affidavit	can	be	used	to	substantiate	and	provide	a	history	of	
past	preservation	efforts	to	UNESCO	

Although	such	legal	pressure	could	be	important	in	directing	local	government	to	take	
enforcement	actions,	those	familiar	with	this	situation	that	the	only	authority	that	can	truly	
take	effective	action	at	this	point	is	the	Tamil	Nadu	state	government,	which	is	why	the	case	
for	nominating	Arunachala	for	WHS	status	was	initially	made	(without	success	so	far)	to	
Tamil	Nadu	Chief	Minister	Jayalalithaa.		
One	political	complication	in	all	of	this	is	that	the	ruling	party	in	Tamil	Nadu	and	their	lead	
Chief	Minister	Jayalalithaa	belong	to	the	AIADMK	political	party,	but	Tiruvannamalai	is	
ruled	by	the	DMK	political	party.	These	two	parties	are	arch	rivals.	And	neither	one	of	them,	
in	the	past,	have	been	particularly	interested	in	taking	up	Hindu	religious	causes.	It	remains	
to	be	seen	whether	the	BJP	(voted	in	as	the	majority	party	in	the	2014	elections)	will	take	
up	the	cause	of	Arunachala	World	Heritage	Site	status.	According	to	their	Hindu	nationalist	
principles,	it	seems	likely	that	they	would	be	supportive;	they	are	already	officially	
registering	“Likes”	for	the	Arunachala	World	Heritage	Site	Facebook	site.	Their	presence	in	
Tiruvannamalai	is	growing.	
Efforts	to	curb	development	and	settlements	around	Arunachala	came	to	a	head	in	2012.	
Richard	Clarke	reports	in	his	June	2012	blog	
(http://richardarunachala.wordpress.com/2012/05/25/removal-of-squatters-from-
temple-land-in-tiruvannamalai/)	that	people	living	on	the	eastern	slope	were	at	risk	of	
having	to	vacate	their	homes.	This	includes	every	structure	west	of	the	main	road	that	goes	
just	west	of	the	temple.	People	were	under	risk	of	being	forcibly	removed	from	their	homes	
by	the	government,	with	the	buildings	torn	down.		
See	also	the	2012	news	article	at	http://www.thehindu.com/news/states/tamil-
nadu/article3355507.ece.	As	this	article	states,	an	enforcement	effort	was	initiated	by	the	
Madras	High	Court,	based	on	a	complaint	from	the	district	president	of	the	Indu	Makkal	
Katchi,	Tiruvannamalai	against	one	of	the	encroachers.	The	article	paints	the	encroachers	
as	“land	grabbers”	who	are	“encroaching	on	the	Hill	in	the	garb	of	godmen”,	since	part	of	
the	structure	that	the	encroacher	created	was	a	small	temple	(the	main	part	was	a	lodge).	
The	court	directed	the	Tamil	Nadu	state	government	to	“take	immediate	steps	to	remove	
encroachments…”,	saying	that	local	authorities	have	done	nothing	to	remove	encroachers,	
in	accordance	with	the	law.	
Removing	squatters	on	government	land	would	be	a	huge	undertaking	and	it	would	take	a	
long	time.	It	would	involve	a	huge	social	upheaval	in	Tiruvannamalai	since	it	involves	so	
many	people,	and	there	does	not	seem	to	be	any	plan	to	relocate	these	people.	This	is	a	
complex	issue	with	strong	feelings	involved,	as	you	can	see	by	the	lively	debate	in	the	posts	
in	response	to	Richard	Clarke’s	blog	mentioned	earlier.	A	compromise	solution	has	been	
suggested	that	buildings	be	torn	down	after	the	owner	passes	away.	
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It	is	not	yet	clear	how	this	transfer	of	control	will	translate	into	enforcement	actions.	There	
is	a	possibility	that	enforcement	actions	will	become	tied	up	in	the	courts	and	take	many	
years	to	resolve	or	may	never	really	be	resolved.	In	any	case,	allowing	those	living	there	to	
stay	(who	now	have	an	infrastructure	built	by	the	government	to	provide	them	electricity,	
water,	paved	streets,	etc.)	seems	like	the	sensible,	realistic,	and	compassionate	route.	It	was	
up	to	the	government	to	curb	the	squatting	from	the	beginning.	They	have	not	only	allowed	
it	to	grow,	they	have	actually	encouraged	it	by	supporting	the	building	of	infrastructure.	It	
seems	like	it	is	just	too	late	now	to	undo	all	of	this.		
Furthermore,	the	squatter	neighborhoods	actually	may	be	having	a	smaller	impact	on	the	
environment	than	the	housing	developments	that	are	going	on	around	town	and	devouring	
countless	acres	of	farmland.	If	squatter	houses	were	removed,	a	huge	scar	would	be	left	on	
the	eastern	slope	of	the	Hill	through	demolition,	debris,	etc.	At	the	same	time,	another	area	
of	countryside	would	have	to	be	razed	to	make	new	houses	for	the	displaced	people	
somewhere	else,	destroying	a	community	in	the	process.	
The	above	issue	with	encroachments	covers	the	south	and	east	slopes	of	Arunachala,	from	
Pachaiamman	Koil	to	Sri	Ramanasramam.	However,	it	does	not	include	farmer,	squatter,	
and	developer	encroachments	on	the	west	and	north	sides	of	the	Hill.	Although	legal	
controls	on	encroaching	on	Forest	Department	land	are	strict,	there	have	been	changes	to	
the	Giripradakshina	Inner	Path	on	the	northwest	side	of	the	Hill	caused	by	apparent	
encroachment	of	farmers.	
This	issue	is	now	not	so	relevant	since	the	Inner	Path	is	closed.	On	August	10,	2012,	the	
Inner	Path	was	banned	by	the	Forest	Department	due	to	fires	(it	was	still	closed	as	of	
February	15,	2015).	There	is	no	official	word	on	how	long	this	closure	will	be	in	effect.	
Barriers	have	been	erected	at	many	of	the	access	points	to	the	path.	The	following	are	
sources	of	information	about	the	closing	of	the	Inner	Path:	

• Article	in	The	Hindu	August	10,	2012:	“Inner	path	on	hill	out	of	bounds	for	
‘girivalam’”	at	http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-
tamilnadu/article3748817.ece	

• Richard	Clarke’s	blog	“Breaking	News:	Arunachala	Inner	Path	Pradakshina	banned	
by	Forest	Department”	at	
http://richardarunachala.wordpress.com/2012/08/10/breaking-news-arunachala-
inner-path-pradakshina-banned-by-forest-department/	

• Richard	Clarke’s	blog	“Breaking	News:	Building	Barriers	Now	to	Stop	Arunachala	
Inner	Path	Pradakshina”	at	
http://richardarunachala.wordpress.com/2012/08/11/breaking-news-building-
barriers-now-to-stop-arunachala-inner-path-pradakshina/	

• Richard	Clarke’s	blog	“Inner	Path	Closure”	at	
http://richardarunachala.wordpress.com/2013/03/21/arunachala-inner-path-
closure/	

• Facebook	page	discussion	at	
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10202699939397994&set=a.5001697
558582.2195814.1184118079&type=3&theater	
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The	encroachments	on	the	Hill	have	been	visible	for	a	number	of	years	now	by	those	who	
walk	the	Outer	Path	for	Giripradakshina,	but	they	are	have	also	affected	the	Inner	Path.	
Devotees	who	were	doing	Giripradakshina	on	the	Inner	Path	for	years	witnessed	the	slow	
but	sure	advance	of	encroachments.	This	encroachment	reached	a	milestone	in	2012,	
whereby	a	land	claim	was	made	and	a	fence	was	erected	across	the	Inner	Path	in	the	open	
area	on	the	west	side	of	Arunachala.	Farmers	have	also	created	a	large	irrigation	bund	
there.	The	full	story	is	available	at	Richard	Clarke’s	blog	at	
http://richardarunachala.wordpress.com/2012/06/12/breaking-news-new-fence-will-
block-arunachalas-inner-path/.	There	is	another	area	near	Pachaiamman	Koil	that	is	being	
fenced	off	(as	of	November	2012),	blocking	the	path.	
The	problem	was	temporarily	solved	by	rerouting	the	Inner	Path,	but	this	recent	fence	may	
be	merely	the	bellwether	for	what	is	to	come.	Eventually,	if	this	trend	is	not	stopped,	the	
land	at	the	base	of	Arunachala,	even	possibly	extending	part	way	up	the	slope,	will	be	
privately	owned	and	fenced	off,	with	no	access	for	devotees	who	wish	to	do	Inner	Path	
Giripradakshina	(assuming	that	the	Inner	Path	will	be	reopened	at	some	point).	And	it	may	
only	be	a	matter	of	time	before	farmland	is	sold	and	development	of	buildings	takes	place	
in	this	area,	to	the	point	where	there	are	houses	and	hotels	there.	
Until	the	Inner	Path	was	closed,	the	Inner	Path	encroachments	were	the	most	urgent	short-
term	preservation	problem	for	many	devotees	because	they	were	already	making	Inner	
Path	Giripradakshina	more	difficult	and	considerably	less	peaceful.	Bhagavan	Sri	Ramana	
prescribed	Giripradakshina	on	either	the	Inner	or	Outer	Path	for	worship	of	Arunachala;	
many	preferred	the	Inner	Path	for	its	natural	beauty,	breathtaking	views,	and	intimacy	
with	the	Hill.	The	Inner	Path	is	very	old,	and	dates	from	well	before	Bhagavan	Sri	Ramana's	
time,	although	he	popularized	it	in	modern	times.	There	are	countless	stories	(thrilling	to	
devotees)	of	Him	taking	groups	of	His	devotees	on	Inner	Path	Giripradakshina.	
Clearly,	the	Inner	Path	was	one	of	the	real	jewels	of	Arunachala,	both	for	devotees	and	
visitors	alike.		Degradation	of	the	area	around	this	path,	assuming	it	will	be	reopened,	will	
surely	be	a	loss	to	the	whole	community,	and	will	lessen	the	attraction	of	the	Hill	as	a	
pilgrimage	or	tourist	destination.		
There	also	has	been	a	growing	personal	safety	issue	with	the	Inner	Path.	Women	have	been	
attacked	on	it	in	recent	years.	This	raises	the	issue	of	the	need	for	policing	of	the	Inner	path	
(and	perhaps	even	the	Outer	Path	to	some	degree,	especially	at	night).	
As	stated	earlier,	in	order	to	properly	preserve	the	beauty	and	sanctity	of	Arunachala,	the	
growth	of	land	development	(for	both	buildings	and	agriculture)	and	squatting	around	it	
(including	by	shopkeepers)	needs	to	be	frozen	where	it	is	and	not	allowed	to	progress	any	
further.	This	is	mostly	a	planning	and	zoning	issue	rather	than	a	squatting	issue.	It	requires	
that	some	control	be	implemented	over	planning	permissions	and	that	there	be	a	coherent	
policy	of	where	the	town	should	be	growing	(i.e.	not	right	around	or	onto	the	Hill).	
This	is	not	going	to	be	easy.	It	is	important	that	some	sort	of	permanent	protection	status	is	
conferred	on	the	Hill	sooner	rather	than	later,	with	strict	rules,	enforcement,	and	
monitoring	to	prevent	against	further	development	and	encroachment	of	all	kinds.	
Commercial	and	private	land	interests	have	been	too	strong,	and	efforts	by	local,	state,	and	
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national	government	have	been	too	variable	and	non-committal	to	provide	a	permanent,	
stable	solution.	They	need	help	from	an	independent,	international	authority.	That	
authority	is	UNESCO.	
There	are	four	categories	of	preservation	problems	for	Arunachala	that	UNESCO	needs	to	
address,	as	described	above	in	this	section:	

1. Residential	and	commercial	construction	of	buildings	on	the	Hill	
2. Squatting	on	the	Hill	(i.e.,	building	of	semi-permanent	thatched	roof	homes)	
3. Agricultural	development	of	land	around	or	on	the	Hill	that	would	prevent	devotees	

from	being	able	to	do	Inner	Path	Giripradakshina	once	it	reopens	
4. Deforestation	and	general	environmental	degradation	of	the	Hill	

The	methods	for	addressing	each	of	these	will	be	varied,	but	they	will	require	a	
coordinated,	consistent,	sustained,	unified	effort,	which	the	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	
program	can	help	provide.	

What	are	the	Proposed	Boundaries	of	the	World	Heritage	Site?	
The	question	of	what	constitutes	the	actual	World	Heritage	Site	(i.e.,	land	subject	to	
UNESCO	preservation	measures)	is	a	central	issue.	This	will	need	to	be	clearly	defined	at	
the	outset	of	acquiring	WHS	status;	one	simple	definition	is	to	define	land	inside	the	
Giripradakshina	Road	as	Hill	land.	This	may	not	be	realistic,	however,	since	there	are	many	
well-established	private	settlements,	developments,	and	farmland	areas	in	that	space	
already	(and	UNESCO	rules	prohibit	development	on	a	World	Heritage	Site).	Another	
definition	might	be	the	land	inside	the	Inner	Path.	But	that	may	be	too	limited	and	arbitrary	
(especially	since	the	Inner	Path	joins	the	Outer	Path	about	2/3	of	the	way	through).	This	
may	not	be	acceptable	to	some	who	feel	that	development	right	up	to	the	perimeter	of	the	
Inner	Path	will	destroy	its	peacefulness.		
The	official	position	of	this	Initiative	currently	is	that	the	UNESCO	WHS	site	should	only	
include	the	Hill	itself,	that	is,	where	the	land	clearly	starts	sloping	up	and	is	no	longer	flat,	
and	should	avoid	areas	like	Pavala	Kundru	that	already	are	settled.	This	avoids	the	most	
contentious	issues	about	land	ownership	and	development	(that	may	doom	this	initiative	
from	the	start)	and	establishes	a	common	theme	that	everyone	can	agree	on	(that	there	
should	be	no	buildings	on	land	that	is	clearly	part	of	the	Hill	itself).	However,	a	“buffer	zone”	
is	recommended	by	UNESCO	and	will	need	to	be	negotiated	between	all	parties.	This	could	
include	a	substantial	part	of	the	land	at	the	base	(i.e.,	between	the	Outer	Path	and	the	slope	
of	the	Hill),	perhaps	starting	a	certain	distance	inside	the	Outer	Path.	
Most,	but	not	all	of	this	land	is	already	designated	a	Reserve	Forest,	which	enjoys	
significant	protections	in	India.	This	will	be	an	important	requirement	and	starting	point	
for	World	Heritage	Site	preservation	measures,	no	doubt,	in	UNESCO’s	eyes.	Beyond	this	
starting	point,	we	feel	that	the	added	protection	of	World	Heritage	Site	status	will	help	
shield	the	Forest	Department	from	any	politics	surrounding	their	preservation	policies	and	
actions,	and	provide	additional	enforcement	leverage	and	resources.	It	also	forces	planning	
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on	a	very	long	time	scale	–	up	to	500	years.	It	may	also	create	an	impetus	to	increase	the	
protection	designation	of	Arunachala	from	Reserve	Forest	to	even	higher	status.	
Above	all,	we	do	not	wish	to	imply	by	seeking	WHS	status	that	the	Forest	Department	or	
any	of	the	Arunachala	conservation	NGOs	are	not	doing	their	jobs	well	enough;	we	simply	
want	to	make	available	to	them	an	additional	layer	of	help	and	protection,	from	the	
international	community.	We	do	not	wish	to	meddle	in	their	affairs	and	make	their	job	
more	complicated	and	difficult.	They	will	be	key	players	with	a	major	voice	in	preservation	
policies	and	measures	that	are	adopted	for	Arunachala;	nothing	will	move	forward	without	
their	consent.	
Eventually,	stakeholders	may	need	to	develop	a	compromise	definition,	with	policy	
mandates	to	enforce	it,	through	community	involvement	in	a	democratic	process	at	the	
outset	of	the	preservation	process,	initiated	by	UNESCO.	This	compromise	definition	will	
probably	be	necessary	since	there	are	already	a	considerable	number	of	buildings	on	the	
sloped	part	of	the	Hill	above	the	Arunachaleswara	Temple	(Pavala	Kundru).	But	as	a	
starting	point,	we	can	stipulate	that	only	the	Hill	itself	is	the	World	Heritage	Site.	
Also,	UNESCO	provides	a	process	whereby	a	WHS’s	boundaries	can	be	extended	at	a	later	
date,	after	achieving	initial	WHS	status.	If	there	is	consensus	that	areas	around	the	base	of	
the	Hill	need	to	be	added,	a	democratic	process	will	ensure	that	this	extension	is	handled	
fairly	and	equitably.		Also,	there	can	be	a	number	of	discrete	physically	separated	sites	as	
part	of	the	WHS	site.	This	is	fairly	common	among	WHSs,	including	in	India	(for	example,	
the	Great	Living	Chola	Temples).	There	may	be	an	advantage	in	creating	and	managing	the	
Arunachala	WHS	in	this	manner.	

What	is	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site?	
UNESCO	is	the	United	Nations	Educational,	Scientific	and	Cultural	Organization	(see	
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO	for	more	information).	The	UNESCO	WHS	program	
designates	places	around	the	world	(such	as	a	forest,	mountain,	lake,	desert,	monument,	
building,	complex,	or	city)	as	having	some	special	cultural,	physical,	or	religious	
significance.	These	sites	are	named	as	having	outstanding	importance	to	the	common	
heritage	of	humanity.	While	each	WHS	remains	part	of	the	legal	territory	of	the	country	
wherein	the	site	is	located,	UNESCO	considers	it	in	the	interest	of	the	international	
community	to	preserve	each	site.	
Becoming	a	WHS	is	a	democratic	process.	Any	country	that	has	ratified	the	UNESCO	World	
Heritage	Site	Convention	is	eligible	to	send	in	a	list	of	nominees	for	protection	to	the	World	
Heritage	Committee	that	oversees	the	WHS	program.	The	candidates	are	then	
independently	evaluated	by	the	World	Conservation	Union	and	the	International	Council	
on	Monuments	and	Sites.	They	in	turn	make	a	recommendation	to	the	World	Heritage	
Committee.	That	body	votes	on	which	sites	will	be	accepted.	
Currently	there	are	1007	World	Heritage	Sites	around	the	world:	779	cultural,	197	natural,	
and	31	mixed	properties,	in	161	countries.	India	currently	has	32	of	these	sites	(see	later	
section	for	more	details).	For	more	details	on	the	WHS	program,	see	
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UNESCO_World_Heritage.	
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Approximately	20%	of	the	properties	inscribed	on	the	WHS	List	have	some	sort	of	religious	
or	spiritual	connection.	These	properties	(scattered	throughout	most	countries	around	the	
world)	constitute	the	largest	single	category	on	the	WHS	List.	The	term	"Sacred	site"	
embraces	areas	of	special	spiritual	significance	to	peoples	and	communities;	and	the	term	
of	"Sacred	natural	site"	corresponds	to	the	areas	of	land	or	water	having	special	spiritual	
significance	to	peoples	and	communities,"	as	proposed	by	the	UNESCO/IUCN	(International	
Union	for	Conservation	of	Nature).	
There	has	been	recent	upsurge	in	interest	in	the	World	Heritage	Convention	on	
preservation	of	religious	sites.	An	international	seminar	on	the	role	of	religious	
communities	in	the	management	of	World	Heritage	properties	was	held	in	Kiev	(Ukraine)	
from	2	to	5	November	2010,	under	the	patronage	of	the	President	of	Ukraine	and	UNESCO.	
At	the	closing	of	the	Seminar,	on	5	November	2010,	the	participants	unanimously	adopted	
the	Kiev	Statement	on	the	Protection	of	Religious	Properties	within	the	framework	of	the	
World	Heritage	Convention	(http://whc.unesco.org/en/religious-sacred-heritage/	-	Kyiv).	
It	was	developed	in	close	collaboration	with	national	authorities,	international	experts,	site	
managers	and	representatives	of	religious	communities.	It	was	the	first	and	most	unique	
document	to	give	general	recommendations	on	this	specific	issue.	
The	International	Centre	for	the	Study	of	the	Preservation	and	Restoration	of	Cultural	
Property	(ICCROM)	publishes	guidelines	for	conservation	of	living	religious	heritage	sites	
(http://www.iccrom.org/ifrcdn/pdf/ICCROM_ICS03_ReligiousHeritage_en.pdf).		
The	most	relevant	and	useful	document	for	the	Arunachala	WHS	initiative	is	the	Sacred	
Natural	Sites	–	Guidelines	for	Protected	Area	Managers	document	at	
https://portals.iucn.org/library/efiles/documents/PAG-016.pdf.	This	document	should	be	
used	as	the	foundation	for	design	of	Arunachala	conservation	efforts.	It	contains	a	very	
helpful	detailed	list	of	steps	and	strategies	that	can	be	used	to	conserve	any	sacred	natural	
site	such	as	Arunachala.	It	is	used	by	UNESCO	and	was	created	in	collaboration	with	
UNESCO	and	many	other	conservation	groups.	

What	are	the	Advantages	of	Being	a	World	Heritage	Site?	
The	following	are	the	most	important	advantages	of	being	a	WHS:	

• It	brings	international	attention	to	the	need	for	the	preservation	and	conservation	of	
the	site.	

• It	brings	tourism	to	the	site,	with	its	accompanying	economic	benefits	to	the	host	
country	and	local	area.	

• It	can	provide	funds	for	restoration,	preservation,	and	training.	For	example,	in	
2001,	the	Taliban	destroyed	two	6th	century,	150-ft.	statues	of	Buddha	carved	into	
the	mountainside	in	the	Bamiyan	Valley	in	Afghanistan.	The	site	has	received	more	
than	$4	million	from	UNESCO	to	help	with	reconstruction	and	to	hire	a	sculptor	to	
re-carve	some	of	the	damaged	stone	(see	
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1636166,00.html).	
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As	for	training	funds,	$971,464	has	been	approved	since	1983	for	India	projects	
alone	(see	http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/in/assistance/).	

• It	promotes	national	and	local	pride	in	the	natural	and	man-made	wonders	of	the	
country.	

• It	promotes	close	ties	with	the	United	Nations	system	and	the	prestige	and	support	
it	provides.	

• It	provides	access	to	global	project	management	resources.	
• It	facilitates	creating	partnerships	between	government,	the	private	sector,	and	

NGOs	to	achieve	conservation	goals.	
• The	site	is	protected	under	the	Geneva	Convention	against	destruction	or	misuse	

during	wartime.	

How	Will	World	Heritage	Site	Status	Solve	the	Development	and	Encroachment	
Problems?	
As	stated	earlier,	a	WHS	is	still	fully	under	sovereign	ownership	and	control	by	local,	state,	
and	national	authorities.	Thus,	ultimately,	it	is	the	responsibility	of	local	authorities	to	
enforce	the	preservation	mandate.	This	does	not	seem,	on	the	face	of	it,	to	offer	very	much	
potential	to	change	anything,	since	lack	of	enforcement	is	a	key	problem	to	begin	with;	
local	authorities	have	not	had	the	political	will	or	enforcement	power	to	stop	the	
development	and	encroachment	up	to	now.	However,	conferring	WHS	status	on	a	place	
brings	international	attention	to	it.	It	then	“belongs”	to	the	world	community	(and	
furthermore,	in	the	case	of	Arunachala,	to	the	international	community	of	devotees).	
Bringing	this	kind	of	attention	to	the	Hill,	with	associated	resources	and	funds,	should	
make	the	difference	and	catalyze	the	local,	state,	and	national	government	to	respond	with	
appropriate	levels	of	preservation	policies,	activities,	and	enforcement.	Government	
entities	will	not	risk	acquiring	a	negative	international	image	from	failing	to	fulfill	the	
World	Heritage	Site	program	agreements	and	guidelines.	
Of	course,	there	is	never	a	guarantee	of	total	protection,	despite	WHS	status.	This	is	evident	
in	the	2014	desecration	of	a	WHS	near	Timbuktu,	Mali	(see	
http://world.time.com/2012/07/02/timbuktus-destruction-why-islamists-are-wrecking-
malis-cultural-heritage/).	However,	compelling	drivers	for	enforcement	of	preservation	
measures	will	probably	clearly	emerge	once	the	financial	resources	and	prestige	of	having	
WHS	status	is	apparent	to	everyone.	National,	state,	and	local	preservation	enforcement	
authorities	will	not	want	to	risk	losing	those	funds	and	that	prestige	(and	possibly	suffer	
public	disgrace)	by	UNESCO	withdrawing	WHS	status.	These	enforcement	authorities	will	
have	a	powerful	incentive	to	“live	up	to	their	side	of	the	bargain”.	The	preservation	
requirements	that	they	must	follow	are	clearly	spelled	out	in	the	UNESCO	WHS	Operational	
Guidelines;	inspectors	will	ensure	that	they	are	followed,	and	complaints	to	them	will	no	
doubt	be	investigated.	
This	principle	is	apparent	in	an	article	on	the	Western	Ghats	WHS	status	at	
http://www.dnaindia.com/bangalore/report_at-last-western-ghats-get-world-heritage-
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site-tag_1709852.	The	article	closes	with	the	statement:	“The	Indian	government,	for	now,	
has	got	the	coveted	[WHS]	status.	India	will	have	little	option	but	to	adhere	to	the	
Operation	Guidelines	if	it	wants	to	retain	the	tag.”	
One	problem	in	answering	the	question	that	is	the	focus	of	this	section	of	the	document	
(How	Will	World	Heritage	Site	Status	Solve	the	Development	and	Encroachment	Problems?)	
is	that	the	WHS	Operational	Guidelines,	in	section	II.F.97,	require	that	“States	Parties	
should	demonstrate	adequate	protection	at	the	national,	regional,	municipal,	and/or	
traditional	level	for	the	nominated	property.	They	should	append	appropriate	texts	to	the	
nomination	with	a	clear	explanation	of	the	way	this	protection	operates	to	protect	the	
property.”	In	other	words,	a	States	Party	must	already	have	adequate	preservation	
measures	in	place	before	even	submitting	the	nomination	to	UNESCO.	This	of	course	invites	
the	question:	why	would	WHS	status	then	be	needed	if	the	preservation	problems	must	be	
solved	even	before	status	is	granted?	
There	are	three	answers	to	this:	

• Preservation	measures	are	already	in	progress,	and	a	court	order	to	stop	
development	on	Arunachala	is	technically	in	place,	as	described	in	the	Why	Put	
Arunachala	Under	Protection	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site?	section.	

• Anything	(including	this	WHS	initiative)	that	provides	motivation	to	put	some	
attention	on	preservation	of	the	Hill	is	good.	Even	if	WHS	status	is	not	ultimately	
granted,	some	increased	focus	on	the	preservation	problems	will	result,	at	least	on	
the	short	term.	

• UNESCO	will	accelerate	and	amplify	preservation	efforts,	from	whatever	baseline	is	
in	place	at	the	time	that	WHS	status	is	granted,	to	some	level	of	greater	intensity.	No	
matter	what	the	status	quo	is	at	the	time	that	WHS	status	begins,	whether	truly	
robust,	sustainable	measures	were	in	place	or	not,	we	will	ultimately	see	
improvement	and	a	greater	guarantee	of	sustainment	of	those	measures	over	time.	

The	other,	perhaps	more	urgent	and	immediate	question	is:	how	will	Arunachala	qualify	
for	WHS	status	given	that	“…adequate	protection”	needs	to	be	already	in	place	in	order	to	
even	apply	for	WHS	status?	The	answer	is	in	a	later	section	of	the	Operational	Guidelines,	
section	II.F.115,	which	says	that	“In	some	circumstances,	a	management	plan	or	other	
management	system	may	not	be	fully	in	place	at	the	time	when	a	property	is	nominated	for	
the	consideration	of	the	World	Heritage	Committee.	The	State	Party	should	then	indicate	
when	the	management	plan	or	system	will	be	fully	in	place,	and	how	it	proposes	to	
mobilize	the	resources	required	to	achieve	this.”		
Paragraph	116	goes	on	to	say	that	“Where	the	intrinsic	qualities	of	a	property	nominated	
are	threatened	by	action	of	man…an	action	plan	outlining	the	corrective	measures	required	
should	be	submitted	with	the	nomination	file.	Should	the	corrective	measures…not	be	
taken…the	property	will	be	considered	by	the	Committee	for	delisting.”		
Thus,	the	process	itself	creates	the	incentive	and	planning	impetus	for	preservation.	WHS	
local	stakeholders	(especially	the	state	government)	will	need	to	work	with	UNESCO	to	
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develop	a	workable	management	plan	and	start	to	implement	it	before	WHS	status	is	
acquired.	
An	important	element	of	success	for	WHSs	around	the	world	is	setting	up	a	governing	
board	that	oversees	conservation	policies	and	their	implementation	for	the	WHS.	This	will	
be	an	essential	element	in	our	initiative	as	well.	No	project	on	this	scale,	with	so	many	
possible	interests	at	stake	(especially	in	terms	of	land	use),	can	succeed	without	it.	All	of	
the	stakeholders	will	need	to	have	a	voice,	and	will	need	to	agree	as	much	as	possible	on	
any	measures	that	are	adopted.	Above	all,	this	is	a	community	project	whose	benefits	and	
potential	sacrifices	need	to	be	shared	equally.	It	has	been	strongly	recommended	to	us	that	
the	governing	board	composition	and	establishment	should	be	left	up	to	the	District	
Collector.	
The	Tiruvannamalai	Greening	Society	is	a	useful	case	study	for	preservation	governing	
boards	in	Tiruvannamalai.	This	was	a	direct	initiative	of	a	former	District	Collector	(they	
are	posted	for	2-3	year	terms	only;	there	have	evidently	been	several	since	this	man	was	in	
charge).	He	was	reportedly	enthusiastic	about	preservation	issues,	going	beyond	the	call	of	
duty	and	working	closely	with	The	Forest	Way	to	implement	a	series	of	“Rest	a	While”	
parks	along	the	Pradakshina	Path.	A	number	of	people	representing	various	community	
groups	and	interests	were	successfully	solicited	for	membership	in	this	Society,	and	
meetings	were	held.	Money	from	the	State	government	was	provided,	and	the	parks	were	
established,	and	can	still	be	seen,	although	some	are	padlocked	and	seem	to	be	
unmaintained.	It	is	unclear	who	is	maintaining	the	others.	
The	parks	were	created	from	government-owned	land,	and	offered	to	sponsors	for	a	fee	(in	
exchange	for	the	right	to	put	their	name	on	it).	However,	because	the	project	was	built	on	
the	personal	energy,	enthusiasm,	and	vision	alone	of	the	District	Collector,	who	eventually	
was	transferred	out	(and	his	successor	did	not	pick	up	the	project),	the	Society	became	
defunct.	Another	fact	is	that	they	ran	out	of	funds,	thus	had	no	means	to	take	meaningful	
actions.	
The	lesson	learned	from	this	is	that	environmental	preservation	measures	do	attract	
interest	from	the	community,	but	continuity	of	funds	and	vision	is	needed	to	ensure	
success	of	a	project	like	this.		
As	a	partial	solution	to	this,	a	mobile	app	for	smartphones	is	being	developed	by	members	
of	the	Initiative	that	will	provide	income	to	fund	stipends	for	Board	members,	and	
conservation	enforcement	and	research	to	preserve	Arunachala	and	maintain	it	as	a	World	
Heritage	Site.	Visitors	to	Arunachala	will	be	able	to	download	this	from	the	appropriate	app	
store	(Apple	Store	or	Google	Play)	for	a	modest	fee.	It	will	provide	location-based	
information	and	media	(i.e.,	triggered	GPS	detection	of	the	user’s	location	in	front	of	a	
particular	point	of	interest)	in	an	interactive,	eBook	format	on	all	of	the	points	of	interest	
(shrines,	temples,	tirthams,	natural	features,	etc.)	around	the	Giripradakshina	path	and	the	
Skandashram	Path,	essentially	providing	a	guided	tour	of	Arunachala.	See	
https://eguidegp.wordpress.com/	
This	app	will	strictly	be	for	visitor	education,	and	will	collect	valuable	data	about	visitor	
usage	patterns	to	assist	with	management.	There	could	be	a	kiosk	set	up	to	synch	data	
(perhaps	in	the	Arunachaleswara	Temple),	but	connection	to	any	wireless	network	in	an	
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email	shop	around	the	Hill	will	suffice	in	order	to	download	the	current	information	and	
media	(videos,	audios,	etc.)	on	points	of	interest	around	the	Hill,	and	upload	visitor	activity	
data.	A	free	version	of	the	app	will	be	available	with	limited	functionality	and	features.	A	
paid	version	will	be	a	key	source	of	revenue	for	conservation	activities,	with	a	request	for	
donations	also	within	the	app.	
The	larger	problem	related	to	this	question	is	that	it	seems	from	the	Operational	Guidelines	
that	if	UNESCO	sees	a	States	Party	as	relying	too	much	on	WHS	status	as	the	“magic	potion”	
that	will	solve	all	of	Arunachala’s	preservation	issues,	it	may	balk	at	granting	WHS	status.	
The	Operational	Guidelines	seem	to	convey	that	WHS	status	is	meant	for	properties	that	
are	not	having	persistent,	congenital	preservation	issues.	WHS	status	seems	to	be	meant	to	
put	a	stamp	of	approval	and	attention	on	a	site	that	has	solved	its	problems	or	is	well	on	
the	way	to	doing	so;	it	does	not	seem	to	be	meant	to	be	a	“firefighting”	solution	that	is	
expected	to,	in	and	of	itself,	reverse	preservation	problems.	They	evidently	do	not	want	to	
create	a	dependency	on	UNESCO.		In	other	words,	government	authorities	need	to	
demonstrate	to	the	World	Heritage	Committee	that	they	have	a	modicum	of	self-reliance	
and	competence	in	dealing	with	the	preservation	issues.		
To	counter	this,	it	should	be	communicated	to	UNESCO	that	laws	and	institutions	are	
already	in	place	to	preserve	Arunachala.	The	message	to	UNESCO	needs	to	be	that	the	
preservation	infrastructure	does	indeed	exist,	it	just	needs	to	be	activated	in	a	more	
focused	way	with	UNESCO’s	help,	and	international	attention	on	it.		
This	initiative	trusts	that	the	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Committee	will	have	a	balanced	
assessment	of	the	situation,	and	determine	both	that	some	degree	of	help	is	needed,	but	be	
reassured	that	that	the	help	required	is	not	a	“make	or	break”	effort.	They	will	understand	
that	WHS	status	will	be	a	catalyst	to	rally	community	resources	and	support	to	build	a	
permanent	preservation	solution.	
Concerns	have	been	voiced	among	devotees	that	if	Arunachala	becomes	a	World	Heritage	
Site,	access	to	it	will	be	regulated.	They	are	concerned	about	being	able	to	circulate	freely,	
that	certain	parts	of	the	Hill	may	be	banned	to	devotees,	and	that	sadhus	may	not	continue	
to	be	able	to	live	in	the	caves	and	roam	about	on	the	Hill.	They	worry	that	WHS	status	will	
attract	even	more	tourists	and	more	hotels	to	the	detriment	of	devotees	and	locals.	These	
devotees	bring	up	the	example	of	the	temples	at	Mahabalipuram,	which	are	highly	
regulated,	involving	an	entrance	fee,	etc.	
These	are	valid	concerns.	The	conservation	management	plan	needs	to	fully	take	these	
concerns	into	account,	such	that	WHS	status	will	not	in	any	way	restrict	the	Hill	or	reduce	
its	status	as	a	living	Holy	place	that	is	vibrant	with	spiritual	activity.	
The	initiative’s	position	is	that	exclusionary	measures	like	those	at	Mahabalipuram	are	
unacceptable	for	Arunachala.	WH	sites	vary	a	lot	depending	on	what	the	local	WHS	
Governing	Board	wants.	We	don't	know	what	led	the	Mahabalipuram	WHS	governing	
board	to	decide	to	adopt	exclusionary	measures,	but	we	are	confident	that	would	not	
happen	at	Arunachala,	with	the	devotees	having	a	major	presence	on	the	WHS	governing	
board.	And	the	UNESCO	guidelines	support	protecting	the	right	of	worshippers	of	a	sacred	
site	to	continue	to	worship	it	as	they	see	fit.	
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A	counterexample	to	the	Mahabalipuram	site	is	the	Great	Living	Chola	Temples	WHS	at	
Darasuram.	There	is	nothing	exclusionary	about	it,	and	it	does	not	have	a	tourism-
optimized	Disneyland	feeling	to	it,	as	members	of	this	Initiative	have	experienced	it.	

What	Has	Been	India’s	Experience	with	the	World	Heritage	Site	Program?	
India	signed	the	World	Heritage	Convention	in	1977.	This	convention	allows	a	country	to	
submit	nomination	proposals	for	territory	to	be	considered	for	inclusion	in	UNESCO	World	
Heritage	List.	
India	currently	has	32	sites;	25	are	cultural	sites	and	7	are	natural	sites.	The	list	of	sites	in	
India	is	at	http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/IN/.	
Examples	in	Tamil	Nadu	include:	

• Great	Living	Chola	Temples	(2004)	
• Group	of	Monuments	at	Mahabalipuram	(1984)	
• Nilghiri	Mountain	Railway	(2008)	
• Western	Ghats	(2012).	(See	article	at	

http://www.dnaindia.com/bangalore/report_at-last-western-ghats-get-world-
heritage-site-tag_1709852)	

It	is	obvious	that	there	is	ample	precedent	for	a	WHS	at	Arunachala;	India	and	Tamil	Nadu	
have	demonstrated	that	they	have	been	plenty	willing	to	make	the	effort	in	the	past	to	
declare	other	treasures	as	World	Heritage	Sites.	
According	to	Wikipedia	(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arunachala),	the	central	
government	of	India	asked	the	Tamil	Nadu	government	to	take	preservation	measures	to	
maintain	the	Giripradakshina	Outer	Path,	under	the	provision	of	the	proposed	Tamil	Nadu	
Heritage	Conservation	Act.	We	believe	this	may	have	resulted	in	the	building	of	the	wide,	
nicely	tiled	sidewalk	that	covers	a	substantial	part	of	the	path,	and	may	have	also	resulted	
in	some	reconstruction	efforts	for	some	of	the	shrines	and	temples	around	the	path	also.	
But	it	does	not	seem	to	cover	development	and	encroachment.		
Another	article	of	relevance	on	this	issue	is	at	
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/government-and-
policy/article3400713.ece?ref=wl_industry-and-economy.	This	article	describes	a	Tamil	
Nadu	state	government	effort	to	track	encroachment	on	temple-owned	land.	
It	is	important	to	note	that	the	Tamil	Nadu	Heritage	Conservation	Act,	as	we	understand	it	
(described	at	http://www.tnarch.gov.in/cons.htm),	is	actually	only	proposed	at	this	point,	
and	covers	only	buildings,	not	a	natural	environment	like	Arunachala	itself.	However,	it	
should	be	noted	that	it	restricts	developments	around	a	200	metre	radius	of	an	official	
conservation	site	(i.e.,	the	Girivalam	Outer	Path),	and	no	development	is	permissible	within	
100	metres.	If	put	into	place,	this	Act	could	substantially	reinforce	UNESCO	preservation	
efforts,	at	least	in	the	area	around	the	Giripradakshina	Outer	Path.	
We	have	found	references	to	the	following	government	protection	measures,	but	it	is	not	
clear	if	and	how	they	have	been	applied	to	Arunachala.		
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• Tamil	Nadu	Heritage	Commission	Act	2012	

• Tamil	Nadu	Ancient	&	Historical	Monuments	and	Archaeological	Sites	and	Remains	
Act	1966	

• Tamil	Nadu	Town	and	Country	Planning	Act	1971	
There	is	a	reference	to	a	past	effort	to	put	Arunachala	under	WHS	status	(from	“kalpa108”	
on	May	27,	2012)	in	a	comment	posted	by	a	visitor	to	Richard	Clarke’s	blog	at	
http://richardarunachala.wordpress.com/2012/05/25/removal-of-squatters-from-
temple-land-in-tiruvannamalai/,	as	follows:	“It	is	such	a	shame	that	the	World	Heritage	Org.	
were	not	allowed	to	do	the	right	thing	to	preserve	the	temple	and	environs,	this	[forced	
removal	of	squatters]	situation	would	have	not	arisen.”	Another	casual	reference	we	found	
date	this	previous	effort	to	make	Arunachala	a	WHS	to	sometime	before	2007.	Apparently	
these	previous	efforts	never	got	beyond	the	“discussion	of	a	concept”	stage;	
Ramanasramam,	the	Arunachaleswara	Temple,	and	the	Forest	Department	could	not	agree	
on	seeking	WHS	status.	
While	this	effort	may	have	not	gotten	off	the	ground	in	the	past,	we	believe	that	it	may	now	
gather	momentum	and	achieve	success	due	to	three	factors:	

• The	government’s	shift	in	attention	and	policy	towards	the	issue	of	development	
and	encroachment,	demonstrated	by	their	stated	intention	to	remove	settlers	from	
at	least	some	of	the	Revenue	Department	land	at	the	base	of	the	Hill.	

• The	encroachment	on	the	west	side	of	the	Hill	by	farmers	building	the	bund	and	
fence	across	the	Giripradakshina	Inner	Path,	which,	for	devotees	who	walk	this	path	
at	least,	crossed	a	psychological	threshold	(though	this	consideration	is	not	as	
relevant	given	that	performing	Giripradakshina	on	the	Inner	Path	has	been	banned	
as	of	August	10,	2012).	

• The	fact	that	this	effort	is	being	initiated	by	interested	parties	who	are	based	outside	
of	India	and	separate	from	the	staff	of	Sri	Ramanasramam,	the	Arunachaleswara	
Temple	authorities,	and	local	or	state	politicians.	It	seems	that	“on	the	scene”	parties	
like	those	mentioned	above	are,	for	better	or	worse,	too	controversial	within	the	
local	political	environment	to	lead	this	effort.	Whether	the	actions	of	these	parties	
are	deserving	of	criticism	or	whether	they	have	been	well-intentioned	is	irrelevant;	
as	with	any	issue	in	the	public	arena,	perceptions	of	self-interest,	unfairness,	etc.	
have	come	into	play	and	tainted	their	image	to	at	least	some	segment	of	the	
population.	These	public	perceptions	can	now	be	manipulated	too	easily	by	the	pro-
development	and	pro-encroachment	factions.	Of	course,	there	is	also	a	danger	of	
this	effort	being	seen	as	“outsider”	or	“foreign”	interference;	this	perception	needs	
to	be	managed	carefully.	

• In	general,	the	international	support	and	involvement	in	the	Arunachala	WHS	
Initiative	lends	credibility.	Currently,	there	are	over	5200	signatures	on	the	petition	
on	Causes.com,	representing	over	80	countries	(see	
https://www.causes.com/campaigns/36259-sign-the-petition-to-nominate-the-
holy-mountain-arunachala-as-a-unesco-world-heritage-site?utm_campaign=home).		
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What	Is	the	Process	for	Establishing	a	World	Heritage	Site?	
WHS	nominations	must	come	directly	from	a	State	Party	that	is	officially	recognized	by	
UNESCO,	not	private	citizens	or	an	organization	of	such.	This	is	usually	a	special	
government	committee	or	organization	dedicated	to	handling	nominations	from	that	
country.	For	example,	in	India	it	is	the	Indian	National	Commission	for	Cooperation	with	
UNESCO.	
The	following	is	the	list	of	steps	UNESCO	requires	(described	on	
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Heritage_Site)	

• A	country	must	first	take	an	inventory	of	its	significant	cultural	and	natural	
properties.	This	is	called	the	Tentative	List.	It	can	be	updated	at	any	time.	A	country	
may	not	later	nominate	properties	that	have	not	already	been	included	on	the	
Tentative	List.	As	mentioned	earlier,	a	source	has	informed	us	that	a	management	
plan	needs	to	be	submitted	at	this	stage	(at	least	for	India).	The	Preparing	World	
Heritage	Nominations	document	at	http://whc.unesco.org/en/activities/643/	is	
useful	to	prepare	the	documentation	at	this	stage.	

• Next,	it	can	select	a	property	from	this	list	to	place	into	a	Nomination	File.	The	
World	Heritage	Centre	offers	advice	and	assistance	to	the	State	Party	in	preparing	
this	file,	which	needs	to	be	as	exhaustive	as	possible,	making	sure	the	necessary	
documentation	and	maps	are	included.	The	World	Heritage	Centre	offers	advice	and	
assistance	to	the	State	Party	in	preparing	this	file.	

• At	this	point,	the	file	is	evaluated	by	the	International	Council	on	Monuments	and	
Sites	(ICOMOS)	for	cultural	sites	and	the	World	Conservation	Union	(IUCN)	for	
natural	sites.	Also,	the	International	Centre	for	the	Study	of	the	Preservation	and	
Restoration	of	Cultural	Property	(ICCROM),	an	intergovernmental	organization	
provides	the	Committee	with	expert	advice	on	conservation	of	cultural	sites,	as	well	
as	on	training	activities.	

• These	bodies	then	make	their	recommendations	to	the	World	Heritage	Committee.		
• The	Committee	meets	once	per	year	to	determine	whether	or	not	to	inscribe	each	

nominated	property	on	the	World	Heritage	List,	and	sometimes	defers	the	decision	
to	request	more	information	from	the	country	who	nominated	the	site.	There	are	
ten	selection	criteria.	A	site	must	be	of	“outstanding	universal	value”	and	meet	at	
least	one	of	the	criteria	to	be	included	on	the	list.	The	selection	criteria	are:	

Cultural	criteria	
1. Represents	a	masterpiece	of	human	creative	genius	
2. Exhibits	an	important	interchange	of	human	values,	over	a	span	of	time,	or	

within	a	cultural	area	of	the	world,	on	developments	in	architecture	or	
technology,	monumental	arts,	town-planning,	or	landscape	design	

3. Bears	a	unique	or	exceptional	testimony	to	a	cultural	tradition	or	to	a	civilization	
which	is	living	or	which	has	disappeared	
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4. Is	an	outstanding	example	of	a	type	of	building,	architectural,	or	technological	
ensemble	or	landscape	which	illustrates	a	significant	stage	in	human	history	

5. Is	an	outstanding	example	of	a	traditional	human	settlement,	land-use,	or	sea-
use	which	is	representative	of	a	culture,	or	human	interaction	with	the	
environment	especially	when	it	has	become	vulnerable	under	the	impact	of	
irreversible	change	

6. Is	directly	or	tangibly	associated	with	events	or	living	traditions,	with	ideas,	or	
with	beliefs,	with	artistic	and	literary	works	of	outstanding	universal	
significance	

Natural	criteria	
7. Contains	superlative	natural	phenomena	or	areas	of	exceptional	natural	beauty	

and	aesthetic	importance	
8. Is	an	outstanding	example	representing	major	stages	of	Earth's	history,	

including	the	record	of	life,	significant	on-going	geological	processes	in	the	
development	of	landforms,	or	significant	geomorphic	or	physiographic	features	

9. Is	an	outstanding	example	representing	significant	on-going	ecological	and	
biological	processes	in	the	evolution	and	development	of	terrestrial,	fresh	water,	
coastal	and	marine	ecosystems,	and	communities	of	plants	and	animals	

10. Contains	the	most	important	and	significant	natural	habitats	for	in-situ	
conservation	of	biological	diversity,	including	those	containing	threatened	
species	of	outstanding	universal	value	from	the	point	of	view	of	science	or	
conservation	

An	FAQ	on	the	process	is	included	on	the	UNESCO	site	at	http://whc.unesco.org/en/faq	
Arunachala	meets	criteria	#6,	due	to	its	spiritual	significance.	This	is	the	main	criterion	that	
applies,	and	will	be	used	for	the	UNESCO	WHS	application.	However,	another	criterion	will	
need	to	be	used	to	form	the	basis	of	the	case	for	nomination,	since	the	WHS	Operational	
Guidelines	note	in	criterion	#6	that	“The	Committee	considers	that	this	criterion	should	
preferably	be	used	in	conjunction	with	other	criteria”).	
UNESCO	WHS	criterion	#3	emphasizes	cultural	significance	rather	than	philosophical	or	
aesthetic	significance.	This	initiative	will	apply	for	nomination	as	a	WHS	under	this	
criterion	as	a	secondary	criterion	to	#6.	
Two	sites	on	Arunachala	have	already	been	recognized	by	preservation	authorities	(the	
Archaeological	Survey	of	India	-	ASI)	as	having	significance	as	sacred	religious	significance	
(which	therefore	qualifies	it	criterion	#6),	as	they	were	at	various	times	the	abode	of	the	
great	20th	century	sage	Bhagavan	Sri	Ramana	Maharshi	(who	passed	away	in	1950).	ASI	
took	Virupaksha	Cave	and	Skandasramam	(a	small	stone	hut)	under	ownership	in	1997.	
These	are	currently	maintained	by	Ramana	Maharshi’s	current	day	ashram,	Sri	
Ramanasramam.	However,	in	addition	to	having	sacred	religious	significance,	these	sites	
also	bear	witness	to	the	cultural	tradition	(under	WHS	criterion	#3)	of	sannyas.		
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The	sannyas	cultural	tradition	has	been	part	of	Indian	culture	for	millennia.	It	is	one	of	the	
four	stages	of	life	prescribed	in	ancient	scriptures,	including	the	Dharma	Sutras	and	
Dharma	Shastras	(see	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sannyasa).	These	stages,	in	order	of	a	
person	moving	through	them,	are:	

1. Brahmachari	(student	life)	
2. Grihashta	(household	life)	
3. Vanaprashta	(retired	life)	
4. Sannyas	(renounced	life)	

This	system	of	life	stages	is	called	the	Ashrama	system	
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashrama_(stage)).	Historically,	it	existed	in	parallel	to	the	
caste	system,	which	was	more	of	a	social	system	as	opposed	to	a	religious	system.	
Sannyasins	could	come	from	any	of	the	castes:	Brahmin	(scholars,	priests);	kshatriyas	
(warriors);	vaishyas	(merchants),	or	shudras	(laborers).	The	cultural	tradition	of	the	life	
stages	(including	sannyas)	exists	to	this	day	in	India,	though	it	is	slowly	disappearing.	

Ramana	Maharshi,	and	those	who	preceded	him	in	Virupaksha	Cave	(in	particular,	one	
famous	sage	named	Virupaksha	Deva)	are	highly	notable	examples	of	the	sannyas	tradition	
(those	who	fall	under	this	tradition	are	termed	“sannyasins”).	They	led	lives	of	full	
renunciation	in	the	manner	described	by	this	tradition	and	achieved	reputations	as	great	
sages.	Furthermore,	these	great	sages	are	exemplars	of	the	avadhuta	tradition	within	the	
sannyasin	tradition.	Avadhuts	(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avadhoot)	are	naked	or	
semi-naked	sannyasins,	usually	living	in	caves.	

The	avadhuta	sannyasin	tradition	has	become	rare	in	India.	Apart	from	particular	unique	
individual	cases,	it	is	represented	in	the	present	day	only	by	the	Naga	Sadhus	of	North	India	
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadhu)	and	the	Jain	Digambaras	
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digambara).	An	extinct	example	of	sannyasin	avadhuts	in	a	
non-Indian	setting	is	the	biblical	cave	dwelling	community	of	the	Essenes	
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essene),	evidence	of	whose	existence	is	found	in	the	
Qumran	Caves,	an	important	archaeological	site	in	Israel	unearthed	and	preserved	by	
UNESCO.	

The	rationale	for	eligibility	under	UNESCO	criterion	#3	is	therefore	that	Arunachala	bears	
exceptional	testimony	to	the	cultural	tradition	of	cave	dwelling	sannyasin	avadhutas,	due	
to	the	historical	presence	on	the	mountain	of	the	great	exemplar	Ramana	Maharshi	and	
other	cave	dwelling	personalities	who	lived	there.	The	fact	of	the	prominence	of	these	
personalities	and	thus	the	cultural	traditions	they	embodied	is	attested	to	by	the	official	
recognition	of	the	two	sites	by	ASI,	and	by	the	thousands	of	visitors	every	year	who	trek	up	
the	Hill	to	these	two	sites	(they	are	among	the	most	popular	destinations	for	visitors	to	
Tiruvannamalai,	especially	for	meditation	purposes).	
Arunachala	also	probably	also	meets	crition	#8,	since	Arunachala	and	the	hills	around	it	
have	been	documented	in	some	scientific	sources	as	some	of	the	oldest	geologic	formations	
on	earth.	Geology	experts	will	need	to	fully	substantiate	this.	These	hills	in	Tamil	Nadu	are	
not	mentioned	as	being	among	the	oldest	mountains	in	several	prominent	public	forums.	
See	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oldest_dated_rocks#Earth.27s_oldest_rock_formation	
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and	http://www.sciforums.com/showthread.php?49695-The-oldest-mountains-on-Earth-
the-Barberton-Belt.	
All	three	of	these	criteria	will	need	to	form	the	basis	of	the	case	for	nomination,	since	the	
WHS	Operational	Guidelines	notes	in	criterion	#6	that	“The	Committee	considers	that	this	
criterion	should	preferably	be	used	in	conjunction	with	other	criteria”).		
See	Appendix	A,	B,	and	C	in	this	document	for	detailed	documentation	to	substantiate	
Arunachala	meeting	these	three	criteria.	
For	complex	reasons,	it	does	not	appear	to	be	in	the	interests	of	the	Arunachaleswara	
Temple	for	it	to	be	included	as	part	of	the	“property”	that	is	nominated	for	WHS	status.	Also,	
it	has	been	reported	that	the	ASI	may	take	over	management	of	the	temple.		Currently,	it	is	
under	the	control	of	a	local	governing	board.	ASI	used	to	have	control	of	the	temple,	but	
ceded	authority	a	number	of	years	ago	to	a	local	board.	This	may	have	an	impact	on	what	
happens	to	temple-owned	land	occupied	by	encroachers,	since	this	would	bring	the	Indian	
national	government	into	the	picture.	
Arunachala	will	definitely	qualify	as	a	“Sacred	Site”	which	is	now	an	object	of	focus	of	the	
WHS	program,	as	explained	earlier.	Given	this	interest,	and	the	simple	facts	of	the	case,	this	
initiative	believes	that	there	will	be	no	significant	problems	convincing	the	World	Heritage	
Committee	to	confer	WHS	status	on	Arunachala;	the	hard	part	is	going	to	be	getting	it	to	the	
nomination	stage.	
It	is	important	to	keep	in	mind	that	the	Arunachala	nomination	will	be	competing	with	
other	items	on	India’s	Tentative	List.	There	are	currently	47	properties	on	India’s	Tentative	
List	(last	revised	April	15,	2015	–	see	http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/state=in).	
UNESCO	explicitly	requests	States	Parties	to	(section	II.B.59)	“…consider	whether	their	
heritage	is	already	well	represented	on	the	List	and	if	so	to	slow	down	their	rate	of	
submission	of	further	nominations	by:	

a) Spacing	voluntarily	their	nominations	according	to	conditions	that	they	will	
define	

b) Proposing	only	properties	falling	into	categories	still	under-represented	
c) Linking	each	of	their	nominations	with	a	nomination	presented	by	a	State	Party	

whose	heritage	is	under-represented	[not	relevant]	
d) Deciding,	on	a	voluntary	basis,	to	suspend	the	presentation	of	new	nominations”	

A	source	familiar	with	the	process	of	getting	Indian	sites	through	the	nomination	process	
has	told	us	that	a	conservation	management	plan	will	be	needed,	even	possibly	just	to	get	
the	property	on	the	Tentative	List.	There	is	a	cost	for	this.	This	source	also	said	that	NGOs	
normally	do	not	have	the	funds	to	cover	creating	a	management	plan.	The	ongoing	
Srirangam	Temple	WHS	effort	in	Tamil	Nadu	required	the	state	government	to	hire	an	
independent	conservation	architect.	Our	source	has	indicated	that	the	state	government	
often	covers	the	cost	of	a	management	plan	for	a	proposed	WHS.	It	is	thus	critical	that	the	
Arunachala	WHS	effort	receive	the	full	endorsement	of	the	state	government,	as	a	means	to	
secure	funding	from	them	for	the	management	plan	and	other	necessary	consulting	
(possibly	from	scientific	staff).	
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Putting	a	property	on	the	Tentative	List	is	more	than	a	parking	lot	for	future	consideration;	
it	subjects	the	property	to	review	by	UNESCO	Advisory	Bodies	that	recommend	
“harmonization”	within	their	Tentative	List	and	with	other	States	Parties’	Tentative	Lists.	
This	could	result	in	Arunachala	being	effectively	placed	in	a	position	of	low	priority	on	
India’s	Tentative	List	(or	even	removed).	Also,	a	property	must	be	on	the	Tentative	List	for	
one	year	before	it	can	be	submitted	for	nomination	to	the	World	Heritage	Committee.	
There	may	need	to	be	some	persuasive	lobbying	of	India’s	WHS	governance	organization	to	
place	Arunachala	in	priority	status	as	far	as	submission	for	nomination	from	the	Tentative	
List	(probably	ahead	of	other	competing	properties)	to	the	World	Heritage	Committee,	if	
WHS	status	for	Arunachala	is	to	happen	anytime	in	the	near	future	(we	believe	such	
priority	status	is	necessary,	since	preservation	measures	are	urgently	needed).		
Other	major	sources	of	competition	pressure	come	from	the	following	WHS	Operational	
Guidelines	rules:	

• Only	two	nominations	during	each	yearly	nomination	cycle	can	be	considered	by	the	
World	Heritage	Committee	from	each	State	Party.	It	is	not	clear	whether	this	means	
that	two	different	State	Parties	from	one	country	can	submit	two	nominations	each,	
or	whether	the	limit	is	two	nominations	per	country.	

• The	WH	Committee	will	only	review	45	nominations	per	year.	The	order	of	
priorities	for	reviewing	nominations	is	described	in	the	Operational	Guidelines,	
section	II.B.61.	

Key	UNESCO	Contacts	and	Documentation	
The	UNESCO	WHS	program	web	site	for	India	is	at	
http://whc.unesco.org/en/statesparties/in.	This	site	includes	all	official	documentation	
and	intervention	actions	taken	on	behalf	of	World	Heritage	Sites	in	India.	
A	key	person	in	this	effort	will	be	H.	E.	Mr	Vinay	Sheel	Oberoi,	Ambassador,	Permanent	
Delegate,	Permanent	Delegation	of	India	to	UNESCO	(see	
http://www.unesco.org/eri/cp/cp-nav.asp?country=in&language=E).	He	is	based	in	Paris	
at	the	UNESCO	headquarters.	
And	a	very	important	organization	for	this	effort	will	be	the	Indian	National	Commission	
for	Cooperation	with	UNESCO,	which	is	under	the	Ministry	of	Human	Resource	
Development	Department	of	Secondary	and	Higher	Education	Government	of	India,	Shastri	
Bhavan,	New	Delhi.	See	
http://www.unesco.org/nac/geoportal.php?country=in&language=E	
The	UNESCO	Operational	Guidelines	document	(including	the	application	form	for	
nomination	for	inscription	as	a	WHS)	can	be	found	at	
http://whc.unesco.org/archive/opguide11-en.pdf	
A	“Causes”	site	(a	specialized	Facebook	site)	for	the	“Arunachala	World	Heritage	Site	
Initiative”	was	created	in	July	2012	at	http://www.causes.com/causes/789204-
arunachala-world-heritage-site-initiative,	to	allow	devotees	to	sign	a	petition.		
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The	main	web	site	for	this	Initiative	was	constructed	in	February	2013.	It	can	be	found	at	
http://arunachalawhs.com.	It	features	a	professionally-produced,	high-quality	promotional	
video.	
We	are	currently	seeking	documentation	describing	something	akin	to	a	long-range	
conservation	plan	for	Reserve	Forests	(Arunachala’s	current	designation).	The	Ministry	of	
Environment	and	Forests	at	http://envfor.nic.in/division/important-links-4	has	some	
documentation	that	may	be	relevant.	

Building	a	Truly	Sustainable	Solution	
An	effective	strategy	in	any	kind	of	conservation	project	like	this	depends	on	creating	a	
situation	where	there	is	something	to	be	gained	by	all	parties.	In	other	words,	it	is	vital	to	
establish	a	compelling	self-interest	case	for	those	who	would	otherwise	be	opposed	to	the	
project	(due	to	its	perceived	interference	in	their	own	self-interest).	At	the	very	least,	
moving	these	people	to	a	position	of	neutrality	could	remove	important	obstacles,	and	at	
best,	if	the	strategy	is	carefully	crafted,	it	could	recruit	them	to	the	cause	and	lead	to	
“deputizing”	these	key	local	parties	as	enthusiastic	participants.	We	need	to	start	thinking	
now	of	how	to	create	a	“win-win”	strategy.	It	is	not	sustainable	and	does	not	seem	
consistent	with	the	love	and	compassion	that	Arunachala	represents	to	proceed	solely	with	
an	“us	vs	them”	strategy	that	relies	on	harsh,	oppositional	enforcement	measures.	
Enlisting	a	wide	base	of	local	support	in	this	way	will	mitigate	the	danger	of	this	effort	
being	seen	and	resisted	as	just	another	top-down	imposition	of	rules	and	regulations	on	the	
average	person	(especially	the	poor),	with	accusations	of	economic	oppression,	intrusion	in	
the	rights	of	individuals,	impediments	to	free	enterprise,	etc.	
One	possible	way	to	do	this,	at	least	as	a	way	to	address	farmers	(who	are	in	a	position	to	
sell	their	land	to	developers)	is	to	partner	with	other	NGOs	to	offer	material	and	
educational	benefits.	For	instance,	Mata	Amritanandamayi	Ma	organization	currently	offers	
100,000	scholarships	for	children	from	impoverished	agricultural	communities	(including	
in	Tamil	Nadu).	These	scholarships,	along	with	seeds	and	fertilizer,	in	exchange	for	
agreements	not	to	sell	their	land	and	to	not	encroach	on	land	at	the	base	of	the	Hill,	may	be	
the	key	to	keep	them	from	doing	these	things.	
Affordable	alternative	housing	options	for	would-be	squatters	could	be	a	way	to	address	
the	squatting	problem.	As	mentioned	earlier,	we	believe	it	is	too	late	to	remove	existing	
squatters;	it	would	be	too	disruptive	and	costly	to	relocate	the	6,000+	households	who	are	
currently	on	Revenue	Department-controlled	land.	We	advocate	concentrating	efforts	on	
preventing	expansion	of	squatting	through	some	mechanism	whereby	those	who	are	most	
likely	to	become	squatters	or	in	the	beginning	stages	of	building	a	home	on	Revenue	
Department	land	would	somehow	be	identified	and	steered	towards	other	housing	options.	
For	would-be	squatters	who	are	truly	desperate	for	housing,	charity-run	home	
construction	projects	(such	as	Mata	Amritanandamayi	Ma’s	project	that	has	built	100,000	
homes	across	India)	may	provide	ideas	and	support	for	helping	people	get	a	decent	place	to	
live	away	from	sacred	ground.	Ramana	devotees	could	get	involved	in	construction,	as	
modest	houses	could	be	constructed	for	a	nominal	sum.	
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For	would-be	developers,	a	land	use	zoning	plan	for	the	entire	area	of	Tiruvannamalai	that	
is	logical,	clear,	and	fair,	and	that	they	have	transparent	input	on,	would	be	helpful.	These	
would-be	developers	must	be	convinced	that	property	values	would	grow	as	the	natural	
beauty	of	Arunachala	grows.	They	must	realize	that	the	ability	of	Arunachala	to	draw	
outside	tourists	and	renters/buyers	of	housing	is	key	to	their	success,	and	keeping	
development	away	from	the	Hill	is	a	good	way	to	do	that.	
Serious	devotees	will	never	lose	interest	in	making	pilgrimages	to	Arunachala,	as	they	have	
done	for	thousands	of	years,	no	matter	how	urbanized	and	developed	it	becomes;	however,	
eventually,	there	could	be	a	point	where	Arunachala	may	lose	its	attractiveness	as	a	tourist	
destination	for	casual	visitors.	This	will	have	an	impact	on	Tiruvannamalai,	since	tourism	is	
a	very	significant	sector	of	its	economy;	indeed,	tourism	is	the	one	of	the	main	sources	of	
revenue	in	Tamil	Nadu.	Populations	that	live	in	or	near	tourist	destinations	around	the	
world	almost	always	embrace	preservation	efforts	once	they	realize	that	preserving	a	
natural	place,	rather	than	exploiting	its	natural	resources	and	allowing	it	to	be	urbanized,	is	
essential	for	the	health	of	the	local	economy.	Maintaining	a	tourist	attraction	almost	always	
presents	a	more	compelling	economic	self-interest	case	than	short-term	development	and	
resource	extraction.	
The	increased	tourism	from	WHS	status	may	not	be	very	consequential	relative	to	the	
surge	of	visitors	during	each	full	moon	(on	the	order	of	300,000+	people).	Thus,	the	
prospect	of	increased	tourism	might	not	be	much	of	an	incentive	for	business	people	who	
are	already	benefiting	from	a	solid	baseline	of	tourism.	It	is	not	clear	how	many	more	
visitors	WHS	would	bring	during	these	times,	or	other	times.	
There	are	two	possible	mitigating	arguments	to	this:	First,	the	vast	majority	of	visitors	that	
come	during	full	moon	(Deepam)	to	do	Pradakshina	are	from	South	India.	They	do	not	
spend	as	much	money	as	Western	tourists,	who	would	be	the	ones	who	would	visit	due	to	
WHS	status.	Second,	the	Deepam	crowds	have	historically	proven	to	be	highly	variable.	20	
years	ago,	these	crowds	reportedly	amounted	to	less	than	50,000	people.	Due	to	public	
endorsements	of	the	practice	of	Giripradakshina	made	by	celebrities	in	the	news	over	the	
last	10	years,	the	numbers	have	spiked	to	current	levels,	which	we	have	observed	to	have	
peaked	about	3	years	ago,	and	are	now	on	a	slow	diminishing	trend.	WHS	status	would	
ensure	a	steady	baseline	of	visitors.	
Increased	tourism	will	probably	have	some	negative	unintended	consequences,	at	least	
from	the	point	of	view	of	devotees	who	prefer	not	to	encounter	worldly,	disinterested	
people	and	activities	around	the	Holy	Hill.	Devotees	have	expressed	some	concern	that	
there	will	be	tourist	attraction-type	of	features	added	around	the	Hill,	for	instance,	paving	
the	Inner	Path	and	installing	lights	on	it;	even	worse,	concrete	steps	or	some	kind	of	tram	
up	the	Hill	to	the	top,	with	fees	charged	for	using	these	kinds	of	services.	
It	may	be	difficult	to	avoid	some	of	these	consequences.	There	is	a	danger	of	“saving	the	
body,	but	losing	the	spirit.”	However,	the	final	UNESCO	preservation	solution	must	address	
this	insofar	as	it	keeps	buildings	(therefore	all	human	development	activity)	off	of	the	Hill.	
From	a	strategic	point	of	view,	it	is	important	to	look	on	the	positive	side	and	not	
emphasize	these	possible	negative	consequences	at	this	stage	of	this	project;	we	should	
only	accelerate	and	strengthen	the	argument	that	increased	tourism	through	WHS	status	
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will	ultimately	help	protect	Arunachala.	These	issues	can	be	dealt	with	once	Arunachala	has	
secured	WHS	status.	
The	local	population	in	Tiruvannamalai	may	not	initially	see	much	of	an	advantage	in	WHS	
status,	since	they	have	already	experienced	a	tourist	boom.	However,	having	had	a	taste	of	
the	economic	advantages	of	tourism,	the	prospect	of	more	tourism	(which	is	inevitable	for	
sites	that	receive	WHS	status)	may	be	attractive.	They	also	do	not	seem	to	be	that	
interested	in	preservation	efforts	(no	major	locally-driven	movement	has	sprung	up	to	
date),	but	we	believe	that	having	an	increased	attention	of	the	international	community	on	
Arunachala	(with	concomitant	“pride	of	ownership”	by	Tiruvannamalai	residents)	may	
change	that,	coupled	with	them	simply	experiencing	the	positive	benefits	of	preservation	
(some	of	which	are	very	tangible,	such	as	improving	the	water	situation,	as	mentioned	
earlier).	
Preservation	funds	from	UNESCO	are	initially	of	the	most	interest	to	politicians,	
landscaping	contractors,	and	government	authorities	such	as	the	Forest	Department,	but	
these	funds	will	no	doubt	eventually	flow	down	into	the	local	economy	in	the	form	of	
employment	opportunities,	etc.	
Finally,	there	may	be	wealthy	devotees	who	would	cherish	the	prospect	of	buying	an	
apartment	for	life	to	use	whenever	they	are	at	the	ashram,	which	can	be	used	by	the	
Ashram	for	other	guests	for	the	rest	of	the	time,	or	put	into	some	local	housing	pool,	similar	
to	a	timeshare.	This	could	possibly	help	keep	people	out	of	the	local	housing	market,	which	
spurs	development.	This	could	further	mitigate	the	bidding	up	of	prices	that	adds	to	the	
pressure	to	build	on	sacred	Arunachala	ground.	These	apartments	would	be	located	
sufficiently	far	from	the	base	of	the	Hill	to	avoid	preservation	problems,	and	the	design	and	
construction	of	this	housing	could	be	tightly	managed	so	as	to	be	environmentally	friendly.	
A	key	group	in	this	effort	is	the	Chairmen	of	the	Nagar	Panchayats.	Nagar	Panchayats	are	an	
urban	political	unit	in	India	comparable	to	a	municipality	in	the	U.S.	These	chairmen	wield	
enormous	power	on	the	grassroots	level,	controlling	who	can	buy	property,	what	
infrastructure	can	be	built,	etc.	A	strategy	for	recruiting	them	in	enforcement	efforts	is	
going	to	have	to	come	from	someone	in	Tiruvannamalai	who	is	familiar	with	the	local	scene.	
Their	incentive	for	positive	involvement	in	this	effort	will	be	the	same	as	for	the	land	
owners;	they	will	get	land	value	and	prestige	boosts	from	tourism.	
Perhaps	the	most	key	group	in	terms	of	enforcing	preservation	measures	is	the	Forest	
Department.	They	may	eventually	have	jurisdiction	over	all	parts	of	Arunachala,	as	
mentioned	earlier.	Most	enforcement	efforts	will	then	probably	fall	on	their	shoulders.	
Their	“buy	in	proposition”	for	World	Heritage	Site	status	is	that	enforcement	of	
preservation	efforts	will	be	easier	for	them,	since	they	will	have	UNESCO	support	options	
(including	funds)	at	their	disposal,	and	the	importance	of	their	enforcement	mission	is	
elevated	to	international	awareness.	
A	key	concern	for	this	initiative	is	the	value	of	environmental	preservation	in	the	minds	of	
many	Indians.	Environmental	preservation	seems	to	not	be	generally	highly	regarded	in	
the	psyche	of	most	Indians,	at	least	where	it	inconveniently	interferes	with	economic	
development	(although	there	are	signs	of	changes,	for	instance,	the	India	Heritage	Research	
Foundation	–	see	http://www.ihrf.com/projects/projects-ganga.html).	Preserving	
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Arunachala’s	natural	environmental	integrity	purely	for	its	own	sake	may	not	be	a	very	
compelling	driver	for	stakeholders	and	the	general	public	to	support	preservation	
measures.	On	the	other	hand,	there	is	very	significant	respect	for	the	integrity	of	sacred	
spaces.	For	instance,	builders	voluntarily	respect	the	limits	on	heights	of	buildings	in	town	
so	as	not	to	compete	with	or	overshadow	the	gopurams	of	the	Arunachaleswara	Temple.	If	
Arunachala	were	thought	of	(with	official	recognition	by	UNESCO)	as	essentially	on	the	
same	par	as	a	temple	(even	though	it	is	a	natural	site),	attitudes	could	change	and	be	
mobilized.	
A	contagion	due	to	the	international	community’s	attention	on	preservation	could	be	
significant	in	changing	local	attitudes	as	well.	Finally,	there	is	an	ancient	history	of	animist	
religions	that	are	merged	into	Hinduism.	These	animist	religions	do	worship	nature	(for	
example,	the	Pachaiamman	temple	in	Pavala	Kundru),	and	could	add	an	environmentalist	
ethic	to	the	narrative.	
The	other	issue	is	the	perception	(misplaced)	of	loss	of	local	control	over	the	site.	This	is	a	
problem	with	any	WHS	around	the	world.	Outside	authorities	like	UNSECO	always	arouse	
suspicions	and	wariness	about	imposing	rules	that	ignore	the	rights	of	locals,	etc.	The	only	
way	to	mitigate	this	is	to	ensure	that	the	governing	board	for	the	WHS	is	established	and	
functions	in	as	democratic	and	transparent	a	way	as	possible,	and	public	education	that	
having	a	WHS	means	no	loss	of	local	autonomy.		
To	ensure	success,	rather	than	rely	on	the	good	will	and	positive	inclinations	of	the	local	
populace	and	stakeholders,	economic	incentives	must	be	built	into	the	picture.	They	should	
provide	the	main	“hook”	to	mobilize	support	for	preservation	of	the	Hill.	Prestige	in	having	
a	WHS	is	also	key,	as	it	has	proved	to	be	for	other	Indian	WHSs.	
To	summarize,	the	various	factions	involved	in	this	initiative	(with	varying	interests	in	
support	or	opposition	at	the	outset)	include	the	following:	

• Tamil	Nadu	state	government	

• Sri	Ramanasramam	authorities	

• Arunachala-Ramana	devotees	

• Arunachaleswara	Temple	authorities	

• The	Revenue	Department	(led	by	the	Tiruvannamalai	District	Collector)	
NOTE:	the	District	Collector	position	is	funded	by	the	national	government,	but	their	
priorities	and	activities	are	controlled	by	the	state	government	

• The	Forest	Department	(led	by	the	District	Forest	Officer)	

• Preservation	groups	such	as	Arunachala	Reforestation	Society,	Forest	Way,	and	
Arunachala	Greening	

• Farmers	who	own	land	around	the	Hill	

• Residents	who	are	on	disputed	land	

• Land	owners	who	own	land	around	the	Hill	

• Real	estate	brokers	
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• Real	estate	developers	

• Nagar	Panchayats	in	neighborhoods	around	the	base	of	Arunachala	
As	much	as	possible,	this	initiative	needs	to	create	a	“win-win”	situation	for	all	of	these	
groups.	It	is	also	crucial	to	involve	as	many	of	these	groups	as	possible	for	purposes	of	
lending	credibility	to	this	initiative	and	convincing	UNESCO	to	grant	WHS	status;	Section	
I.C.12	of	the	WHS	Operational	Guidelines	document	states	that	“States	Parties	to	the	[World	
Heritage]	Convention	are	encouraged	to	ensure	the	participation	of	a	wide	variety	of	
stakeholders,	including	site	managers,	local	and	regional	governments,	local	communities,	
non-governmental	organizations	(NGOs)	and	other	interested	parties	and	partners	in	the	
identification,	nomination	and	protection	of	World	Heritage	properties.”	
There	is	a	potential	for	partnering	with	government	programs	such	as	the	Tamil	Nadu	
“Heritage	Towns”	program.	There	is	currently	a	100	crore	project	underway	to	widen	the	
Pradakshina	road	by	14	metres	as	part	of	this	program.	There	are	70	of	these	towns,	and	
Tiruvannamalai	is	one	of	them	(http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Six-
More-Sites-Added-to-TN-Heritage-List/2014/07/16/article2332648.ece).	This	program	
makes	state	funds	available	for	"infrastructural	needs"	(see	
http://www.ndtv.com/article/south/chief-minister-gives-heritage-tag-to-six-more-towns-
in-tamil-nadu-558962).	
Finally,	there	is	the	eGuide	to	Arunachala	mobile	smarphone	app,	which	we	hope	will	
provide	a	significant	source	of	revenue	for	conservation	efforts,	and	fill	any	gaps	that	
government,	NGOs,	etc.	cannot	provide.	

Key	Public	Relations	Themes	for	This	Effort	to	Be	Successful	
WHS	status	should	not	be	promoted	as	solely	a	means	to	the	end	of	stopping	encroachment,	
deforestation,	etc..	Our	primary	agenda	is	simply	to	establish	the	sacredness	of	Arunachala	
in	the	most	universally	recognized	terms—UNESCO	WHS	status.	It	formally	establishes	
Arunachala	as	a	spiritual	treasure	that	is	owned	and	maintained	by	the	entire	human	
family.	The	Initiative’s	public	messaging	needs	to	convey	that	what	that	ownership	and	
maintenance	means	are	essentially	implementation	details.	Once	WHS	status	for	
Arunachala	is	secured,	preservation	measures	will	undoubtedly	be	considered	and	
implemented,	under	the	guidance	of	UNESCO,	even	before	granting	WHS	status,	during	the	
nomination	process,	as	explained	earlier;	but	for	now,	this	initiative	needs	to	be	clear	that	it	
is	not	so	concerned	with	these	details,	and	are	willing	to	accept	whatever	preservation	
measures	are	determined	by	a	fair	process	and	by	the	proper	authorities.	Otherwise	this	
effort	is	doomed	from	the	start.	
It	is	also	important	to	emphasize	in	public	messages	that	it	is	only	the	Hill	itself	that	we	are	
interested	in	getting	WHS	status	for,	not	the	land	around	it	(especially	if	that	land	is	
currently	occupied	and	would	require	forced	removal	of	people	from	homes,	etc.).	This	
includes	temples	on	the	Hill.	We	do	not	wish	to	interfere	with	holy	sites	and	buildings	on	
the	Hill	that	are	already	established.	The	definition	of	what	constitutes	“Hill	land”	and	“non-
Hill	land”	will	need	to	be	firmly	established,	as	described	earlier.	 	
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Appendix	A	–	Substantiation	for	Arunachala	Meeting	UNESCO	WHS	Criteria	#6	

(This	section	is	a	preliminary	draft	of	the	argument	for	Arunachala	meeting	its	WHS	
criteria	#6:	“Is	directly	or	tangibly	associated	with	events	or	living	traditions,	with	
ideas,	or	with	beliefs,	with	artistic	and	literary	works	of	outstanding	universal	
significance”.)	

The	Holy	Hill	of	Arunachala	in	Tiruvannamalai,	Tamil	Nadu	is	one	of	the	oldest	and	most	
sacred	holy	places	of	Lord	Shiva	in	India.	It	has	been	attracting	seekers	of	truth	from	time	
immemorial	due	to	its	deep	mystical	quality	and	timeless	spiritual	resplendence.	This	
mountain	represents	a	fairly	unique	phenomenon	in	spirituality;	that	of	people	
worshipping	a	mountain.	

The	hill	is	one	of	the	panchabhuta	lingams	representing	the	fire-element,	Agni.	The	Skanda	
Purana	declares:	“This	is	the	holy	place.	Of	all,	Arunachala	is	the	most	sacred.	It	is	the	heart	
of	the	world.	Know	it	to	be	the	secret	and	sacred	Heart-centre	of	Siva.”	In	the	Maheshwara	
Khanda	of	Skandapurana,	sage	Veda	Vyasa	explains	in	detail	the	Glory	of	Arunachala	in	
thirty-seven	chapters.	Several	ancient	Tamil	scriptures	like	the	Arunachala	Mahatmyam,	
Lingapuranam	and	Shiva	Mahapuranam	also	glorify	the	hill	with	spiritual	depth	and	poetic	
beauty.	

The	following	summarizes	a	few	of	the	points	that	establishes	the	spiritual	significance	of	
Arunachala:	

• The	Puranas	say	that	the	primal	gods	Brahma	and	Vishnu	had	their	ego	sense	
destroyed	by	Siva	in	this	place.		

• The	Upanishads	claim	that	the	five	elements	were	enlightened	at	this	place	and	the	
eight	guardian	angels	of	the	eight	cardinal	points	were	absolved	of	their	original	
sins.		

• The	Puranas	further	say	that	all	sages	converge	to	Arunachala	for	consummation	of	
their	penance.	

• Parvathy,	consort	of	Siva,	won	over	the	left	half	of	Siva	at	this	place.	
• As	this	Hill	is	in	the	form	of	a	linga,	the	worship	of	Siva	originated	from	this	place.		
• The	formless	Supreme	Being	first	assumed	form	at	this	place.		
• All	the	major	Hindu	Festivals	viz.	Navaratri,	Sivaratri,	Aridhra	originated	from	this	

place.			
• There	are	about	96	Shrines	around	the	Hill.	
• There	are	more	than	52	ancient	texts	on	Arunachala.		
• In	all	major	foreign	languages,	literature	exists	on	Arunachala.		
• Annually,	thousands	of	devotees	throng	this	place	from	all	five	continents.		
• While	on	their	first	flight	to	the	moon,	the	astronauts	saw	a	brilliant	glow	emanating	

from	this	place	during	Karthigai	Deepam	festival.	
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• Arunachala	is	considered	to	be	the	very	embodiment	of	compassion	and	knowledge	
among	saints,	sages,	and	devotees.		

Over	the	centuries,	many	sages	and	saints	have	been	attracted	to	Arunachala	and	have	sung	
or	written	poetry	about	it.	The	most	famous	are	Manikkavacakar,	Appar,	Arunagirinatha,	
Jnanasambandar,	Sundaramurti	Nayanar,	Guhai	Namasivaya,	Guru	Namasivaya,	Isanya	
Desikar,	and	Ramana	Maharshi.	Their	inspired	compositions	are	ecstatic	outpourings	from	
the	spiritual	hearts	of	fully	illumined	sages.		Information	about	some	of	these	saints	can	be	
found	at	http://davidgodman.org/asaints/asaints.shtml	
The	sections	below	summarize	the	scriptural	declarations	of	the	spiritual	greatness	of	the	
Arunachala	hill	from	sacred	texts	and	the	utterances	of	realized	sages.	

References	in	the	Vedas:		

The	first	record	of	the	glory	of	Arunachala	is	in	the	Rig	Veda,	which	is	regarded	as	the	most	
ancient	scripture	in	the	world.	The	Rig	Veda	Brahmana	and	the	Baskara	Samhita	refer	to	
the	dispute	between	creator	Brahma	and	the	sustainer	Vishnu	as	to	which	of	them	is	
superior.	Lord	Arunachala,	the	Supreme	Being,	chose	to	appear	as	a	Column	of	Agni	or	
effulgence.	Sri	Rudram,	which	occurs	in	the	central	part	of	the	fourth	canto	of	the	Yajur	
Veda,	has	a	reference	to	the	term	'arunaya	cha	thamraya	cha'	which	signifies	Arunachala	as	
“the	copper	colored	one.”	In	the	Kenopanishad,	one	of	the	10	principal	Upanishads,	there	is	
a	narration	of	how	Arunachala	in	his	brilliance	humbled	the	Gods	and	removed	the	
ignorance	of	the	ruling	deities	of	the	elements.		

References	from	the	sayings	of	Sages	and	Saints:	

Sri	Ramana	Maharshi	(1879-1950)	

Bhagavan	Ramana	Maharshi	declared	that	the	hill	is	verily	Lord	Shiva	himself.		The	Hill	
drew	him	like	a	powerful	magnet	as	a	boy	of	16	and	he	stayed	there	for	the	rest	of	his	life.	
To	him,	Arunachala	was	Guru,	God	manifested,	the	Absolute.	He	often	quoted	from	the	
Arunachala	Mahatmyam,	"By	seeing	Chidambaram,	by	being	born	in	Tiruvarur,	by	dying	in	
Kasi,	or	by	merely	thinking	of	Arunachala,	one	will	surely	attain	Liberation."		
Sri	Ramana	Maharshi	has	sung	numerous	verses	extoling	the	divinity	and	sacredness	of	
Arunachala.	Here	are	some	of	them:	

“To search for God ignoring You who stand as Being and shine as Awareness 
is like looking, lamp in hand, for darkness. In order to reveal Yourself at last 
as Being and Awareness, You dwell in various forms in all religions. If still 
there are people who fail to see You whose Being is Awareness, they are no 
better than the blind who do not know the Sun. O mighty mountain Aruna, 
peerless Jewel, stand and shine, One without a second, the Self within my 
Heart.” 

- Sri Arunachala Ashtakam, verse 4 

“Arunachala! That best of devotees who, taking Thee as the sole refuge and 
having surrendered his all unto Thee, beholds with a pure heart all the 
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perceived world as Thine own Form. He loves Thee as none other than his 
own Self, mingles non-dually in Thee and, getting immersed in Thy form of 
Bliss, gains mukti and triumph.” 

 - Five Stanzas to Sri Arunachala, verse 2 

“Though He is truly motionless by nature, in the golden assembly hall at 
Chidambaram, Lord Shiva dances ecstatically before Parashakti, the very 
form of Peace and Quietude, thereby making Her motionless. But know that in 
the holy land of Arunachala (in Tiruvannamalai), in His motionless form, 
Lord Arunachala the Supreme Atman with Shakti withdrawn to merge in Him 
non-dually, soars high in all might and splendour shines triumphant.”  

– Sri Arunachala Navamanimalai, verse 1 

“I have seen a wonder, a magnetic Hill that forcibly attracts the soul. 
Arresting the activities of the soul who thinks of It even once, drawing it to 
face Itself, the One, making it thus motionless like Itself, It feeds upon that 
sweet (pure and ripened) soul; what a wonder is this! O souls, be saved by 
thinking of this great Arunagiri, which shines in the mind as the destroyer of 
the soul (the ego)!” 

 — Sri Arunachala Padikam, verse 10 

In	1938	the	authorities	of	Arunachaleswarar	Temple	filed	a	lawsuit	regarding	the	
ownership	of	Arunachala	Hill	which	was	being	claimed	by	the	Government	as	Forestry	
Department	property.	The	temple	authorities	cited	Sri	Ramana	Maharshi	as	a	witness.	On	
May	9,	1938,	the	Court	sent	a	Commission	to	record	Sri	Ramana	Maharshi’s	deposition.	The	
following	section	contains	a	complete	account	of	relevant	material	collected	by	Sri	Ramana	
Maharshi	for	that	deposition.	Along	with	his	own	personal	testament,	he	also	selected	
various	passages	from	a	selection	of	holy	works	to	prove	that	Arunachala	hill	is	a	linga,	the	
embodiment	of	Lord	Shiva.	He	copied	56	lines	from	the	Skanda	Mahapurana	Purvadha,	4	
from	the	Skanda	Mahapurana	Uttarardha	and	lines	from	both	the	Upamanyi	Bhakta	Vilasa	
and	the	Lingodbhavakala.	He	presented	them	to	the	Commission	as	authoritative	proof	of	
the	divinity	of	the	Hill.	

Sri	Ramana	Maharshi’s	Deposition,	May	8,	1938	

There is an aitikya that this hill is linga swaroopam, that is to say, that this 
hill itself is Swamy. This aitikya is not to be found anywhere else. That is the 
cause of the glory of this place. The aitikya of this place is that this hill is 
Easwaraswaroopam and that the Swaroopam is full of thejas. Every year 
Deepothsavam is celebrated in the form of Deepam. Authority for this is found 
in the Vedas, the puranas and stotras of devotees. Also giripradakshina is 
done following this aitikya that the above said hill is Siva swaroopam. I also 
have faith in giripradakshina and have experience of it. There is no sastra to 
separate the hill from the temple.  

This aitikya is observed during Karthikai Deepam. That this festival is 
conducted both at the top of the hill and in the temple at the same time proves 
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this. Moreover, proving that the above said hill is Easwaraswaroopam, the 
Arunachaleswarar who is in the form of a vigraham in the temple also 
performs giripradakshina twice every year. Also, in accordance with the 
aitikya that the hill is Easwaraswaroopam, the Devasthanam is conducting 
abhishekam to the top of the hill in the same way that it would to a lingam. 
For the last 10-12 years the cauldron for lighting the Deepam at the top of the 
hill is carried to the top every year during the festival. Previous to this the 
cauldron was left there itself for a very long time.  
I am a devotee of Arunachaleswarar. I have composed a song in Tamil saying 
that the above said hill is Easwaraswaroopam. The Lord Arunachala 
appeared out of the hill and at the request of Brahma and Vishnu merged into 
the hill and again appeared as lingam down the hill. The hill continues to 
represent the Lord. 
 

Sri	Ramana’s	Quotes	from	the	Skanda	Mahapurana	

Sri	Ramana	Maharshi	actually	quoted	from	both	sections	of	the	Skanda	Mahapurana,	which	
is	divided	into	two	sections:	The	Purvardha	(the	first	half)	contains	thirteen	chapters	and	
the	Uttarardha	(the	second	half)	numbers	twenty	four	chapters.	Reproduced	below	the	
verses	selected	by	Sri	Ramana	Maharshi	from	the	Skanda	Mahapurana	(both	sections)	and	
from	the	Vidyeswara	Samhita	of	the	Siva	Mahapurana.		The	exact	verse	number	is	specified	
within	parentheses.	

Purvardha	–	Chapter	1	
	
Sanaka said to Brahma: 
O repository of Grace, O foremost among devas, on earth there are some 
Sivalingas which are divine, some are installed by human beings and siddhas, 
and others are composed of the five elements. (9) 

Tell me, which linga in Jambudvipa (the island of Jambu, is a name given to 
the land mass in which India is situated) is immaculate, divine, capable of 
destroying enemies (such as lust, anger etc), self-originated and effulgent? 
(10) 
  
Brahma said: 
Hear how in ancient days the wonderful and effulgent Siva, who is full of 
motiveless grace, manifested with the name Arunadri (Arunadri is another 
name of Arunachala). (22) 
 
(First line). Narayana and I were born from Him (Sadasiva) who transcends 
the universe…  (23) 
 
Once we two, who were self-born, began to argue with each other…  (24) 
 
Seeing the intensity with which we were fighting with each other, Iswara 
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(Lord Siva), who is the embodiment of Grace, then thought. (25) 
 
…He (Sadasiva) rose as a Column of Fire between us, who were fighting. (31) 
 
Chapter	2 
 
Brahma and Vishnu prayed to Lord Siva: 
Withdrawing Your effulgence, abide as an inanimate Linga named 
Arunachala in order to bestow grace upon the world. (31)  
 
Isvara said: 
…The nature of an inanimate Linga in the form of Arunachala was assumed 
(by Siva). (50) 
 
This indeed is the Effulgent Linga, the sole cause of the universe, which is 
visible on earth and which is renowned as Arunadri. (51)   
 
Chapter	4 
I truly abide here on earth in the form of an Effulgence named Arunachala for 
bestowing Liberation. (37) 
 
Since this Hill removes the heap of sins from all the worlds, and since 
bondage (runa) gets annihilated when ones sees it, it is named 
Arunachala.(38) 
 
In ancient days, when a fight arose between Brahma and Vishnu, who were 
both born from a part of me, I manifested myself in the form of an Effulgence 
in order to remove their delusion. (40) 
 
At their further request I, who was in an Effulgent Form, became the 
inanimate Linga named Arunachala. (43)  
 
Chapter	5 
 
Devi said to Gautama: 
Siva told me, “I abide on earth as Arunachala,” and said that I should hear 
the glory of Arunachala from your lips. (24)  
 
Gautama said: 
…In ancient days Brahma and Vishnu, who had come into existence from a 
part of the Effulgence of Siva, but who had become egoistic, fought with a 
desire to conquer each other . . . . . (42-43) 
  
…In order to subdue the pride of these two, who were fighting in this manner, 
Sadasiva, who is meditated upon by yogis, assumed the form of a Column of 
Fire without beginning, middle or end, and stood between them illumining the 
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ten directions. . . . . (43-44) 
 
At their request, Devesa (Lord Siva, the Lord of devas) subdued His own 
effulgence and assumed the form of an inanimate linga renowned as Arunadri 
and He now shines as such (in calmness). (47)  
 
Chapter	6 
 
Isvara said: 
 
I abide on earth in the form of Arunachala . . . . . (21) 
 
…That Effulgent Form alone is called Arunachala. (22) 
 
…This Effulgent Form, which is fiery, unmanifest and of the nature of limitless 
glory, has cooled down in order to protect the world. (23)  
 
Chapter	7 
 
The devas said: 
O Bhagavan, O Arunadrisa, O you who do good to the whole world! Although 
you are of the form of fire, do Thou shine calmly in the world. (9)  
 
Gautama said: 
Having been prayed to by the devas, Arunadrisa gradually cooled down and 
became perfectly tranquil as Arunachala in order to protect the world. (5) 
 
Chapter	8 
 
You (Lord Siva) are seen on earth as the famous Sonadri. (Sonadri is a name 
for Arunachala.) . . . . . (20) 
  
Nowhere else on earth have I seen even one linga in the form of a Hill . . . . . 
(17) 
 
Chapter	13 
 
Brahma said: 
This is Sadasiva Himself in the form of Arunachala, which is seen as the 
Supreme Effulgence, the cause of creation, sustenance and dissolution. (43) 
 
This Effulgent Linga is worshipped by all the devas. Because of that (the 
existence of this Linga on earth), the karma bhumi (Karma bhumi is a name 
for this earth.) is considered to possess more dharma than any other world. 
(44)  
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Uttarardha	–	Chapter	4 
 
Nandikesvara said: 
There God, Sambhu, the One who does what is good for the world, has 
Himself assumed the form of Hill and abides as Arunachala. (12) 
  
This Hill, which is Parameswara Himself, is considered by Maharshis to be 
superior to Meru, Kailasa and Mandara. (14) 
 
…Neither Meru nor Kailasa nor Mandara are equal to Arunadri, because 
they are abodes of Lord Siva made up of huge rocks, whereas this 
(Arunachala) is Girisa (Girisa means the Lord of the Hill, Siva) Himself. (58-
59)  
 
Chapter	16 
 
Siva said: 
For the welfare of the world, may my Effulgent Form, which is inanimate and 
eternal, abide here forever with the name Arunadri. (27)  
 
Chapter	20 
 
Gautama said: 
…This Arunadri is the Hill of Fire itself in a concealed form. (21) 
  
Siva	Mahapurana 
 
Vidyeswara	Samhita	–	Chapter	9 
 
Isvara said: 
Since this Linga rose up as a Hill of Fire, it shall be renowned as Arunachala 
(the Red Hill). (21) 
 
. . . . . Since this formless column, which reveals my Brahmatva (my nature as 
Brahman), possesses the characteristics of a linga, it shall be my Linga . . . . . 
(41-42) 

 

Adi	Shankaracharya	(8th	century)	

Adi	Shankara,	in	his	bestowing	of	1008	names	to	Arunachala,	the	presiding	deity	of	
Tiruvannamalai,	has	included	Giripradakshina	Priya	(lover	of	Giripradakshina)	as	one	of	
them.	It	is	custom	accredited	and	accepted	that	lord	Arunachala	mimself,	who	is	so	fond	of	
the	hill,	goes	around	the	hill	twice	a	year	with	his	consort	Unnamulai.	In	his	Arunachala	
Ashtaka,	he	declares	the	Arunachala	Hill	to	be	of	the	form	of	Sri	Chakra,	thus	linking	its	
spiritual	and	earthly	significance.	In	the	Sahasranama	Archana,	“Om	Giripradakshanaya	
Namaha”	finds	a	place.		
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In his famous work Sivananda Lahiri, he says: 

O all-pervading Lord. I worship You. 
If as a fruit of that worship, You grant me the privilege. 
Of becoming a Brahma or Vishnu, I shall have to assume the form of swan. 
Or even a boar to see You again. And after failing in that effort. 
How can I bear the sorrow? Therefore grant me O Lord. 
Without delay eternal bliss. 

Sri	Jnanasambandar	(7thCentury)	

Of	all	the	saints	who	adored	Arunachala	in	many	hymns,	the	child-like	Jnanasambandar’s	
songs	are	remarkable.	Bright	effulgence	that	he	saw	in	Araiyanai	Nallur	led	him	to	
Tiruvannamalai.	His	Tevaram	verses	are	world	renown.	In	one	of	the	Tevaram	verses	he	
admirably	brings	out	the	reality	about	Arunachala’s	swaroopa	(form).	He	saw	the	holy	hill	
as	the	manifestation	of	knowledge	(jnana).	Bhagavan	Sri	Ramana	Maharshi	often	said	that	
was	the	best	and	exact	description	of	this	Hill	of	Wisdom.	Here	are	some	of	his	verses	
extolling	Arunachala	from	the	padiakams	of	Tevaram:	

The unequalled god who is united with Uṇṇāmulai Umai, having fixed her in 
the left half of this body. The mountain which belongs to the Lord who is 
completely a lady. 
The big gems of sapphire to shine  
The acts, good and bad, of those who worship with joined hands Aṇṇāmalai, 
where the collection of streams which are full of fertile silt and which make a 
gentle sound, will be severed from them without fail.  
On Aṇṇāmalai which has expansive slopes where the light of the extremely hot 
sun steps aside and gives way, and which belongs to Civaṉ who shot the three 
forts by discharging an arrow.  
It is equal to penance if one cherishes with love the feet of those who are able 
to recite the tamiḻ verses of Ñāṉacampantaṉ in Kāḻi where indian cuckoos 
sing being an accompaniment to the instrument's horn.  

Aṇṇāmalai which has a slope in which the crescent that rises in the evening 
comes in contact with the hill which has old boulders, and which has the 
music of the muḻavu which was played earlier.  
Is the temple where the supreme god who removes the sins that bind the souls 
of devotees who worship him along with the accumulated acts and the acts yet 
to come and bear their fruits.  

Guhai	Namashivaya	(16th	Century)		

He	was	a	great	saint	who	was	drawn	to	Arunachala.	Here	are	some	of	his	verses	hailing	the	
greatness	of	Arunachala:	

Directions, all four, hold holy places and places of glory, yet will any match 
Arunachala? Matchless is this Arunachala, greater than the content of the 
Vedas, greater than all the gods and celestials. How do I praise the crown and 
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feet of Annamalai that even Ayan (Brahma) and Vishnu were unable to find? 
Oh the light of Justice is His form and beyond the reach of celestials is His 
house, pure and vast Expanse. 

— Venba Tirattu  

The Hill which draws to Itself those who are rich in jnana tapas (those who 
are ever intent on gaining wisdom) is this Arunachala. 

— Annamalai Venba 

Lord Arunagiri! Form of true knowledge! Guru to whom I call out 'Om 
Namasivaya!' Do not scorn me as one who is devoid of Love for you, who is a 
liar and without self-respect, who is mentally immature and deficient in 
intelligence, but take me to yourself and be my Lord! 

- Tiruvarunai Tanivenba v. 11 

Taking into my heart as my Guru the Red Mountain Lord [Arunachala], who 
now stands formless before me, I have put to flight the unutterable arrogance 
of my good and evil deeds, my soul's indissoluble threefold impurity and my 
unparalleled accumulation of karma. 

 - Arunagiri Antadi v.85 

Those who desire the boons of fame, long life and children, all praise the Red 
Mountain Lord. For those who praise him continually, incapable of forgetting 
him even when asleep, there is no further rebirth. 

- Arunagiri Antadi v.27 

Guru	Namashivaya	(16th	century)  

He	was	the	most	eminent	and	well	known	of	Guhai	Namashivaya’s	disciples.	
His	most	famous	poem,	Annamalai	Venba	extols	Siva	in	the	form	of	Arunachala	and	
repeatedly	praises	the	greatness	of	his	Guru,	whom	he	considered	to	be	Arunachala-Siva	in	
human	form.		Here	are	a	few	verses	from	Annamalai	Venba:	

Mountain, dancer of the primal dance, Mountain sought on that day by the 
two.  

Mountain adorned with the bright moon and the dancing serpent. Mountain 
where justice flourishes.   

Mountain who summons those rich in jnana tapas, Saying, 
'Come!'  Annamalai. 

Mountain who destroys the births of devotees.   

Mountain who fosters the births of the cruel and the faithless.   

Mountain who causes love to stream forth. Mountain who, taking the form of 
the bird Simbul,   
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Came and vanquished the lion:  Annamalai.   

Isanya	Desikar	(1750-1829)		

His	Svanubhava	Stotra	Pamalai	(Garland	of	Hymns	of	Self-Experience)	contains	117	verses,	
all	of	which	were	addressed	to	Lord	Arunachala.	Here	are	some	of	his	verses	that	clearly	
show	that	in	discovering	Arunachala	he	had	found	both	his	true	Guru	and	his	God.				

O Arunachala! Your devotees, recognising you as the infinite reality who is 
grace embodied in the form of fire, beyond the reach of Brahma and Vishnu, 
sang in praise of your greatness. I, who have in a miraculous way found you 
and adopted you as my Guru, may say many things about you, but all I really 
know is that you are the great and adored Lord Arunagiri. I am unable to say 
anything more. 

 In my identity with the body I had the sense of 'I' and 'mine' in the three states 
of waking, dream and sleep. By your gracious love this sense has vanished 
like a dream. You made me turn to you, O Arunachala, you who burn like a 
flame. You burnt away my Self-forgetfulness. 

You are the Lord, the Guru, intelligence, the law, our goal. You are absorbed 
in the Self and you abide as the Self which is everything, with nothing 
separate from it. In a myriad ways you engage in sport in the world of forms: 
I as you, you as I. O Supreme Infinite Siva! You shine within the devout as the 
Self that is awareness. 

Manikkavacakar	(9th	century)		

He	was	a	great	Tamil	poet	saint.		His	famous	work	Tiruvembavai	(the	songs	are	sung	during	
the	early	morning	puja	during	Margazi	month)	was	composed	near	Adi-Annamalai	Temple	
behind	the	Arunachala	Hill.		The	Tiruvadavuradigal	Puranam,	a	poetic	retelling	of	
Manikkavachakar’s	life,	includes	several	verses	that	describe	his	visit	to	Arunachala.		Here	
are	some	of	them:		

You [Shiva] who abide in the form of a mountain  
which appeared on that day as a column of flame  
for the two to seek!  
Blissful life which fills our hearts!’  
Thus did he worship the Supreme Mountain Lord,  
receiving His grace, before proceeding forth  
to enter Arunai’s prosperous city.  
 
Praise be to the Mountain of cool ambrosia,  
mixed with the milk of green-hued Unnamulai, 
which men and gods alike drink down  
to cure the overpowering malady of their birth and death!  
 
Praise be to the Mountain of burnished gold,  
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at whose side sits the slender  
green-hued form of Unnamulai,  
who is the earth’s protectress 

Arunagirinathar	(1330-1405)		

Renowned	as	one	of	Tiruvannamalai's	most	famous	saints	was	a	bhakta	of	Lord	Muruga	
who	lived	at	the	foot	of	Arunachala.	It	was	at	Arunachala	that	he	had	the	grand	experience	
of	the	self	and	spread	the	glory	of	his	beloved	Muruga.	His	Tiruppugazh	(The	Glory	of	God)	
and	Kandar	Anubhuti	have	become	classics	of	Tamil	devotional	literature.	In	both	these	
works	he	extols	Arunachala	as	the	essence	of	Jnana	which	consumes	all	knowledge.	

In the midst of the assembly of your devotees who deserved your compassion... 
You came once in Arunachala...O Victor on the peacock! You came to my help 
in Arunachala in a way that people of the world can perceive and praise your 
great compassion 

Arunachala	and	Machu	Picchu	-	The	Two	Opposite	Spiritual	Axes	of	the	World	

Ramana	Maharshi	was	quite	certain	about	the	existence	of	a	corresponding	Holy	hill	
exactly	on	the	side	opposite	Arunachala,	on	the	other	side	of	the	globe.	The	following	
extract	from	a	book	by	Sadhu	Arunachala	(Major	A.	W.	Chadwick)	discusses	this	idea:	

Bhagavan used to say that Arunachala was the top of the spiritual axis of the 
earth. He said ‘There must be another mountain corresponding to Arunachala 
at exactly the opposite side of the globe, the corresponding pole of the 
spiritual axis.’ So certain was He of this, that one evening He made me fetch 
an atlas and see if this was not correct. I found, according to the atlas, the 
exact opposite point came in the sea about a hundred miles off the coast of 
Peru. He seemed doubtful about this. I pointed out that there might be some 
island at this spot or a mountain under the sea. It was not until some years 
after Bhagavan’s passing that a visiting Englishman had a tale of a spot, 
supposed to be a great secret-power centre, in the Andes somewhere in this 
latitude. 

—	A	Sadhu’s	Reminiscences	of	Ramana	Maharshi	

As	indicated	by	the	Maharshi,	there	is	indeed	a	sacred	mountain	at	the	
other	end	of	the	axis	in	Peru.	The	Inca	Indians	worshipped	this	mountain	
and	established	a	very	sacred	spiritual	city	there	called	Machu	Picchu.	

The	sprawling	Incan	citadel,	high	on	the	Andes,	has	been	voted	as	one	of	
the	official	‘New	7	Wonders	of	the	World’.	It	is	often	referred	to	as	‘The	
Lost	City	of	the	Incas’	and	perhaps	the	most	familiar	icon	of	the	Inca	
World.	It	has	been	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	since	1983.	

While	it	may	not	be	geographically	exactly	opposite	Arunachala,	it	is	
worth	adding	that	such	expectation	would	be	unreasonable,	since	the	
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earth	is	not	a	precise	sphere.	The	global	coordinates	for	Tiruvannamalai	
and	Machu	Picchu	are	as	follows:	

Tiruvannamalai:	12n13,	79e04		

Machu	Picchu:	13s07,	72w34	
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Appendix	B	–	Substantiation	for	Arunachala	Meeting	UNESCO	WHS	Criteria	#3	

(This	section	is	a	preliminary	draft	of	the	argument	for	Arunachala	meeting	its	WHS	
criteria	#3:	“Bears	a	unique	or	exceptional	testimony	to	a	cultural	tradition	or	to	a	
civilization	which	is	living	or	which	has	disappeared.”)	

Skandasramam,	a	small	hermitage	built	on	the	flank	of	the	mountain,	owes	its	importance	
solely	to	the	avadhuta	sannyasin	Ramana	Maharshi	establishing	his	abode	there	from	1916	
to	1922.	His	devotees	built	this	stone	hut	for	him;	it	did	not	exist	previously.	He	previously	
lived	in	Virupaksha	Cave,	which	is	lower	down	on	the	mountain,	from	1899	to	1916.	

Previous	to	Ramana	Maharshi,	Virupaksha	Cave	was	inhabited	by	many	cave-dwelling	
avadhuta	sannyasins.	The	most	well-known	among	them	was	a	Saivite	saint	from	Andhra	
Pradesh	named	Virupaksha	Deva,	who	lived	there	in	the	16th	or	17th	century.	Virupaksha	
Deva	is	described	in	Arunachala	the	Holy	Hill	by	Skandarananda	(R.	Henninger),	Sri	
Ramanasramam	publication,	1995,	p.46-47.	About	100	feet	down	the	Hill	from	Virupaksha	
Cave	there	is	also	a	place	(not	controlled	by	ASI	or	maintained	by	Sri	Ramanasramam)	
where	several	avadhuta	sannyasins	lived,	including	one	concurrently	with	Virupaksha	
Deva.	This	avadhuta	was	Guru	Namashivaya;	he	and	Virupaksha	Deva	were	devotees	of	the	
avadhuta	Gugai	Namashivayarum	who	lived	in	that	place	previously.	There	is	now	a	small	
hermitage	in	that	place	which	devotees	maintain.		

Prior	to	the	advent	of	Ramana	Maharishi,	Tiruvannamalai’s	most	famous	avadhuta	
sannyasin	was	probably	Arunagirinatha,	a	Murugan	bhakta	who	lived	at	Arunachala	in	the	
fourteenth	century.	Isanya	Desikar	was	another	avadhuta	who	is	regarded	as	one	of	the	
major	sages	associated	with	Arunachala.	

We	can	say	that	Arunachala	is	strongly	associated	with	the	sannyasin	avadhuta	tradition	
through	these	reknowned	sages	that	lived	there.	
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Appendix	C	–	Substantiation	for	Arunachala	Meeting	UNESCO	WHS	Criteria	#8	

(This	section	is	a	preliminary	draft	of	the	argument	for	Arunchala	meeting	its	WHS	criteria	
#8:	“Is	an	outstanding	example	representing	major	stages	of	Earth's	history,	
including	the	record	of	life,	significant	on-going	geological	processes	in	the	
development	of	landforms,	or	significant	geomorphic	or	physiographic	features”.)	
The	Arunachala	Hill	(Latitude	12°	11'N,	Longitude	79°	02'E)	is	an	isolated	hill,	about	fifty	
miles	inland	from	the	Bay	of	Bengal	and	rises	to	a	peak	of	2,634	feet	above	sea	level.	It	is	
part	of	the	Eastern	Ghats	mountain	range	of	North	Arcot	District	in	Tamil	Nadu.			
While	the	Indian	subcontinent’s	most	famous	mountain	range	formation,	the	Himalayas,	is	
less	than	50	million	years	old,	scientific	and	geological	research	has	proved	that	the	rock	
formation	of	the	Arunachala	Hill	dates	back	to	the	Achaean	age	and	is	2.5	Billion	years	old.		
Professor	Kent	C.	Condie,	Professor	of	Geochemistry	at	the	Dept.	of	Earth	&	
Environmental	Science,	of	New	Mexico	Institute	of	Mining	&	Technology	led	a	research	
team	that	came	to	this	conclusion	in	1986.		That	same	study	also	found	that	the	dykes	of	
dolerite	found	traversing	the	granite	formation	of	Arunachala	belong	to	the	Proterozoic	age.		
Reference:	Condie,	K.C.,	Bowling,	G.P.,	and	Allen,	P.,	1986.		Origin	of	granites	in	an	Achaean	
high-grade	terrain,	southern	India.		Contribution	to	Mineralogy	and	Petrology.			

Research	conducted	by	the	Colorado	Geological	survey	date	the	Achaean	metamorphic	
rocks	in	Colorado	to	be	2.7	billion	years	old.		That	is	when	they	metamorphosed;	suggesting	
the	original	rocks	were	even	older.	
http://geosurvey.state.co.us/geology/metamorphicrocks/Pages/AchaeanMetamorphicRoc
ks.aspx	
This	further	confirms	that	the	Achaean	rock	formation	of	Arunachala	must	be	at	least	2.5	
Billion	years	old.	
The	Geological	Survey	of	India	has	confirmed	that	the	Hill	consists	of	igneous	rocks,	
mostly	charnockites.	Here	is	an	excerpt	from	their	report	published	in	1974:		

The	very	formation	of	the	Hill	is	peculiar	to	its	weathering	as	well	as	its	
strength,	which	originates	from	the	upheaval	of	magma.		The	other	
peculiarity	of	this	region	is	that	there	is	little	or	no	tectonic	activity	
recorded,	i.e.,	the	characteristics	of	these	belts	have	not	undergone	
drastic	seismological	changes	over	a	long	period	of	time.	The	earth’s	
molten	mass	at	Arunachala	was	condensed	into	rock,	and	the	earliest	
known	such	solid	rock	formation	took	place	in	the	period	known	as	the	
Achaean	age,	about	3.8	billion	years	ago.	These	earliest	rock	formations	
were	termed	charnockite.	

The	Geological	Survey	of	India	has	been	so	intrigued	by	the	rock	formation	of	the	region	
that	they	have	been	organising	annual	field	training	camps	in	the	area	as	a	study	ground	for	
Achaean	rock	formation.	
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Dr.	Birbal	Sahani,	renowned	Indian	paleo-botanist	(1891-1949)	in	his	presidential	
address	to	the	Indian	Science	Congress	also	declared	that	the	Deccan	plateau,	particularly	
the	Eastern	Ghats,	is	known	to	be	one	of	the	oldest	lands	on	earth.		
Recent	studies	made	by	Sri	T.	V.	Visvanathan,	Deputy	Director	General	(retired),	
Geological	Survey	of	India,	further	confirm	the	geological	significance	and	antiquity	of	the	
Arunachala	Hill.		A	1970	report	by	Sri	T.	V.	Visvanathan	notes:	

The	section	from	Tiruvannamalai	towards	Villupuram	contains	various	
stages	of	magmatisation	of	the	charnockite	(migmatite	is	a	complex	rock	
with	a	banded	or	veined	appearance,	consisting	of	a	mixture	of	igneous	
and	metamorphic	rocks.)	In	Arunachala,	the	rock	is	found	to	be	2.55	
billion	years	old.	The	detailed	study	of	the	world’s	mountains,	with	
particular	reference	to	India,	reveals	the	following	features:	the	world’s	
famous	mountain	ranges,	viz.	Alps,	Rockies,	Andes,	Himalayan	and	
Appalachian	ranges	contain	high	peaks	at	very	high	altitudes,	but	geo-
chronologically	they	do	not	come	under	the	Achaean	period	and	belong	to	
younger	ages.	The	Himalayan	ranges	(including	Mount	Everest	and	
Mount	Kailash)	are	less	than	50	million	years	old.	The	upheaval	of	the	
Himalayas	was	not	a	continuous	process	but	took	place	in	four	phases	or	
stages.	As	for	the	Holy	Hill	of	Arunachala,	the	upheaval	happened	in	one	
single	stage.	

The	Western	seeker	Paul	Brunton,	who	came	and	stayed	in	Ramanasramam	with	
Bhagavan	and	is	the	author	of	A	Search	in	Secret	India,	writes	in	another	book,	“Message	
from	Arunachala”:	

A	geologist	friend	of	mine	from	America	who	visited	me	lately	proclaimed	
Arunachala	to	have	been	thrown	up	by	the	earth	under	the	stress	of	some	
violent	volcanic	eruption	in	the	dim	ages	before	even	the	coal-bearing	
strata	were	formed.	In	fact,	he	dated	this	rocky	mass	of	granite	back	to	
the	earliest	epoch	of	the	history	of	our	planet’s	crust,	that	epoch	which	
long	preceded	the	vast	sedimentary	formations	in	which	fossil	records	of	
plants	and	animals	have	been	preserved.	It	existed	long	before	gigantic	
saurians	of	the	prehistoric	world	moved	their	ungainly	forms	through	the	
primeval	forests	that	covered	our	early	earth.	He	went	even	further	and	
made	it	contemporaneous	with	the	formation	of	the	very	crust	of	the	
earth	itself.	Arunachala,	he	asserted,	was	almost	as	hoary	and	as	ancient	
as	our	planetary	home	itself.	It	was	indeed	a	remnant	of	the	vanished	
continent	(Kumarikandam)	of	sunken	Lemuria,	of	which	the	indigenous	
legends	still	keep	a	few	memories.	The	Tamil	traditions	not	only	speak	of	
the	vast	antiquity	of	this	and	other	hills,	but	assert	that	the	Himalayas	
were	not	thrown	up	till	later.	Untold	centuries,	therefore,	pressed	their	
weight	upon	this	time-defying	pile	which	arose	so	abruptly	from	the	
plains.	The	whole	peak	offers	no	pretty	panorama	of	regular	outline,	
straight	sides	and	balanced	proportions,	but	rather	the	reverse.	Even	its	
base	wanders	aimlessly	about	an	eight	mile	circuit,	with	several	spurs	



Establishing	Arunachala	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site	
	

	 	 Page	45	

and	foot	hills,	as	though	unable	to	make	up	its	mind	as	to	when	it	shall	
come	to	an	end.	Its	substance	is	nothing	but	igneous	and	laterite	rock.	
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Appendix	D	–	Details	of	2005	Affidavit	in	Settlement	of	2001	Legal	Suit	

This	appendix	contains	the	July	12,	2005	affidavit	filed	by	the	Commissioner	of	the	
Tiruvannamalai	Municipality	(Mr.	V.	Akbar)	which	formed	the	basis	of	the	dismissal	of	the	
preservation	lawsuit	brought	by	T.V.Chandramouli	of	Sri	Ramanasramam	(the	lawsuit	was	
dismissed	on	October	3,	2005	based	on	the	affidavit).	
See	p.	6,	Why	Put	Arunachala	Under	Protection	as	a	UNESCO	World	Heritage	Site?	section,	
for	a	description	of	the	events	leading	up	to	this	affidavit.	
The	following	is	the	full	text	of	the	affidavit.	
	

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 

[CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION] 
S.L.P. (CIVIL) Nos.12443-12447 OF 2001. 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
Commissioner: 

Thiruvannamalai Municipality    …   Petitioner                              
-Versus- 

Arunachala Giri Pradakshana 
Samithi and others.      …  Respondents 

AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF' THE PETITIONER IN RESPONSE TO THE 
AFFIDAVIT OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF' 

INDIA- GOVERNMENT OF INDIA DEPOSED TO BY Dr. K.P. 
PUNACHA PURSUANT TO THE ORDERS DATED 20.01.2005 

OF THIS HON'BLE COURT. 
I, V. Akbar, aged about 56 years, son of Shri 

Abdul Vahab Sahib, Commissioner of Thiruvannamalai 
Municipality, Thiruvannamalai, Tamil Nadu, presently 

at New Delhi, do hereby solemnly affirm and state as 
follows: 

1. I state that I am the Commissioner of the Thiruvannamalai Municipality, 
the petitioner herein, and am conversant with the facts of the case as borne out 
from the records, and as such, I am competent to swear this affidavit. I state 
that I have read a copy of the aforesaid affidavit and in response thereto, I am 
instructed to state as under: 
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2. Before adverting to the proposals made and positions adopted by the 
Government of India in the aforesaid affidavit, I seek to place certain 
preliminary and essential facts on record. These are: 

(i) That Thiruvannamalai is a popular temple town in Tamil Nadu. It is 
connected to other towns by nine entry roads which converge on its main 
street called ‘Car Street' that travels along the ‘girivalam' or ‘giri pradakshana 
path' for about 4 kms through the centre of the town. Thiruvannamalai is a 
Municipality established under the Tamil Nadu District Municipalities Act, 
1920 (hereinafter ‘Municipal Act'). The Municipal Act as amended from time 
to time makes extensive provisions in Chapter IX for Streets and in Chapter X 
for the regulation and construction of buildings. The Tamil Nadu District 
Municipalities' Building Rules 1972 have been framed under the Municipal 
Act aforesaid and apply to the entire area, which has been declared to be a 
Municipality under the Act. In addition G.O. Ms. No.22 (MAWS) issued by 
the Government of Tamil Nadu on 30.01.1997 restricts the height of all 
buildings to be constructed within one kilometre of the temple wall to a height 
of 9 metres. I crave leave of this Hon 'ble Court to refer to and rely upon the 
said Act, Rules and notification at the hearing. 

(ii) In addition to the provisions of the Municipal Act and Rules, which apply 
to building activities within the area of the Municipality, the Tamil Nadu 
Town & Country Planning Act, 1971 (hereinafter ‘Planning Act') has been 
extended to the entire State and specifies Regional Planning Areas, New 
Town Areas and areas for detailed planning. lt envisages the appointment of 
Planning Authorities in respective territorial extent and empowers the local 
Planning Authorities to prepare a Master Plan for the area. The Planning Act 
applies to Thiruvannamalai. The' district of Thiruvannamalai was created in 
1989. The Thiruvannamalai Municipality was notified as a single local 
planning area' under section 10(4) of the Town & Country Planning Act. 

(iii) As per sub-section (3) of Section 11 of the Tamil Nadu Town & Country 
Planning Act, 1971, the Government of Tamil Na.du has notified the 
Thiruvannamalai Composite Local Planning Authority under the District 
Collector with other officials to regulate all land use zones including all the 
Panchayats falling within the ‘girivalam' path outside the areas of the 
Thiruvannamalai Municipality. 

(iv) The Master Plan for this town was originally approved on 20.09.1984 
vide G.O.Ms. No.802 Housing & Urban Development Department. The 
Master Plan was reviewed in 1995 and thereafter has been modified from time 
to time. I state that all developments in and around the town of 
Thiruvannamalai are regulated and controlled under the Acts aforesaid. 

(v) I state that the area under the jurisdiction of the Thiruvannamalai 
Municipality is approximately 13.5 sq. kms., covering a population of approx. 
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1,50,000 people with about 30% being the non Hindu population. The main 
connecting road in the town called the Bangalore Road travels 4 kms on the · 
‘girivalam '. The local people reside on both sides of this ‘girivalam'. 
Presently there exist about 10,000 residences/ houses in the area between the 
girivalam and the hillside constituting the residences for approximately 1/3rd 
of the town. 

(vi) The buildings on the girivalam also consist of mosques, temples, schools 
and residences of the officials of the Government. These buildings have been 
there for many years - several for hundreds of years. The lands in  
Thiruvannamalai are either ·patta' lands (lands vesting absolute title in the 
owner) or 'Poramboke lands' (lands owned by the Government). I state that the 
Government exercises absolute control over the Poramboke lands while in 
respect of the patta lands falling within the Municipal/Panchayat areas, land 
owners only obtain permissions for the purposes of erecting buildings or for 
carrying out repairs/renovations thereof. Many of these structures need urgent 
repairs. The Government cannot deny landowners the privilege of erecting 
their own houses or structures on the patta lands provided the said 
constructions conform to the applicable regulations or the Master Plan and the 
applicable building laws. 

(vii) I state that between 4-5 lakh pilgrims/ devotees visit this town on each 
full moon night i.e., 'purnima'. During the annual Kartik festival, about 25 
lakh devotees/pilgrims visit the Arunachaleshwarar temple which is dedicated 
to Lord Shiva. These pilgrims/ devotees do not stay in the town but come 
during the day and largely leave by night hours. 

(viii) I state that the hub of the town is the Annamalai hill with a height of 
2472 ft., which is regarded as Lord Shiva himself the path along the hill called 
the 'girivalam' is a stretch of road 14 Kms., which circumambulates the hill 
and the Arunachaleshwarar temple situate on the eastern side of the hill in an 
area of approx., 24.32 acres. About 4 kms. of the 'girivalam' falls within the 
Municipal limits, while the remaining 11 kms., falls within the control of five 
different panchayats. The life of the town's people centres on these deities and 
structures. I state that the temple in itself, which as aforementioned is situated 
in 24.32 acres of land; has four main entrances called ‘gopurams' built in the 
16th century, the highest being 217 ft. Within the temple precincts, there are 
water tanks, an orphanage, cow sheds to look after the temple cows and 
temple elephant, notified areas for collecting used flowers and other offerings 
made by the devotees. There are only two shops run inside the temple 
compound for selling prasadams, offerings, pictures and temple memorabilia 
which have been in existence for decades now. No other shops exist within the 
temple precincts. There are no encroachments on the outer walls of the temple, 
all having had been removed by the Municipality acting in tandem with the 
Collector appointed under the Tamil Nadu Hindu Religious & Charitable 
Endowments Act, 1959, under which the temple is administered. The 
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Arunachaleshwarar temple is administered, controlled and regulated under the 
provisions of the Tamil Nadu Hindu Charitable & Endowment Act, 1959. 

(ix) The hill, path and temple are places of worship where devotees and 
pilgrims circumambulate the) girivalam on full moon nights (Purnimas) and 
during the ·Kartik Deepams'. On full moon nights, as many as 5 lakh pilgrims 
do their pradakshana on this 'girivalam'- 4 kms. of which falls within the 
Municipal area while 11 Kms. Falls within the control of the Panchayats. I 
state that this 4 Kms., stretch which is the main street of the town is also the 
main trunk road. 

3. I state that the aforesaid public interest litigation was commenced before 
the Hon 'ble High Court of Judicature at Madras seeking various directions for 
preserving the 13.5 Kms. long 'girivalam' or 'giri pradakshana path' 
(hereinafter 'Path') and the 'Arunachaleshwarar Temple' (hereinafter 'temple’). 

4. During the course of proceedings before the Hon 'ble High Court and 
subsequent proceedings before this Hon'ble Court, various authorities and 
private institutions, mooting proposals for the purported maintenance of this 
town ·and the protection of the temple and the 'girivalam', have filed affidavits. 
I state that most ·of the suggestions given for the purpose of preservation of 
this temple town are based on assumptions and inferences without there being 
a proper verification of facts and ground realities. Projections and suggestions 
have been made in affidavits in the absence of material and relevant 
information giving an impression which is totally contrary to ground realities. 
These affidavits give unilateral views without the deponents thereof 
consulting the local populace or discussing issues with the authorities. Many a 
suggestion seek to impinge on the powers and authority of the State 
Government, the Municipality and the Planning authorities which suggestions 
if given effect to would render statutory provisions otiose and of no effect. I 
object to these suggestions and proposals. 

5. I state that it is in the circumstances, necessary to bring relevant facts to the 
notice of this Hon'ble Court as to the steps taken by the Municipality and the 
concerned authorities of the district for the due preservation of the town and 
for the upkeep and maintenance of the temple. These measures are in two 
parts- the long-term and short -term. 

LONG-TERM MEASURES: 

(I) Buildings: 

(a) Under the existing framework the District Collector exercises total and 
complete control over all the lands in Thiruvannamalai with the Municipality 
being obliged to ensure that all development works take place in accordance 
with law. The Collector also exercises control over the Panchayats. There 
Panchayats have land holdings within and outside the path circumambulates 
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the base of the hills on a circumference of approx., 14 Kms., of which 
approximately 4 kms. on the main road is under the direct control of the 
Municipality, the rest being with the different Panchayats. 

(b) I state that the Panchayats and the Municipality have taken all effective 
steps to remove encroachments from the poramboke [government-owned] 
lands within Thiruvannamalai which include the lands on both sides of the 
girivalam. The poramboke/ forest lands cover over 60% of the land holdings 
in the 4 Kms. stretch of the girivalam. All encroachments have been removed 
from the path. The other encroachments inside the path are being removed in a 
phased manner with the occupiers/owners having been put on notice. In the 
long-term approach to protect the path, the authorities have decided not to 
permit any encroachment/construction on the path. On the poramboke the 
authorities may permit lands along the path constructions necessary in the 
public interest. 

(c) People hold lands as 'pattedars' or on poramboke lands of these Panchayats. 
Under directions of the Collector, the Panchayats have taken steps to ensure 
that there are no encroachments that take place on the path and also to remove 
all encroachments. The Panchayats have since initiated action against 
encroachments and continue to ensure that the sanctity of the ·path' is not 
desecrated by unauthorised or other encroachments. The Panchayats have 
given this information to the concerned authorities who upon verification have 
been satisfied of the removal of encroachments. 

(d) With regard to unauthorised/irregular or illegal constructions on patta 
lands, notices have been issued to the respective landowners. To discourage 
unauthorised and illegal constructions on patta lands, the Municipal and the 
Panchayats are presently not sanctioning electricity and water connections to 
such properties. 

(e) I state that the provisions of the Municipal Act and the Building byelaws 
are strictly adhered to in the matter of granting permissions to eepair/ renovate 
existing structures, especially those falling inside the ‘giri pradakshana path'. 
In the past few years, large number of unauthorised constructions within the 
path have been demolished, especially those on poramboke lands. With regard 
to constructions on patta lands inside the ‘giri pradakshana path', the 
municipality is taking steps to ensure that no unauthorised or illegal buildings 
arc constructed. The Municipality is obliged to grant permissions to owners to 
repair their buildings, more so when most of the buildings inside the path have 
been in existence since times immemorial. In any event, these constructions 
came up before Thiruvannamalai became popular as a temple town in the 
early 1990s. Keeping in view the diversity of the population whose secular 
strings keep the town people together, all attempts are made to ensure that 
buildings belonging to all communities are kept in good repair. lt is mentioned 
that the entire records of the Municipality have been computerised and are 
available on touch screens to all members of the general public. This 
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municipality is amongst the first in India to offer this facility to the local 
residents. 

(II) WATER TANKS: 

(f) By undertaking development works within the town, all existing water 
tanks - artificial and natural have been restored. It is mentioned that many of 
these tanks are as old as the temple itself and are interconnected through 
underground channels. The tanks were in disuse and in bad repair. Some had 
been encroached upon and not traceable. A serious drive was undertaken to 
remove the encroachments and thereafter extensive repairs and renovations 
were carried out. Most of these tanks have been restored to their original 
status and the connecting underground links have been restored. Rainwater 
harvesting has been actively invoked and as at present, many water tanks, 
which were dry, have become a source of perennial water supply to the local 
population. In addition, check dams have been proposed for being developed 
and built on the hill to ensure that the rainwater is collected and stored for use 
during the dry season. It is stated that a large tank the Thamarai Kulam which 
was in disuse has since been restored and is being developed as a open leisure 
park offering boating and other facilities. 

(III) ASHTLINGAMS: 

(g) The 'Ashtlingams' (eight lingams) located on the 'Girivalam' have been 
restored, improved and made more commodious by the voluntary efforts of 
the local people working in coordination with the Municipality, the Temple 
and the Town Planning Authority. I submit that about 15 years back the 
Asthalingams were housed in dilapidated shrines and mantaps. The works of 
renovation and upkeep were entrusted by the Temple administration to an 
ardent devotee Sri.S.V.Arunachala Moopanar. He did a splendid work of 
renovation of all the Lingams. He had duly constituted a registered body 
called "Asthalinga ParipaJana Trust" consisting of the elites of the Town as 
the Trustees. Last year Kumbabishekam was grandly performed to the 
Asthalingams. The total expenditure for the renovation and Kurnbabishekam 
was Rs.50.00 lakhs. The Municipality and other authorities working in due 
coordination with private bodies are ensuring that the ashtalingams are well 
kept and the areas around them are green. The photographs of the eight 
ashtalingams showing their condition before and as of today are annexed 
hereto and marked as Annexure 

(IV) RING ROAD AND OTHER ROADS: 

(h) Thiruvannamalai town has nine entry roads connecting it to other towns.  
The main road of the town travels through the heart of the town and along the 
‘giri pradakshana path'. On full moon days and during the Kartik Pooja for the 
convenience of the devotees doing the 'pradakshana' all these roads are sealed 
preventing traffic movement. This causes serious inconvenience to the traffic 
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on the outer roads. Heavy vehicular traffic on this road has been a matter of 
concern to the Municipality and the Town Planning Department. The heavy 
traffic through the town also encourages vendors and hawkers to set up 
temporary sheds/push carts along the road to serve the needs of commuters 
during the 'purnima' and 'kartik' festivals. A bypass Ring Road was envisaged. 
Approvals for its construction received in 2001 and extensive work has been 
undertaken. Lands have been acquired and work has started. The construction 
for this road has commenced which should be completed by the end of 2006. 
On the completion of the bypass (also called the Ring Road), the pressure of 
traffic inside the town will ease thereby- (a) discouraging people from making 
any encroachments on any of the portions of the road which abut or touch the 
'girivalam'; (b) substantially reduce pollution within the town. 

(i) RAILWAY STATION 

Suggestions have been given to improve the facilities at the railway station 
and to provide additional trains. The railway authorities were addressed and 
the matter is under consideration of the Railways. The State Government has 
been in touch with the Central Government. The Indian Railways propose to 
increase the frequency of trains and improve the quality of services rendered 
at the Thiruvannamalai railway station 

SHORT TERM MEASURES 

(j) The main streets of the town have also since been strengthened and 
widened to ensure that the traffic is regulated in a manner to prevent usage of 
the ‘girivalarn' or in any manner from creating pollution in the immediate 
environment of the Arunachaleshwarar temple. Large number of trees have 
been planted along the nine approach roads and wherever possible along the 
giri pradakshana path. Steps are being taken to widen the main arterial roads. 
All unauthorized constructions standing in on the girivalam have been 
demolished and removed. Further steps are being taken to remove such 
structures which offend the Master Plan or have been erected without 
sanction/permission in the town areas. Photographs showing the demolition 
work at various sites are attached hereto as Annexure - . 

(V) GARBAGE: 

(1) For the purposes of disposal of garbage the volumes of which had become 
a matter of some concern, the Municipality has contracted out the disposal of 
solid waste to M/S. Annamalai Environmental Protection Trust n- a non-
government organisation, which has rendered excellent service to other 
Municipalities and whose functioning has been approved and commended by 
this Honorable Court in Almitra Patel vs. Union of India. The work of this 
NGO is being monitored by the Municipality as also by the District 
Collectorate. 
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(VI) GREEN COVER: 

(m) Over 1.5 lakh trees of different varieties and species have been planted on 
the ‘Giri' (hill) and along the ‘girivalam'. The planting of these trees has been 
undertaken by the local authorities and residents under the guidance of the 
Municipality and in consultation with the Town Planning authorities. A 
"Greening Society' has been formed under the authority and control of the 
District Collector. The State Forest Department is actively involved in this 
afforestation programme. 

(n) The local people, the Municipality and the District Collector have 
expended over Rs. 5 crores on these projects during the course of the past 3 
years. It is envisaged that a further expenditure for the development works in 
these areas in the vicinity of Rs.20 crores would be made by the State 
Government, Municipality, the Department of Tourism - Government of India 
and other private bodies. 

(VIII) ACCOMMODATION: 

(o) Adequate accommodation is available within the town area for a day's stay 
to the pilgrims who come to Thiruvannamalai for the ‘purnima' and 'Kartik' 
festivals. Apart from private accommodation the temple also has its own 
lodgings for the devotees. The construction of yatri niwas has been approved 
and sanctioned by the Ministry of Tourism. Work on this structure will 
commence shortly. 

(p) It is relevant to state that the number of visitors to the town increases only 
during the night of the full moon (Purnima) and for the 10-day Kartik festival. 
I submit that thus for barely 21 days in a year, pilgrims visit the town in large 
numbers. Elaborate arrangements are made throughout the year to cater their 
needs by the Local Body, District Administration and the Temple authorities. 
On the Purnima an average of about 5 lakh people walk on the path, while 
during the Kartik festival period about 25 lakh people visit the temple and the 
town. These devotees/pilgrims are transitory and are in the town for several 
hours only. Before and after these festivals, it is only the local population 
which lives in the town. To provide for these transitory pilgrims all steps have 
been taken by the Municipality to ensure that adequate amenities are 
constantly available. Water points have been provided at different places 
along the path, medical facilities are available with qualified Doctors, 
medical-men, volunteers and ambulances; extensive Police bandobast is made 
during the Purnima and the Kartik festivals to ensure that there is no breach of 
law and order and in the past 100 years, there have been no recorded incidents 
of violence in the town during the Purnima or Kartik festivals. 

(q) With regard to the main temple of Arunachaleshwarar which as afore-
mentioned, is controlled under the Tamil Nadu Hindu Charitable & 
Endowments Act (hereinafter "Endowment Act') has been subject to regular 
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cleanliness drives. The temple is situated in an area of 25 acres with four main 
entrance gates. The Deities are recorded to be thousands of years old. 
Notwithstanding the fact that lakhs of pilgrims visit the temple during the 
Purnima or the Kartik festivals, the temple is kept very clean. The temple 
maintains its own Gaushala (cow sheds), one temple elephant while other 
elephants come during the festivals for processions, five chariots - one of 
which is made of silver; water tanks inside the temple, the Deities and their 
adornments. The flowers and other offerings of the devotees are removed 
from the temple twice a day. Many of the structures in the temple have since 
been repaired, refurbished and re-conditioned, restoring the temple to its 
special glory. 

(r) I state that the District Collectorate, the local residents, the Municipality 
and the temple authorities have carried out all these works. Every step has 
been taken to prevent any deterioration of the conditions in the town, the path, 
and the temple. 

6. I state that the suggestions made in the said affidavit to acquire private 
lands between the hill and the 'girivalam' would entail enormous avoidable 
expenditure and the shifting of more than 30% of the residences in the town, 
many of which have been in existence for hundreds of years. The residences, 
mosques, temples, Government buildings set up in this area have enormous 
historical importance, public utility and serve important functions. The ethos 
of the town is reflected in these historical buildings that are both privately and 
publicly owned. Any Master Scheme prepared for this town must consider all 
these circumstances and cannot be prepared without considering the ground 
realities. 

7. I further state that the said affidavit does not take into consideration the 
ground realities where most of the encroachments have been removed; 
extensive tree planting and afforestation has taken place in the entire town, 
especially on the girivalam and on the hill side, no reference has been made to 
the construction of the chuck dams and the enormous increase in the 
availability of water in the entire town, the prevention of unauthorised 
constructions and the steps 'taken by the Temple authorities to control the 
movement of devotees and pilgrims at all times. In reply to the said 
suggestions, I further state that the development plans and the Master Plans 
that have been drawn up for this town also include future projections. All the 
authorities of the Government of Tamil Nadu, Municipality, the Panchayats 
have been working in coordination and obtaining the assistance of the local 
population for maintaining this town. I state that the suggestions given in the 
said affidavit are based on assumptions and contrary to the ground realities. 

8. I state that the suggestions made by the Government of India in the affidavit 
tendered on behalf of the Archaeological Survey of India envisages certain 
situations which on the race of the record are contrary to ground realities and 
have been made without ascertaining the actual developments. Some of the 
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suggestions would entail serious consequences which would cause irreparable 
harm to the historic buildings of the town of Thiruvannamalai which is dotted 
by temples, mosques, churches and ashrams where people come to attain their 
pious faiths. It would lead to serious consequences for the local population. 

9. I state that I have dealt with and denied the issues and contentions raised in 
the affidavit of Mr. Poonacha above and am not repeating the contentions 
raised by the petitioner and dealt with in detail by me hereinabove or in the 
earlier affidavits. 

10. I state that the union of India, Department of Culture and Archaeological 
Survey of India be directed to denotify its G.O.No.1024 (E) Department of 
Culture and Archaeological Survey of India dated 20.9.2002, I state that the 
administered Arunachaleswarar Temple is being by the HR& CE Department, 
The Tiruvannamalai town is administered by the petitioner and the District 
Administration, Girivalam path and the Hill is administered by the District 
Administration, the Local Body, the temple authorities involving NGO's. I 
submit that the Composite Local Planning Authority and the proposed 
Heritage Town Act would be sufficient for further development of the town. I 
submit that the present authorities are competent to look after the affairs and 
well being of the area and for better development of the Holy town. I state that 
the town and temple authorities are willing to abide by all directions which 
may be issued from time to time by this Hon'ble Court, save and except those 
which are based on improper and incorrect assessments made by the 
Government of India in its affidavits. I submit that no interference by any 
outside agency or authority is uncalled for and would put the authorities in 
much hardship. I reiterate the averments made in the affidavits filed earlier on 
behalf of the Municipality of Thiruvannamalai and the Government of Tamil 
Nadu in the present proceedings. I crave leave of this Honble Court w refer to 
and rely upon the records and pleadings filed in this Hon 'ble Court. 

11. In the facts and circumstances aforesaid, most respectfully submit that this 
Hon’ble Court will be pleased to allow the present appeal and dismiss the writ 
petition filed by the contesting respondents .. 

 

[signature of Commissioner Akbar] 

DEPONENT 

So, verified at New Delhi on this the 30th day of June 2005 that the contents 
of para 1 above are true and correct to my knowledge, while the contents of 
paras 2 to 11 and their sub-paras are correct upon Information der"i'ved from 
the records made available by the municipality and believed to be correct. 
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DEPONENT 

[signature of Commissioner Akbar] 
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Appendix	E	–	Statement	of	Outstanding	Universal	Value	

The following document has been sent (as of 12/8/13) to several parties who are in 
the process of trying to promote the idea of nominating Arunachala for WHS status. 

 

Statement of Outstanding Universal Value 

The Holy Hill Arunachala (2,634 feet above sea level), situated in the Eastern Ghats mountain 
range of the state of Tamil Nadu, India, has Outstanding Universal Value as an example of a 
natural site of great spiritual significance. To millions of spiritual seekers worldwide, The Hill 
symbolizes the Universal Truth that there is but one reality that pervades all creation. Seekers of 
the purpose and meaning of life over the millennia have regarded it as a living manifestation of 
God. 

Arunachala also bears exceptional testimony to the cultural tradition of wandering cave dwelling 
renunciates such as Sri Ramana Maharshi, Sri Guhai Namashivaya, and many others. Finally, the 
Hill also represents a geological wonder in that it is estimated to be 2.5 billion years old, and in 
that its upheaval happened in one single stage. 

We feel the Holy Hill Arunachala qualifies to be nominated for UNESCO’s World Heritage 
Status, under the following three criteria: 

Criterion (vi): Arunachala has been held for millennia as a living manifestation of Lord Shiva. 
This is evident through the hundreds of thousands who circumambulate the Hill with great 
reverence on each full moon night. The full moon night in the lunar month of Karthigai (Nov-
Dec) marks the culmination of an especially auspicious 10-day ceremony, when a beacon is lit 
on top of the Hill and the entire town is flooded with over a million devotees from all over India 
and the world. This Karthigai Deepam festival is one of the oldest religious festivals in South 
India. The Hill is referenced in more than 52 scriptures, including the Vedas (the most holy of 
Hindu scriptures) as a spiritual center for moksha, liberation from the cycle of birth and death. 
Hindus believe that to merely think of Arunachala is to be assured of moksha. Over the centuries, 
many sages have been attracted to Arunachala and have composed works of prose and poetry 
extolling the greatness of the Hill. The most famous of these sages are Manikkavacakar, Appar, 
Jnanasambandar, Arunagirinathar, and Ramana Maharshi. Their inspired compositions and 
ecstatic outpourings are sung and chanted with great devotional fervor to this day all over the 
world. 

Criterion (iii): The Arunachala Hill bears exceptional testimony to the cultural tradition of 
Sannyasa (renunciation). There are four stages of life outlined in Hindu culture: Brahmacharya 
(student life), Grihasta (household life), Vanaprastha (retired life), and Sannyasa (renounced 
life). Within the tradition of sannyasa, the culture of avadhuta sannyasa represents the pinnacle 
of spiritual evolution. Avadhutas are wandering renunciates who have transcended body-
consciousness and the world of duality, and are not constrained in their behavior by the standard 
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expectations of society. Several avadhutas in Indian history made Arunachala their home. The 
most famous is Sri Ramana Maharshi (1879-1950). He came to the Hill as a fully realized 
avadhuta at the age of 16 and never left the Hill until he shed his body in 1950. Two of the spots 
that he inhabited, the Virupaksha Cave and Skandashram (a small stone hut), are under the 
protection of the Arecheological Survey of India, ASI, as sites of sacred religious significance. 
Thousands from all over the world trek up the Hill to these popular sites to meditate. While most 
avadhutas live and pass away in anonymity, some of the other well-known avadhutas include 
Virupaksha Deva, Guru Namashivaya, Arunagirinathar, and Isanya Desikar. These sages have 
followers to this day. Their association with the Hill has renewed faith in the power of the Hill 
over the centuries. 

Criterion (viii): Arunachala and the hills around it have been documented in some scientific 
sources as some of the oldest geological formations on earth. While the Indian subcontinent’s 
most famous mountain range formation, the Himalayas, is less than 50 million years old, 
scientific and geological research has proved that the rock formation of the Arunachala Hill dates 
back to the Achaean age and is 2.5 Billion years old. The dykes of dolerite found traversing the 
granite formation of Arunachala are found to belong to the Proterozoic Age. The Deccan plateau, 
home to the Eastern Ghats, of which Arunachala is a part, is known to be one of the oldest lands 
on earth. Geologically, Arunachala is unique in that its upheaval happened in one single stage.  
The upheaval of the Himalayas, on the other hand, is known to have happened in four phases and 
not continuously. The Geological Survey of India noted in 1974 that the very formation of the 
Hill is peculiar to its weathering as well as its strength, which originates from the upheaval of 
magma. The other peculiarity noted was that there is little or no tectonic activity recorded, i.e., 
the characteristics of these belts have not undergone drastic seismological changes over a long 
period of time. 

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


